
Do Whatever He Tells You! - John 2:5-8 

 A prayer service for obedience, forgiveness and reconciliation through this 

Lenten Season  

 

 

P: Jesus is our role model when it comes to forgiveness:-    

"When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified him there 

with the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left. Jesus said, "Father, 

forgive them, for they don't know what they are doing." Luke 23:33-34  

 

As we start the Lenten season let us understand the great sacrifice of our Lord 

and prepare ourselves to obey His word and let us understand that through 

forgiveness comes peace.     

 

Opening Hymn 

Come to the Savior, make no delay; 

Here in His Word He has shown us the way; 

Here in our midst He’s standing today, 

Tenderly saying, “Come!” 

Joyful, joyful will the meeting be, 

When from sin our hearts are pure and free; 

And we shall gather, Savior, with Thee, 
In our eternal home. 

Think once again, He’s with us today; 

Heed now His blest command, and obey; 

Hear now His accents tenderly say, 
“Will you, My children, come?” 

Words & Music: George F. Root, 1870 

Kauma  

 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who 

sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, 

Hosanna in the highest.  

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest.   

P. Holy art thou, O God.  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us.  

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 

 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 

 



P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 

  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  

 

(Cong. to be seated)  

 

 

1st Lesson  Isaiah 1:10-20  

2nd Lesson  Romans 12:1-8 

 

 

 

Meditation  
L:Do Whatever He Tells You! - John 2:5-8 

 

"Do whatever he tells you." Mary commands the servants. Her voice rings out 

over the centuries. The servants' example of obedience transcends water pots 

turning to wine at an ancient wedding. When we do what Jesus tells us to do, 

even if we don't completely understand why he asks it, we get to see God's glory. 

Sure, this story is about a wedding and a hugely embarrassing wine shortage. 

Mainly, however, it's about Jesus doing greater things, better things, than we can 

do or even imagine. So let's do what he tells us. Now there are 2 things we can 

learn:  1) First, the Story proclaims that when Jesus is involved, changes happen 

for the better. When you are walking with Jesus, your life ceases to be bland and 

ordinary, and becomes filled with joy and power and new meaning --- Jesus 

changes people --- just as water is changed to wine. With Him, there is a new 

superabundance --- and new joy in your life.    

 

2) Second, I want you to see the real Heroes of the Story. Who do you think they 

are? Mary? Jesus? the Wedding Couple?  Nope. None of these. The real Heroes of 

the Story are the Servants.   The Servants, you ask? Why them?   Because the 

Servants did as they were told --- and did it in faith --- when millions of the rest 

of us wouldn’t have done so. Their Obedience was the key to the Miracle.  Put 

yourself in their place. Mary tells you: “Do Whatever Jesus Tells you to do.” OK, 

so you follow Jesus outside and on His command fill up the wash pots. Then Jesus 

tells you to fill your wine jug with the water from the wash pots. So far so good.   

Now, Jesus tells you to carry your wine jug, into the Reception, and pour it into 

the wine glasses. And there’s the problem. You know the jugs contain water --- 

you put it there. If you pour water into those wine glasses, you’ll be disgraced 

and worse-  fired. What do you do?   

But, with all those thoughts going through their minds the Servants “Did What 

Jesus told them to do”. And that’s why, when they tipped their wine jugs to fill up 

that first wine glass, out came --- not water --- but wine --- and the finest of 

wine to boot. Their Obedience, was the key to that Miracle. The Servants were 

the Heroes, and their Faith in Jesus made the difference.   

For me, the Meaning of this Story is very clear. We are each called to be Servants 

for Jesus. We are called to Serve the World, to Care for the Poor, to Heal the 

Sick, to Rescue the Abandoned.  We are the Servants of Jesus in our day, and 

Jesus commands us to “draw and carry what we have” to the Poor and Sick and 



Abandoned of this world. The Work of Christ is in our hands --- to do or to not do 

--- Miracles will happen, when we Obey Jesus.  The words of Mary, the Mother of 

our Lord, speak to me and to you, this Sunday. They say to each of us --- “Do 

Whatever Jesus Tells You to Do”. This isn’t an option, it’s a marching order. If we 

Obey, the Miracles of Jesus will be made manifest in our day --- and if we don’t 

the Powers of Darkness will continue.   “Do Whatever He Tells you to Do”, says 

Mary, our mother of perpetual help. Because in that way, when we “Do Whatever 

He Tells us to do”, with Faith and Obedience, believe me, Miracles will happen 

every day. 

 
Cong to stand 

 

Intercessory  Prayers  
 

Prayer of Reconciliation & Forgiveness 

L: Lord, let everything we do this day and in this season of Lent come from you, 

be inspired by you. We long to be closer to you. Help us to remember that 

nothing is important in our life unless it glorifies you in some way. We ask that 

you continue to be our guide as you have done for our parents and their parents.  

 

C: O God of Bethel, by whose hand 

thy people still are fed; 

who through this earthly pilgrimage 

hast all our fathers led: 

 

 

L: We know how much you love us, Lord, though its hard for us to realize it many 

times . Help us to use your love as a way to persevere in our Lenten intentions.  

We are weak, but we know with your help,  we can use these small sacrifices in 

our life to draw closer to you. 

 

C: Our vows, our prayers, we now present 

before thy throne of grace: 

God of our fathers, be the God 

of their succeeding race! 

 

L: Dear Lord help us to realize that the meaning of lent is all about sacrifices. The  

greatest sacrifice being yourself  for our sins.  

Help us to sacrifice our ego and forgive anyone we have a grievance against. It 

may be our family, a neighbour, a friend, colleague or someone who has upset us 

emotionally, physically or financially. Help us to try and learn to totally forgive 

this Lenten season.  

Help us also to get over anxieties and fears with the confidence that you will 

continually provide our daily needs. 

C: Through each perplexing path of life 

our wandering footsteps guide; 

give us each day our daily bread, 

and raiment fit provide. 

L: Help us to give up the vices of worry, of anger, of fear and of jealousy. Let us 

not think ill of another and waste time on petty gossip. Help us to realize that 

every moment is a gift from You and is to be totally used and enjoyed.  Teach us 

to be content with whatever we have. Protect us with Your peace and the 

knowledge that what is given or taken is not ours but all yours.  
 



C: O spread thy covering wings around, 

till all our wanderings cease, 

and at our Father's loved abode 

our souls arrive in peace! 
 

L: Dear Lord, help us to understand that life comes only through you. So let our 

eyes see your goodness, let our hearts be filled with your presence, let our 

actions be motivated by your thoughts and let us forgive as you have forgiven us. 

Teach us to always share the love you give us without expecting anything in 
return.  

C: Such blessings from thy gracious hand 

our humble prayers implore; 

and thou shalt be our chosen God 

and portion evermore. 
Words, Philip Doddridge, 1736; Music: Burford, 

 
Gospel Reading  
 

P:  † Peace be with you all. 

 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 
 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world 
as recorded by St. John 2:1-11 

 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for 
our Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 

 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the 

blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
 
C: So we believe and affirm. 

  (After reading the Gospel the priest says, † 'Peace be with you all') 

 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of 
the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel 
which we have now heard.  
  

 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 
before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our 

salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man. He was crucified † also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; 

suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father's holy will, 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with 

glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the 
prophets and the apostles. 
We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the 

world to come. Amen. 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 
 



Birthday & wedding Offertory & Thanksgiving  

Jesus, the very thought of Thee 

With sweetness fills the breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see, 
And in Thy presence rest. 

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, 
Nor can the memory find 
A sweeter sound than Thy blest Name, 
O Savior of mankind! 

O hope of every contrite heart, 
O joy of all the meek, 

To those who fall, how kind Thou art! 
How good to those who seek! 

Words: Bernard of Clairvaux, Music:  John B. Dykes, 

Offertory  

All my doubts I give to Jesus; 
  I’ve His gracious promise heard: 

I shall never be confounded, 
  I am trusting in that word. 
 
I am trusting, fully trusting, 
  Sweetly trusting in His word; 
I am trusting, fully trusting, 
    Sweetly trusting in His word. 

 

All my tears I give to Jesus, 
  Rests my weary soul on Him; 
Though my way be hid in darkness, 
  Never can His light grow dim. 
 
All my joys I give to Jesus, 

  He is all I want of bliss; 
He of all the worlds is Master; 
  He has all I need in this. 
 
All I am I give to Jesus; 
  All my body, all my soul; 

All l have, and all I hope for, 
  While eternal ages roll. 
 
 

 

 

Message  
 
Cong to stand  

 
Closing Prayer 
All together 

 

C: It's not always easy to smile and be nice 

When we are called to sacrifice. 

 

http://cyberhymnal.org/bio/b/e/r/bernard_c.htm
http://cyberhymnal.org/bio/d/y/dykes_jb.htm


It's not always easy to put others first 

Especially when tired an, feeling our worst. 

 

It's not always easy to do the fathers will 

It wasn't so easy to climb Calvary's hill. 

 

We as his children, should learn to obey 

Not seeking our own but seeking his way. 

 

It's not always easy to fight the good fight 

But it is always good and it is always right! Amen.  

 

Closing Prayer and Benediction  
P: Jesus is our role model when it comes to forgiveness:-   "When they came to 

the place that is called The Skull, they crucified him there with the criminals, one 

on the right and the other on the left. Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they 

don't know what they are doing." " Luke 23:33-34  

 

Dear Lord as we begin this Lenten season help us to meditate and understand 

this great sacrifice. Help us to realize your words through our actions and do 

whatever you tell us to do.  

 

May the love of our Lord through His sacrifice be always in our thoughts and 

actions and give us peace. Amen  

 

Doxology  

Take the Name of Jesus with you, 

Child of sorrow and of woe, 

It will joy and comfort give you; 
Take it then, where’er you go. 

Precious Name, O how sweet! 

Hope of earth and joy of Heav’n. 

Precious Name, O how sweet! 

Hope of earth and joy of Heav’n. 

Take the Name of Jesus ever, 

As a shield from every snare; 

If temptations round you gather, 
Breathe that holy Name in prayer. 

Words: Lydia O. Baxter, 1870. Music: W. Howard Doane, 
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