
Halleluiah!  What a Saviour 

P: To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom 

and priests to serve his God and Father – to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

Revelation1:7-8 

7 ‘Look, he is coming with the clouds,’ 

    and ‘every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him’; 

    and all peoples on earth ‘will mourn because of him.’ 

So shall it be! Amen. 
8 ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come, the 

Almighty.’ Let us celebrate in the Resurrection of our Lord through this service 

Opening Hymn 

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days, and God of Love; 

Jehovah, great I AM! by earth and Heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name forever blessed. 

The God of Abraham praise, at whose supreme command 
From earth I rise—and seek the joys at His right hand; 
I all on earth forsake, its wisdom, fame, and power; 
And Him my only portion make, my shield and tower. 

The God of Abraham praise, whose all sufficient grace 

Shall guide me all my happy days, in all my ways. 

He calls a worm His friend, He calls Himself my God! 
And He shall save me to the end, thro’ Jesus’ blood. 

The whole triumphant host give thanks to God on high; 
Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, they ever cry. 
Hail, Abraham’s God, and mine! (I join the heav’nly lays,) 

All might and majesty are Thine, and endless praise. 

Words: Thomas Olivers, Music: Leoni Hebrew melody, Sacred Harmony, 1780 

 

Kauma 
 

P. †Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who sanctifies 
us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in 
the highest.  
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   
 

P. Holy art thou, O God.  
C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us. (To be repeated thrice) 
 



 

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 
 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  
C. Glory be to you, O God. 
 
P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 
C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  
 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  

 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 

 

Lesson 1- Gen. 32:22-32  

Lesson 2- Acts. 1:1-8 

Meditation 
L: The last words of Jesus 
And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, `Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!' 
And having said this, He breathed his last. 

The curtain of the Temple in Jerusalem was torn in two. In this Great Temple there was a place called 
the Holy of Holies. This was the meeting place between a Holy God and a sinful people. This curtain 
prevented un-holy people from entering the Holy house of God. Once a year, the Great High Priest 

was permitted by Jewish law to enter this place with awe and trembling to make the sacrifice for the 
sins of the people. This was the Great Day of Atonement. 
However, when Jesus cried out, "It is finished"--this curtain was no longer necessary. Jesus Christ 
would now be our only mediator between God and His people. 
With that part of the journey now completed--Jesus was ready to go home! 
 

Max Lucado captures this moment better than anyone else when he wrote: 
   "The voice that screamed at God, `My God, My God, 
    Why have you forsaken me,' now says, `Father.' 
    The two are again one. The abandoned is now found. The difference is now bridged. 
 

'It's over.' 

            Satan's vultures have been scattered. Hell's demons have been jailed. 

            Death has been damned. 
            The sun is out, 
             "It's over.” 
             
           `Take me home.' 
            Yes, take him home. 
            Take this prince to his king.    Take this son to his father 

            Take this pilgrim to his home. He deserves a rest. 
             "Take me home.” 
 
“Come ten thousand angels! Come and take this wounded child to the cradle of his Father's arms!" 



            "Farewell manger's infant 

            Bless You holy ambassador 
            Go Home death slayer 
            Rest well sweet soldier 

                        "The battle is over." 
So Jesus cried out with a loud voice--(not a whisper or a whimper) for all to hear his declaration, 
"Father, into your hands, I commit my spirit!" 
Dr. William Barclay writes, "Jesus died with a prayer on his lips. `Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit.' That is Psalm 31:5 with one word added-- Father. That verse was the prayer every Jewish 
mother taught her child to say last thing at night. Just as we were taught, maybe, to say, `Now I lay 
me down to sleep,' so the Jewish mother taught her child to say, before the threatening dark came 

down, `Into your hands I commit my spirit.' Jesus made it even more intimate, for he began it with 
the word Father. Even on the cross Jesus died like a child falling asleep in his father's arms." 
 
By Pastor John O'Neal, Grace Lutheran Church 

 

Hymn 
“Man of Sorrows,” what a name 
For the Son of God who came 
Ruined sinners to reclaim! 
  Hallelujah! what a Savior! 
 

Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 
In my place condemned He stood; 
Sealed my pardon with His blood; 
  Hallelujah! what a Savior! 
 
Guilty, vile, and helpless, we, 

Spotless Lamb of God was He; 

Full redemption—can it be? 
  Hallelujah! what a Savior! 
 
Lifted up was He to die, 
“It is finished!” was His cry; 
Now in heaven exalted high; 

  Hallelujah! what a Savior! 
 
When He comes, our glorious King, 
To His kingdom us to bring, 
Then anew this song we’ll sing 
  Hallelujah! what a Savior! Philip Paul Bliss 1838-1876 
 

 
L: The Last Walk  

The first step was in purple. 

Robed by the soldiers, condemned at Pilate's seat. 
Mocked by the Pharisees, crowned by the people. 
Then pride took a fall, and into the dust conceit,  
Bled from the temple. 
 
The next few heavy steps,  

Drops of greed and envy fell like water. 
Mixed in his sweat a pouring stream wept 
With the anguish of Jerusalem's daughters. 
And fear in death slept. 



 

Weighed down in pain,  
Through the way of sorrows he bore it all,  
Carrying anger and fear and man's disdain 

Trembling in love, lifted up again to fall 
For man so vain. 
 
At last on Golgotha's hill 
He gently put me down. ‘It is finished' he screamed. 
Pride, envy, greed and anger forever be still. 
'Father into your hands', with love redeemed. 
Do as you will.  

 (Cong to stand) 

Prayer of Confession – Resurrection prayer 

 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 
 
All together:  
O Risen Lord, be our resurrection and life. 
Be the resurrection and the life for those caught in the grip of sin, addiction and for those who feel 

forsaken. For those who live as if you do not. 
Be the resurrection and the life in us who know the good but fail to do it, who have not been judged 
but still judge, who know love but still live for self, who know hope but succumb to despair. 
Be the resurrection and the life for those dying of malnutrition and hunger and for those imprisoned 
unjustly and those imprisoned justly. 
Be the resurrection for those in the throes of sickness that leads to death. Be the resurrection and the 

life in marriages that are disintegrating. 
O Risen Lord, be the resurrection in the life we share and the fellowship we enjoy, that filled anew 
with the wonder of your love, and the power of your grace, we may go forth to proclaim your 

resurrection. Amen 
 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 

Intercessory Prayers 

Psalm 40 

P:  1 I waited patiently for the LORD; 

    he turned to me and heard my cry. 

2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, 

    out of the mud and mire; 

he set my feet on a rock 

    and gave me a firm place to stand. 

 

C:3 He put a new song in my mouth, 

    a hymn of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear the LORD 

    and put their trust in him. 

 



(To be sung) 

To God be the glory, great things He has done; 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 

And opened the life gate that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
And give Him the glory, great things He has done. 

P:4 Blessed is the one 

    who trusts in the LORD, 

who does not look to the proud, 

    to those who turn aside to false gods. 

 

C:5 Many, LORD my God, 

    are the wonders you have done, 

    the things you planned for us. 

None can compare with you; 

    were I to speak and tell of your deeds, 

    they would be too many to declare. 

 

P:6 Sacrifice and offering you did not desire— 

    but my ears you have opened— 

    burnt offerings and sin offerings[d] you did not require. 

 

C:7 Then I said, “Here I am, I have come— 

    it is written about me in the scroll.[e] 

8 I desire to do your will, my God; 

    your law is within my heart.” 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
To every believer the promise of God; 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. …Chorus 

 

P:9 I proclaim your saving acts in the great assembly; 

    I do not seal my lips, LORD, 

    as you know. 

10 I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; 

    I speak of your faithfulness and your saving help. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14532d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14533e


I do not conceal your love and your faithfulness 

    from the great assembly. 

C:11 Do not withhold your mercy from me, LORD; 

    may your love and faithfulness always protect me. 

12 For troubles without number surround me; 

    my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see. 

They are more than the hairs of my head, 

    and my heart fails within me. 

13 Be pleased to save me, LORD; 

    come quickly, LORD, to help me. 

Great things He has taught us, great things He has done, 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. …Chorus 

Words: Fanny Crosby 1875 Music: W. Howard Doane 

Gospel Reading  

P:  †Peace be with you all. 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 
 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as 

recorded by St .John 20:24-29 

 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 
Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
C: So we believe and affirm. 

  (After reading the Gospel, the priest says,†'Peace be with you all') 

 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, 
that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now 
heard.  

 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 
world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from 

heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 

crucified†also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He 

rose again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no 

end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 
We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission 
of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 

 



Birthday & Wedding Anniversary & Thanksgiving 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me 

Over life's tempestuous sea; 

Unknown waves before me roll, 

Hiding rock and treach'rous shoal. 

Chart and compass came from thee; 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 

 

As a mother stills her child, 

Thou canst hush the ocean wild; 

Boist'rous waves obey thy will 

When thou say'st to them, "Be still!" 

Wondrous Sov'reign of the sea, 

Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 

 

 When at last I near the shore, 

And the fearful breakers roar 

'Twixt me and the peaceful rest, 

Then, while leaning on thy breast, 

May I hear thee say to me, 

"Fear not; I will pilot thee." 

Text: Edward Hopper, 1818-1888 Music: John Edgar Gould, 1822-1875 

Offertory 
 
The cross it standeth fast, 

Hallelujah! hallelujah! 
Defying every blast, 
Hallelujah! hallelujah! 
The winds of hell have blown, 
The world its hate hath shown, 
Yet it is not overthrown, 
Hallelujah for the cross! Hallelujah, hallelujah, 

Hallelujah for the cross; 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
  It shall never suffer loss. 
 
It is the old cross still, 
Hallelujah! hallelujah! 

Its triumph let us tell, 
Hallelujah! hallelujah! 
The grace of God here shone, 
Through Christ the blessed Son, 
Who did for sin atone  
Hallelujah for the cross! 
 

’Twas here the debt was paid, 
Hallelujah! hallelujah! 
Our sins on Jesus laid, 
Hallelujah! hallelujah! 
So round the cross we sing 



Of Christ, our offering, 

Of Christ, our living King, 
Hallelujah for the cross! 
 
Lyrics: Horatius Bonar 1808-1889  Music:James McGranahan 1840-1907 

 

MESSAGE 

Closing Prayer 

P: As we meditate on the pain, passion and the promise of the cross, let us together pray:-  

C: Jesus, you have overcome death and conquered every fear I could imagine 

Help me to live each day remembering that you are alive. 

That you are bigger than anything or any situation. 

And that Your power is real. 

Thank you for your amazing sacrifice. 

Jesus, please lead me, so I can walk with you. 

Amen. 

  

 
Prayer and Benediction 

P: Lord, the resurrection of Your Son has given us new life and renewed hope. 

Help us to live as new people in pursuit of your word to love. 

Grant us wisdom to know what we must do,  

the will to want to do it, 

the courage to undertake it, 

the perseverance to continue to do it, 

and the strength to complete it. 

 

In the name of the eternal Father, the resurrected Son and the Holy Spirit, may peace be on us all. 

Amen 

Closing Hymn and Kiss of peace 

Low in the grave He lay, Jesus my Savior, 
Waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 

Up from the grave He arose, 

With a mighty triumph o’er His foes, 
He arose a Victor from the dark domain, 

And He lives forever, with His saints to reign. 
He arose! He arose! 
Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

Vainly they watch His bed, Jesus my Savior; 
Vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord! 

Words & Music: Rorbert Lowry, 1874 
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