
 
 

Our Father 

 

Invocation 
Abba Father, let me be 

Yours and Yours alone. 

May my will for ever be 

Evermore Your own. 

Never let my heart grow cold, 

Never let me go. 

Abba Father, let me be 

Yours and Yours alone. 

 

 

 

P: Opening Prayer 
 
P: As a father has compassion on his children,  

   so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;  

for he knows how we are formed,  

   he remembers that we are dust.  

The life of mortals is like grass,  

   they flourish like a flower of the field;  

the wind blows over it and it is gone,  

   and its place remembers it no more.  

 But from everlasting to everlasting  

   the LORD’s love is with those who fear him,  

   and his righteousness with their children’s children—  

with those who keep his covenant  

   and remember to obey his precepts. 

 

Dear Lord be with us through this service as we pray for our fathers and are thankful 

for all that they have done for us, and all praise and glory to you our eternal father.  

 

Opening Hymn 

O worship the King, all glorious above, 

O gratefully sing His power and His love; 

Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 



The earth with its store of wonders untold, 

Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Established it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Words: Robert Grant, Music: attributed to Johann M. Haydn (1737-1806) 

 

 

 

 

Kauma  
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 

P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit 

who sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your     

glory, Hosanna in the highest.  

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 

P. Holy art thou, O God.  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty God. 

 

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord; the Messiah: who was crucified for us have mercy on us  

 

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 

 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 

 

P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O 

Lord. 

  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  
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(Cong to be seated) 

 

1st Lesson:  Joel 2: 28-32 
2nd Lesson:  Acts 2:1-13 
 

 

 

Meditation 
 

Fathers 

L: Fathers are never far from the headlines, from controversies around teenage fathers to 

reports on how good fathers have such a positive influence on the development of their 

children. All this coverage shows that we instinctively recognise the importance of fathers 

to us individually and to society as a whole. So we shouldn't be surprised that this 

emphasis on, and honouring of, good fatherhood is a reflection of the way in which God 

deals with the human race. 

I have always believed in my head that God loves me unconditionally but it was only when 

I became a father myself that I began to understand it with my heart. From the moment 

when I first set eyes on my first child, now aged ten, my love for her was so immediate 

and strong that I would have done anything to protect her - and still would. And that set 

me wondering about the love of God: if I, with all my faults, could love like that, then 

maybe I could understand in a new way how it is possible for God to love me like this. 

I have never known a love quite like the love of being a father and I rejoice in the great 

gift of fatherhood. I rejoice in it because of my children, to whom I am devoted. But I also 

rejoice in it because it helps me to understand more profoundly how God loves me, and 

how nothing can separate me from that love. When Jesus told the story of the prodigal 

son, in which a father joyfully welcomes home a son who had squandered all that his 

father gave him, it was to reveal the way in which God (whom Jesus tells us to call our 

Father) wants to relate to us. It's a tragedy when we hear of, or experience for ourselves, 

fathers that fall a long way short of this ideal, but it's also a tragedy if we allow these 

experiences to colour our views of fatherhood as a whole. If Jesus honoured fatherhood in 

this way, why shouldn't we? 

Let's celebrate Father's day in our churches, honouring those fathers who have shown us 

God's love, praying for fathers to be given strength in their crucial role and remembering 

that God, who is our Father in heaven, loves us more than we can grasp.  

By the Rt Rev John Inge, Bishop of Worcester 

 



 

Hymn 
 Precious thought  

-my Father knoweth! 

In His love I rest: 

For whate’er my Father doeth 

Must be always best; 

Well I know the heart that planneth 

Naught but good for me; 

Joy and sorrow interwoven, 

Love in all I see. 

 

Precious thought 

— my Father knoweth! 

Careth for His child; 

Bids me nestle closer to Him, 

When the storms beat wild; 

Though my earthly hopes are shattered, 

And the teardrops fall, 

Yet He is Himself my solace, 

Yea, my “all in all.” 

 

Oh, to trust Him  

then more fully! 

Just to simply move 

In the conscious calm enjoyment 

Of the Father’s love; 

Knowing that life’s chequered pathway 

Leadeth to His rest; 

Satisfied the way He taketh  

Must be always best. 

 

 
 

 
 

L: What Makes a Dad 

God took the strength of a mountain,  

The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun,  

The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature,  

The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages,  

The power of the eagle's flight, 

The joy of a morning in spring,  
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The faith of a mustard seed, 

The patience of eternity,  

The depth of a family need, 

Then God combined these qualities, 

When there was nothing more to add, 

He knew His masterpiece was complete, 

And so,  

He called it ... Dad 

 
(Cong to stand)  
 

Intercessory Prayers 
L: We thank you for the gift of good dads, 

and everything that they do for us. 

Help them to have 

   patience when we're difficult,  

   wisdom when we can't see the way, 

   strength when we need comforting, 

   and love at all times, 

so that, through them, 

we get a little glimpse of how you feel about us, 

our heavenly Father Amen. 

 

C:  Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heaven to earth come down; 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 

All thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

Pure unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation; 

Enter every trembling heart. 

L: We thank you for our fathers, those to whom you have entrusted the 

responsibility to provide loving protection of their families and guidance of their 

children. We thank you, also, for our priests and bishops, whose spiritual fatherhood 

is so vital to the faith of your people. 

C: Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit, 

Into every troubled breast! 

Let us all in Thee inherit; 

Let us find thy promised rest. 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 

Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return and never, 

Never more Thy temples leave. 

 



 L: God our Father 

Bless these men, 

that they may find strength as fathers. 

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 

Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 

may honor them always with a spirit of profound respect.  

We pray for our mothers also and we thank them for understanding fathers and 

together building families in your love.  

Amen! 

C: Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless may we be. 

Let us see our whole salvation 

Perfectly secured by Thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

Words: Charles Wesley,  1747. Music:  John Zundel, 

 

Gospel Reading  

 

P:  Peace be with you all. 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the 

world as recorded by ……………. 
 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent 

him for our Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate 

of the blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  

C: So we believe and affirm. 

  

 John 16:7-15 (After reading the Gospel the priest says 'Peace be with you all') 

C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light 

of the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your 

gospel which we have now heard.  

 

  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the 

Father before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us 

men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man. He was crucified also for us in the days 

of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by 

His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His 

kingdom there will be no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the 

Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who 

spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the 

new life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

(Cong. to be seated) 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

Jesus, the very thought of Thee 

With sweetness fills my breast; 

But sweeter far Thy face to see, 

And in Thy presence rest. 

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, 

Nor can the memory find 

A sweeter sound than Thy blest Name, 

O Savior of mankind! 

O hope of every contrite heart, 

O joy of all the meek, 

To those who fall, how kind Thou art! 

How good to those who seek! 

 

 

Offertory Hymn 

This is my Father's world,  

 and to my listening ears  

 all nature sings, and round me rings  

 the music of the spheres.   

 This is my Father's world:   

 I rest me in the thought  

 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;  

 his hand the wonders wrought. 

 

2. This is my Father's world,  

 the birds their carols raise,  

 the morning light, the lily white,  

 declare their maker's praise.   



 This is my Father's world:   

 he shines in all that's fair;  

 in the rustling grass I hear him pass;  

 he speaks to me everywhere. 

 

3. This is my Father's world.   

 O let me ne'er forget  

 that though the wrong seems oft so strong,  

 God is the ruler yet.   

 This is my Father's world:   

 why should my heart be sad?   

 The Lord is King; let the heavens ring!   

 God reigns; let the earth be glad! 

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock  Music: Trad. Franklin L. Sheppard 

 

 

 

Message 

 
 

 

Closing Thought 

 

L: Our Father 

The Lord's Prayer serves as a "template" to help us prepare meaningful prayers, 

effective prayers  that mature us by touching on all aspects of our lives. And as you 

look at the "Lord's Prayer" you'll note several things that make it a perfect "prayer 

template." For example, we see this in the way that it is arranged, because it's very 

obviously divided into two sets of three elements each.  

The first three: "Hallowed be Thy name," "Thy kingdom come," and "Thy will 

be done" each deal with God's glory.  

The second three: "Give us our daily bread," "Forgive us our debts," and 

"Lead us not into temptation" each deal with man's need.  

A second reason The Lord's Prayer is a great "prayer template" is because it is 

structured such that it reminds us to steer clear of self-centeredness. And it does this 

with its exclusive use of plural pronouns: "Our Father, give us our daily bread 

.Forgive us our debts "  

Here is a bit of prose that emphasises this aspect of the Lord's Prayer. It goes like 

this:  

"You cannot pray the Lord's Prayer and even once say 'I.' 

You cannot pray the Lord's Prayer and even once say 'My.'  

Nor can you pray the Lord's Prayer and not pray for another; 

For when you ask for daily bread you must include your brother.  

Others are included in each and every plea; 

From the beginning to the end of it, it does not once say 'Me.'"  



 

Another thing, this prayer model also focuses on life from every angle: the present, 

"Give us today our daily bread," the past, "Forgive us our debts," and the 

future, "Lead us not into temptation."  

And as Dr. David Jeremiah puts it, "There's no better teaching on prayer than the 

Lord's Prayer. It is perfectly in balance. It teaches us Who [God] is, who we are, and 

how to come to Him in prayer."  

Learning to pray is indeed very important for the Christian disciple. If we are to grow 

in Christ-likeness we need to learn how talk to God and listen to Him so we can 

access His power and guidance. Think of prayer as an "essential vitamin" for your 

proper spiritual growth and development!  

Martin Luther once put it this way, "Just as the business of the tailor is making 

clothes and the business of the cobbler is making shoes, so the business of the 

Christian is praying."  

 

Cong to stand  

All together:  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

P: Closing Prayer & Benediction 
Heavenly Father, 

you entrusted your Son Jesus, 
the child of Mary, 

to the care of Joseph, an earthly father. 
Bless all fathers 
as they care for their families. 

Give them strength and wisdom, 
tenderness and patience; 

support them in the work they have to do, 
protecting those who look to them, 
as we look to you for love and salvation, 

through Jesus Christ our rock and defender. 
 

May the Lord, our Father, bless you and keep you;  
May the LORD make his face shine upon you give you peace." 
Amen. 

 

Doxology & Closing Hymn 



Ring the bells of Heaven! There is joy today, 

For a soul, returning from the wild! 

See, the Father meets him out upon the way, 
Welcoming His weary, wandering child. 

Glory! Glory! How the angels sing: 

Glory! Glory! How the loud harps ring! 

’Tis the ransomed army, like a mighty sea, 

Pealing forth the anthem of the free. 

Ring the bells of Heaven! There is joy today, 

For the wanderer now is reconciled; 

Yes, a soul is rescued from his sinful way, 
And is born anew a ransomed child. 

Ring the bells of Heaven! Spread the feast today! 

Angels, swell the glad triumphant strain! 

Tell the joyful tidings, bear it far away! 
For a precious soul is born again. 

Words: William O. Cushing, 1866.  Music: George F. Root,  

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

 

Father! - to God himself we cannot give a holier name.  ~William Wordsworth 
 

"I cannot think of any need in childhood  
as strong as the need for a father's protection." 

~~ Sigmund Freud (1856-1939)~~ 
 
"A Man's children and his garden both reflect the  

amount of weeding done during the growing season." 
~~ An observant neighbour~~ 

 
"The greatest gift I ever had  
Came from God, and I call him Dad!" 

Anon 
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