
 

 

Change Makers 

Celebratingwomanhood and the grace they bring to our world. 
 

 
 

P: Today the Church celebrates and acknowledges the great contribution of Women and the 
SevikaSangham.  
Merciful God, we lift our hands and hearts in celebration of your awesome work in the lives of  

your gathered people. We celebrate the special blessing of womanhood today, and we gratefully  
acknowledge your mercy reflected in the lives  of so many phenomenal women, who  have given the 
women of today an empowering word to uplift and  a divine calling to fulfill.  
Where women have grown weary, sad, or uninvolved, we ask that you would rekindle the fire once 
again, that we may walk and work in away that blesses humanity and pleases you. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn 

Take the Name of Jesus with you, 
Child of sorrow and of woe, 

It will joy and comfort give you; 
Take it then, where’er you go. 



Precious Name, O how sweet! 

Hope of earth and joy of Heav’n. 
Precious Name, O how sweet! 
Hope of earth and joy of Heav’n. 

Take the Name of Jesus ever, 
As a shield from every snare; 

If temptations round you gather, 
Breathe that holy Name in prayer. 

O the precious Name of Jesus! 
How it thrills our souls with joy, 
When His loving arms receive us, 
And His songs our tongues employ! 

Words: Lydia O. Baxter, 1870. Music: W. Howard Doane 

Kauma 
 
P. †Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who sanctifies 
us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in 

the highest.  
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   
 
(To be repeated thrice) 
P. Holy art thou, O God.  
C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us.  
 
P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 
 
P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  
C. Glory be to you, O God. 

 
P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 
C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  
 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thineis the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  
 
 

(Cong. to be seated) 

 

Lesson 1 - Num 27:1-11 
Lesson 2 - Acts16:11-15 



 

Meditation 

L: Rajkumari AmritKaurwas born on 2 February 1889 in Lucknow. She and her seven brothers 

were the eight children of RājāHarnam Singh, a member of the princely family of Kapurthalā in the 
Punjab region. 

After her return to India from England, she was inspired to work for India's freedom struggle through 
the occasional visits of those leaders to her father's home. After meeting Mahatma Gandhi  she felt 

drawn to his thoughts and vision for the country. The notorious JallianwalaBaghmassacre  by the 
British Raj troops convinced her of the necessity of India gaining its freedom. She joined the Indian 
National Congress, and began to participate in India's struggle for freedom, and also in social reform 
activities in India. 

She co-founded the All India Women’s Conference in 1927. For her participation in the  240-mile 
Dandi March , the British Raj authorities imprisoned her. 

In 1934 she went to live at Mahatma Gandhi's ashram , and took up the austere life there despite her 
aristocratic background. She served as one of Gandhi's secretaries for sixteen years. 

After India’s independence, AmritKaur became part of Jawaharlal Nehru's first Cabinet; she was the 
first woman to hold the Cabinet rank. She was assigned the Ministry of Health and was one of the only 
two Indian Christians in the Cabinet (along with John Mathai) . 

In 1950, she was elected the president of World Health Organization, becoming the first woman and 
the first Asian to hold that post. Kaur was a strong moving force behind the establishment of the All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences in New Delhi, and became its first president. 

Kaur served as the Chairperson of the Indian Red Cross society for fourteen years. During her 
leadership, the Indian Red Cross did a number of pioneering works in the hinterlands of India. She 
initiated the Tuberculosis Association of India and the Central Leprosy Teaching and Research Institute 
in Madras (Chennai). She started the AmritKaur College of Nursingand the National Sports Club of 
India. 

From 1957 until her death in 1964, she remained a member of RajyaSabha. Between 1958 and 1963 

Kaur was the president of the All-India Motor Transport Congress in Delhi. Until her death, she 
continued to hold the presidencies of theAll India Institute of Medical Sciences, the Tuberculosis 
Association of India, and the St. John’s Ambulance Corps. She wasalso awarded the Rene Sand 
Memorial Award. 

Most importantly RajkumariAmritKaur  with other Indian Christian leaders  such as S.M. George 
Joseph, Jerome D’Souza and H.C.Mookherjeeon the strength of their faith were against safeguards of 
any kind and refused the minority status for Christians. 

 
Hymn  
Come, sing praises to our Mothers 
who have tuned our hearts to You. 
You share praises with no others – 

but these ones whose love is true. 
They must hear our truest feelings 
if they would know how we’re blessed 
by unwearied, careful teachings 
given without thought of rest. 
 



We raise up our grateful voices 

for the patient love of Moms, 
who have listened to the noises 
of their screaming, childish throngs. 

Hear us now cry thanks to God for 
giving us the homes we need. 
We will never leave your shelter 
‘til we all find Home indeed. 
 
There we hope to find you, Mother, 
at the right hand of our Lord. 

How could there be any other 
nurturing the Living Word? 
Then forever we will worship 
as you taught us when so young; 
for the Lord alone is worthy 

of these praises we have sung. 

 
© 2004, Mark E. Ryman TEXT: Mark Ryman (2004). 
TUNE: "Beecher,” by John Zundel (1870). 
 
 
 
 

L: Arise, Woman Of God 

Rise up, O woman of God 
In what He has given you, 
The things God has laid on your heart, 

Rise up, go forth, and do 

 
Arise in your God-given gifts 
For this is your finest hour 
Arise in the Lord's holy might, 
Ignited and empowered 
 

For God is calling you to come forth 
To impact this world for Him, 
Don't hold back or limit yourself 
Let His power arise within 
 
And take His message to the world 
To those that have lost their way, 

For you can surely make a difference 
If you'd hear His voice and obey 

 
You shall be strengthened in the Lord 
As you begin to arise, 
Conquering those doubts that pull you down 

And believe who you are in Christ 
 
For you shall surely be transformed 
As, in you, God increases more 
And become a woman of true excellence 
Bringing honour to her Lord. 
© By M.S.Lowndes 
 



(Cong to stand) 

Prayer of Confession 
 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

 

P: O Merciful Lord, 

Your life pulses in each of our hearts, 

and your love permeates each of our lives. 

Your care sustains us in each moment, 

and your compassion guides us in each situation. 

We, your daughters and sons, praise you. 

 

(All together) 

C: When we fall, you lift us, 

when we fail you restore us, 

When we are wounded, you nurse us, 

when we grieve, you weep with us. 

We, your daughters and sons, praise you. 

 

But, we have failed to love as you do, 

we have abused our bodies and those of others, 

we have filled our minds with selfish dreamsand violent plans, 

we have made our hearts cold and empty of compassion, 

we have forgotten our spirits, 

and distorted your image within us. 

 

As a mother disciplines her children,we ask you to discipline us; 

As a mother forgives the sons and daughters who hurt her, 

we ask you to forgive us; 

As a mother calls her children to be reconciled with their siblings, 

we ask you to lead us to reconciliation with one another. 

In Christ's Name. 

Amen. 

— written by John van de Laar 

 

 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 
 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and affirmation 
P: Let us pray remembering the great women of the Bible 
C: (all together) 

  Like Deborah, I will serve the Lord in power and speak His word without fear. 
  Like Esther, I will intercede for God's people before the throne. 

    Like Abigail, I will humble myself to wash the feet of the servants of the Lord. 
   Like Hannah, I will dedicate my children to the Lord. 
   Like Priscilla, I will explain the way of God more perfectly to those who are seeking. 
    Like the Shunamite widow, I will trust God in the day of adversity. 

   Like Lydia , I will be a worshiper of God and open my home to His ministers. 
    Like Tabitha (Dorcas), I will always do good and help the poor. 
  Like Joanna, I will use my wealth to support the ministry of Jesus. 
  Like Mary, I will say be it unto me according to thy word. 
 

P: Glory be to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  



 

 
Intercessory Prayers 
 

L:Most wonderful God, you come to us with tender love.  
Today we pray for : 
• Women who have been humiliated, harassed and disgraced and dare not tell  
• Women who have been beaten, tortured and threatened 
• Women whose bodies have been violated by rape and degradation  
• Women whose bodies are bought and sold as commodities  
• Women whose cultures reflect them as inferior, as stereotypes or as less valuable  

Dear Lord, we pray that you give us courage to question these acts of crime against our sisters. 
Guide us as a Church to help these troubled women.We pray that more of us are emboldened to 
reveal your great love by reaching out to these women in their time of need.  

 

C:(To be sung ) 
Come, Holy Spirit, 

like a dove descending, 
Rest Thou upon us 
while we meet to pray; 
Show us the Saviour, 
His great love revealing; 
Lead us to Him, 
the Life, the Truth, the Way. 

 
L:Most loving God we pray for: 
• Women who give birth in dangerous or squalid conditions  
• Womenwho are in anguish because they do not have the resources  
to care for their children adequately  
• Women whose livelihoods are threatened by climate change. 

Help us as individuals to dispel gloom and fill the lives of the many troubled women with your 

gladness. It may be a little, but give us your wondrous grace to do our little share of kindness.  

 

C:Come, Holy Spirit, 
every cloud dispelling; 
Fill us with gladness, 
through the Master’s name: 
Bring to our mem’ry words 
that He hath spoken, 

Then shall our tongues 
His wondrous grace proclaim. 

L:We pray for the SevikaSangham and the many missions and projects around the world. We pray for 

the SevikaSangham members in our Church and the immense support they provide. We pray for the 

Working Women’s Hostel and the Children’s daycare at The Galilean Centre  and the many other 
missions that are run by theSangham. We pray that you will continue to guide them in their work.  

Lord, bless women everywhere. We pray especially for all those mothers, grandmothers and sisters 
who work to care for family members in need while forging their own paths in life. We pray for Women 
in their roles as Friend, Teacher, Comforterand Guide;may their loving hearts and nurturing spirits be 
blessed with strength and joy.  

C:Come, Holy Spirit, 
sent from God the Father— 
Thou Friend and Teacher, 



Comforter, and Guide— 

Our thoughts directing, 
keep us close to Jesus, 
And in our hearts 

for evermore abide. 
 
Gospel Reading  

P:  †Peace be with you all. 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 

 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as 
recorded byJohn 4:27-30 

 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 
Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed 

Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  

C: So we believe and affirm. 

  (After reading the Gospel, the priest says,†'Peace be with you all') 

 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, 

that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now 
heard.  
 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 

world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 

crucified†also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He 

rose again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no 
end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 
We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission 
of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

(Cong. to be seated) 

 
 
Birthday & Wedding Anniversary & Thanksgiving 
 
She only touched the hem of His garment 
  As to His side she stole, 

Amid the crowd that gathered around Him; 
  And straightway she was whole. 

 
Oh, touch the hem of His garment, 
And thou, too, shalt be free! 
His healing pow’r this very hour 
Shall give new life to thee! 
 

She came in fear and trembling before Him, 
She knew her Lord had come, 
She felt that from Him virtue had healed her, 
The mighty deed was done. 



 

He turned with “Daughter, be of good comfort, 
  Thy faith hath made thee whole“; 
And peace that passeth all understanding 

  With gladness filled her soul. 
Lyrics & Music:George Frederick Root (1820-1895) 
 
 
Offertory  
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need Thy tender care; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use Thy folds prepare. 

BlessèdJesus,blessèd Jesus! Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 
BlessèdJesus,blessèd Jesus! Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 

We are Thine, Thou dost befriend us, be the guardian of our way; 

Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray. 

BlessèdJesus,blessèd Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray. 
BlessèdJesus,blessèd Jesus! Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and power to free. 
BlessèdJesus,blessèd Jesus! We will early turn to Thee. 
BlessèdJesus,blessèd Jesus! We will early turn to Thee. 

Early let us seek Thy favor, early let us do Thy will; 
Blessèd Lord and only Savior, with Thy love our bosoms fill. 
BlessèdJesus,blessèd Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still. 
BlessèdJesus,blessèd Jesus! Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

Words: Attributed to Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1836. 

Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1859 

MESSAGE 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

(All together) 

Oh Lord, we pray that you may strengthen us with power and revelation,  
so that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.  
Make us firm in love.  
Help us understand your will and wisdom in order to fight for your justice.  

We pray that you may make our hands strong and our voices heard. 

Grant us humility and discernment. 

so that we may fight, not to conquer, but to liberate.  
To liberate the women silenced by the violence,  
from inequality and abuse, from unjust cultural or religious practices. 

We pray that we be ever thankful for the wonderful grace of women and their amazing contributions 
of heart, prayer and tear.  

This we ask, in the name of Jesus Christ who, with You and with the Holy Spirit,  
lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Benediction 



From now on all generations will call me blessed, 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
    holy is his name. 

His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 

May the triune God of our mothers and fathers continue to bless us with amazing grace. Amen  

Closing Hymn and Kiss of Peace 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts and blessèd peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed; 

And free us from all ills, in this world and the next! 

 

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given; 

The Son and Him Who reigns with Them in highest Heaven; 

The one eternal God, whom earth and Heaven adore; 

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

Words: Martin Rinkart, circa 1636, Music: Nun Danket, attributed to Johann Crüger, 1647 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

“It’s the fire in my eyes, And the flash of my teeth, The swing in my waist, And the joy in my feet. I’m 
a woman Phenomenally.” ― Maya Angelou, Phenomenal Woman: 

“We are women, and my plea is Let me be a woman, holy through and through, asking for nothing but 
what God wants to give me, receiving with both hands and with all my heart whatever that is.”  

― Elisabeth Elliot 

“I'm only a housewife, I'm afraid." How often do we hear this shocking admission. I'm afraid when I 
hear it I feel very angry indeed. Only a housewife: only a practitioner of one of the two most noble 
professions (the other one is that of a farmer); only the mistress of a huge battery of high and varied 
skills and custodian of civilization itself. Only a typist, perhaps! Only a company director, or a nuclear 
physicist; only a barrister; only the President! When a woman says she is a housewife she should say 

it with the utmost pride, for there is nothing higher on this planet to which she could aspire.”  

― John Seymour, Forgotten Household Crafts 

“If you want something said, ask a man. If you want something done, ask a woman.”  

― Margaret Thatcher 
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