
Touch  
The Healing Ministry 

 
Invocation:  
Thy loving kindness is better than life 
Thy loving kindness is better than life 
My lips shall praise Thee, Thus will I bless Thee 
Thy loving kindness is better than life 
 
I lift my hands up unto Thy Name 
I lift my hands up unto Thy Name 
My lips shall praise Thee, Thus will I bless Thee 
I lift my hands up unto Thy Name 
 

P:    Praise the LORD, O my soul;  

       all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  
       Praise the LORD, O my soul,  

       and forget not all his benefits-  
       who forgives all your sins  

       and heals all your diseases,  

    
In this service we focus on the healing ministry. We are grateful for the wonderful 

work of doctors and nurses and call attention to the need for each of us to reach out 
and touch somebody, because healing comes through companionship, prayer and 

love. 

 
Opening Hymn 
There’s not a friend like the lowly Jesus, 
No, not one! No, not one! 

None else could heal all our soul’s diseases, 

No, not one! No, not one! 
 
Chorus 
Jesus knows all about our struggles, 
He will guide till the day is done; 
There’s not a friend like the lowly Jesus, 
No, not one! No, not one! 
 
There’s not an hour that He is not near us, 

No, not one! No, not one! 
No night so dark but His love can cheer us, 

No, not one! No, not one! 

 
Did ever saint find this Friend forsake him? 

No, not one! No, not one! 
Or sinner find that He would not take him? 

No, not one! No, not one! 

Words: Johnson Oatman, Jr., 1895. Music: George C. Hugg  
 

 
 

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/o/a/oatman_j.htm
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/h/u/g/hugg_gc.htm


Kauma 

 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, , Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 
 

P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit 

who sanctifies us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 
P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory, hosanna in the highest.  
 

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 

in the highest.   
 

P. Holy art thou, O God  
C. Holy art thou, Almighty God 

 

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord ; the  Messiah : who was crucified for us have mercy on us  

 
P. O Lord , have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord , have mercy on us and bless us . 
 

P. O Lord , accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us  

C. Glory be to you , O God. 
 

P. Glory be to you , O King the Messiah ;who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us O Lord. 
  Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us  

 

All:  Our Father who art  in heaven, Hallowed be thy  name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it done  in heaven.  
Give us this day  our daily bread.  
And Forgive us our debts  as we forgive our debtors  . 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is  kingdom, the power, and the glory ,  

      Forever.  Amen.   
 

The first and second lesson ( Cong to be seated) 

Thanksgiving 

 

Jesus Touched the Leper  
L: That Jesus felt pity for the leper is striking, but it's nothing compared to the next 

part of Jesus' response: "Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 
him" (1:41). Jesus didn't have to do this, of course. He was able to heal with a word. 

But that wasn't enough in this case, so Jesus touched the leper. He touched the 

untouchable. He touched the man who hadn't been touched for months, probably 
years. In so doing, he touched more than the leper's skin. He reached deep inside and 

touched his aching heart.  



Psychological studies show that people who are deprived of human touch become 

deeply wounded in their psyches. Children who aren't touched become insecure and 
fearful. Adults who aren't touched become depressed and distant. We need human 

touch to be whole people, and that's what Jesus was offering to the leper.  
By touching the leper, Jesus demonstrated his compassion! What's even more 

astounding is that by touching this man, Jesus made himself ceremonially unclean. 

According to Jewish law, Jesus would not have been permitted to enter the temple 
until a certain amount of time had passed and he had made appropriate cleansing 

sacrifices. Moreover, when you consider that the Pharisees, the dominant religious 
force in Jesus' environment, believed that ritual cleanness was next to godliness 

(literally), you can begin to understand how radical Jesus' action really was. By 
choosing to touch a leper, Jesus was saying that access to God was being opened up 

in completely new ways.  

My friends, if you'll allow me to mix metaphors a bit, let me say that Jesus isn't afraid 
to touch you, to get his hands dirty by becoming involved in your life. Jesus is not a 

Lord who gives orders from afar, but a friend who enters into the ambiguity and 
confusion - the "uncleanness" -- of your daily existence. He's willing to have you as a 

member of his body, even though you're blemished. He's willing to receive your 

worship, even though it's not completely pure. He's eager to have your service, even 
though you come with mixed motives. Because you and your life are messy, Jesus is 

willing to get messy with you.  
by Rev. Dr. Mark D. Roberts          March 7, 2004  
 

 
He Touched Me 

 Shackled by a heavy burden, 
'Neath a load of guilt and shame. 

Then the Hand of Jesus touched me, 
And now I am no longer the same.  

 

Chorus 
He touched me, 
Oh, He touched me, 
And oh the joy that floods my soul. 
Something happened and now I know, 
He touched me and made me whole. 

Since I met the Blessed Saviour, 
Since He cleansed and made me whole, 

I will never cease to Praise Him! 

I'll shout it while eternity rolls.  

Chorus 
 
Words and music by William J. Gaither 
© 1963 

 
 

 
Who Heals The Healer?  

  

L:If the healer is the one who heals us all,  

Who heals the healer?  



 

A healer's heart is pure and strong,  
Who heals the healer when her strength is gone?  

The healer's spirit is joyous and pure,  
Who heals the healer when her spirit feels unsure?  

 

As the healer holds our spirits near  
Who speaks softly in the healer's ear?  

The question that goes unanswered was  
Who heals the healer?  

    
My love healed the healer,  

when her spirit folds.  

My love healed the healer,  
when her strength was gone.  

 
My love healed the healer,  

when she feels unsure.  

My love healed the healer,  
when she is insecure.  

 
I followed the Light that brought me to her,  

I gave the love that helped me heal her.  
by Mary Severson - age 10 
 

 

The Hands of God 

L: Touch holds great potential to communicate unconditional love and acceptance. It was 
Jesus’ willingness to touch all people – regardless of race, social class, gender, health, or 
creed – that manifested God’s hand to others. 
 Jesus was willing to “get his hands dirty” in loving others. He was willing to do this 
because he recognized that his possession of the Holy Spirit actually made the unclean 
clean. In the same way, our connections with others do not contaminate us – making us 
unholy – but actually bring God’s holiness to all situations. Because of our possession of 
God’s Spirit, rather than being contaminated by what we touch, we actually communicate 
holiness to all we contact.  
An ancient story sheds light on the spiritual state of those who refuse to reach out and 
touch others out of fear of contamination. 

So said a sheet of snow-white paper, ‘Pure was I created, and pure will I remain for 
ever. I would rather be burnt and turn to white ashes than suffer darkness to touch 
me or the unclean to come near me’.  
The ink-bottle heard what the paper was saying and it laughed in its dark heart; but 
it never dared to approach her. And the multicoloured pencils heard her also, and 
they too never came near her.  
And the snow-white sheet of paper did remain pure and chaste for ever – pure and 
chaste – and empty.  

Having been touched by God, we are called to reach out and touch all those God brings 
into our lives as agents of grace and love. In this manner, God’s holiness is communicated 
into God’s creation, and we are given the privilege to communicate this grace through 
healing, helpful, and holy hands. As terrifying as it may be to reach out and touch others, 
we reflect our God who spared no expense by sharing our humanity and touching our 



world in all its filth and sin, in order to draw it back into the tender embrace of the triune 
God. 

 

Intercession  ( Cong to stand) 

HEALING  
L: Healing is an amazing journey  
Cure is a desired destination  

Remissions are the craved vacations  

Symptoms are the warning signs 

Pain is an incredible teacher  
Suffering is an option indeed  

Hope is a needed companion  

Faith is a great friend in need 

C:  Heal the world 
Make it a better place 
For you and for me 
And the entire human race 
There are people dying 
If you care enough 
For the living 
Make a better place 
For you and for me 
 

L: Apathy is a doorway to depression  

Anxiety is a forerunner to stress  

Emptiness is a whisper for wholeness  
Resistance is a call for acceptance 

Frustration is a mask for anger  

Denial is avoidance of honesty  

Silence is indigestion of feelings  
Numbness is intolerence for thoughts 

Disease is a pure self-punishment  

Self-pity is a hidden lack of self-love  

Distress is a result of high expectations  
Confusion is a sign of endless judgments 

C:  Heal the world 
Make it a better place… 

L: Courage is a risk worth taking  

Intuition is a gift worth following  
Forgiveness is the means to inner bliss  

Gratitude is the beginning of wisdom 



Openness is changing a victim mindset  

Flexibility is trying over and over again  
Strength is overcoming the fears and doubts  

Growth is learning from the pains with joy 

Health is a relative term and goal  

Healing is a never-ending process  
Wellness is the reward of the journey  

Wellbeing is the experience of peace 

C:  Heal the world 
Make it a better place… 

L: Patience is a reliable test  
Will is a powerful measure  

Trust is never the question  

Love is the ultimate answer  
Created by Darina S.  

 

 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds  
L: How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 

in a believer's ear! 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 

and drives away his fear. 
 

C: It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast; 
'tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary, rest. 
 

L: Dear Name, the rock on which I build, 
my shield and hiding-place, 

my never-failing treasury, filled  

with boundless stores of grace! 
 

C: Jesus! my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, 
my Prophet, Priest and King, 
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
accept the praise I bring. 
 

L: Weak is the effort of my heart, 
and cold my warmest thought; 

but when I see thee as thou art, 

I'll praise thee as I ought. 
 

C: Till then I would thy love proclaim 
with every fleeting breath; 
and may the music of thy Name 
refresh my soul in death!   
Words: John Newton (1725-1807), 1779 



 

 

A SURGEON'S PRAYER  
L: Bless these hands that have touched life. 
Bless these hands that have ministered to the sick. 

Bless these hands that have dealt pain in the name of healing. 

Bless these hands that have cut and sewn with compassion. 
Bless these hands that have bathed in blood and toiled in sweat that others may live. 

Bless these hands that have comforted the dying and held the dead. 
Bless these hands, for they are but a humble extension of your hands, Lord and 

Father 

 
 

 

When God Heals 
 

L: When God comes to heal us 
It’s final and complete 

There is nothing that is lacking 
When He meets us in our need 

 

Whether it be in our body 
Or the hurt within our soul 

He will touch the point of need 
And will truly make us whole 

 
His healing is there for you 

Just receive it from the Lord 

Believe upon the living word 
That you can be restored 

 
Wherever there is weakness 

He is the strength we need 

And He will gently lead us through 
And heal the heart that bleeds 

 
We need to rise up in our faith 

And not depend on how we feel 

Keep on praying and standing firm 
For our God surely heals. 
 
© By M.S.Lowndes. 
 



Gospel Reading  
 
P:  Peace be with you all 

C:  May the Lord make us worthy to listen to His Word 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the 

world as recorded by ………….. 

C: Blessed is he that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him 
for our Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of 
the blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way . 

C: So we believe and affirm 

( After reading the Gospel the priest says  
‘Peace be with you all’) 

C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light 
of the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your 

gospel which we have now heard.  
  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of the Father before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 

made.Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man. He 

was crucified also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and 
was buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father’s holy will, ascended 

into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with 

glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be 
no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from 

the Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the 

new life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
(Cong to be seated) 

 

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary  -  
 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 



O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts and blessèd peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed; 
And free us from all ills, in this world and the next! 

 
 

 

Offertory:  
There is a balm in Gilead  
Chorus 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To make the wounded whole; 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To heal the sin sick soul. 
 
Some times I feel discouraged, 

And think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit 

Revives my soul again. 
 
Chorus 
If you can’t preach like Peter, 
If you can’t pray like Paul, 

Just tell the love of Jesus, 
And say He died for all. 

 
Chorus 

 
Special Song 
 
Message 

 

Closing Prayer 

I Give You My Burdens 

P:  Father, I give my burdens to You, 

I can do nothing else; that's all I can do. 
This day I am facing, I place in Your care, 

You asked this of me and I know You are there. 

C: You're there in my day before I awake, 

And I know I am safe when I ask You to take 
All of my problems, hurt feelings, and all 

And wrap them tightly in one little ball. 

P: You can do much more with my problems than I, 

They can disappear quickly in the starry night sky. 
Whatever you want to do; it's your choice, 

But with them in Your hands I've the right to  rejoice. 



C:  Please take away my worries, I ask from You. 

All that I want is help to get through. 
Your ways are gentle; You handle with care, 

I know You love me, so I make this my prayer. 
 

 
Benediction  
Bless, O Lord, those whom you have called to the study and practice of the arts of 

healing, and to the prevention of disease and pain. Strengthen them by your life-

giving Spirit, that by their ministries your creation may be glorified and help us as 
individuals to reach out and touch just like Jesus Christ our Lord.  

May the triune God help us to help others. Amen.  

 
 
Kiss of Peace & Closing Hymn 
Reach out and touch 
Somebodys hand 
Make this world a better place 
If you can 
  
Reach out and touch 
Somebodys heart 
Try and make a little space 
For a friend 
 
Reach out and touch 
Somebody sad 
Make this world a better place 
I know I can 
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