
Heaven’s special child 
 
 
This is a service celebrating childhood & children 
Sunday, Nov 8th 9.45am 
   

We thank our friends from the Mar Thoma Opportunity School  
for joining us in this worship service.  
 
P:  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and 

mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— "that it may go well with you 
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth. "Fathers, do not exasperate your children; 
instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.  

Ephesians 6:1-4 
Individually each of you is Heaven’s special child and we thank God for this. We welcome 

you all to this service especially our friends from the Opportunity School and we pray that 
each of us will be blessed and find true meaning through this service.  

 
Opening Hymn 
Jesus loves me!  
This I know,  
For the Bible tells me so.  
Little ones to Him belong;  

They are weak but He is strong.  
 
Chorus:  
Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me!  

The Bible tells me so.  
 
Jesus loves me when I'm good.  
When I do the things I should.  
Jesus loves me when I'm bad,  
but it makes him oh so sad.  
 

I love Jesus, does he know? 
Have I ever told Him so? 
Jesus loves to hear me say, 
That I love him every day.  
 

When the nights are dark and long, 
In my heart He puts a song. 

Telling me in words so clear, 
"Have no fear, for I am near."  
 
Kauma  
 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 
P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who 
sanctifies us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, 

hosanna in the highest.  
 
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest.   
 
P. Holy art thou, O God  



C. Holy art thou, Almighty God 
 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord ; the  Messiah : who was crucified for us have mercy on us  

 
P. O Lord , have mercy on us. 
C. O Lord , have mercy on us and bless us . 
 
P. O Lord , accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us  
C. Glory be to you , O God. 
 

P. Glory be to you O Creator 
C. Glory be to you , O King the Messiah ;who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us O Lord. 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 
All:   Our Father who art  in heaven, Hallowed be thy  name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done  in heaven.  

Give us this day  our daily bread.  
And Forgive us our debts  as we forgive our debtors  . 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory ,  
      Forever.  Amen.   
 
(Cong to be seated) 

 
The first and second lesson   
1st Lesson  Deuteronomy 6:1-9  2nd Lesson     Ephesians 5:1-10 

 

Meditation  

Teach Your Children Well 
Deuteronomy 11:18-21  
  

Place these words on your hearts. Get them deep inside you. Tie them on your hands and 
foreheads as a reminder. Teach them to your children. Talk about them wherever you are, 
sitting at home or walking in the street; talk about them from the time you get up in the 
morning until you fall into bed at night. Inscribe them on the doorposts and gates of your 
cities so that you'll live a long time, and your children with you, on the soil that God 
promised to give your ancestors for as long as there is a sky over the Earth.  

  

You shall teach [God’s Word] to your children . . . when you sit in your house, when you 
walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. —Deut. 11:19 
The Sleeping Beauty Waltz, the 1812 Overture, and The Nutcracker Suite were all part of 
the music of my childhood. 
Sometimes a narrator told stories or—as in the case of Tubby the Tuba and Peter and the 
Wolf—introduced my sisters and me to the sounds of different instruments. In their desire 

to pass on their love for music, my parents used this method as a teaching tool. It worked! 
Weaving the classic tales with classical tunes made a powerful impact on us. 
When an adult wants to impart important information to a child, it’s often best related in a 
story because it is more easily understood and enjoyed. Telling children the stories in 
God’s Word is especially crucial because the Bible’s enduring truth can shape character and 
show consequences of actions (1 Cor. 10:11). Tiny seeds of faith can be cultivated in 
fertile soil and help children to see how God has worked in the lives of His followers 

throughout history. Bible stories also show how God is intimately involved in our lives. 
What we have seen God do for us and what He has done for His people throughout history 
must be passed on to the next generation (Deut. 11:1-21). Their future depends on it. 
Teach your children well.  
 
Tell me the story of Jesus, 
Write on my heart every word; 



Tell me the story most precious, 
Sweetest that ever was heard!  
 
The character of your children tomorrow depends on what you put into their hearts today. 
— Cindy Hess Kasper 
 

Hymn 

Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, 
Look upon a little child; 

Pity my simplicity, 
Suffer me to come to Thee. 

Lamb of God, I look to Thee; 
Thou shalt my Example be; 
Thou art gentle, meek, and mild; 
Thou wast once a little child. 

Loving Jesus, gentle Lamb, 
In Thy gracious hands I am; 
Make me, Savior, what Thou art, 
Live Thyself within my heart. 

I shall then show forth Thy praise, 
Serve Thee all my happy days; 
Then the world shall always see 

Christ, the holy Child, in me. 

Reflections Of A Parent 

I gave you life, but cannot live it for you.  

I can give you directions, but I cannot be there to lead you. 
I can take you to church, but I cannot make you believe.  
I can teach you right from wrong, but I cannot always decide for you.  
I can buy you beautiful clothes, but I cannot make you beautiful inside.  
I can offer you advice, but I cannot accept it for you.  
I can give you love, but I cannot force it upon you. 
I can teach you to share, but I cannot make you unselfish. 

I can teach you respect, but I cannot force you to show honor.  

I can advise you about friends, but cannot choose them for you.  
I can advise you about sex, but I cannot keep you pure. 
I can tell you about alcohol & drugs, but I can't say "No" for you.  
I can tell you about lofty goals, but I can't achieve them for you.  
I can teach you about kindness, but I can't force you to be gracious.  
I can pray for you, but I cannot make you walk with God.  

I can tell you how to live, but I cannot give you eternal life.  
I can love you with unconditional love all of my life... and I will.  

Cong to stand 
 

Confession 

 
L: From crown of my head to soles of my feet  
I give to Jesus my being complete 
For guidance and wisdom throughout the day 

Every step that I take every word that I say  
 



 
 
C: (to be sung) 
 God answers prayer in the morning; 

God answers prayer through the day; 
God answers prayer in the evening- 
He hears every time you pray. 
 

 
L: Help me to treat others as I’d have them treat me 
And as I forgive others, Dear Lord forgive me 

Temper each word and help me act with thy love 
And give me the wisdom that comes from above 
 

Keep me from sickness, accidents and sin 
And help me patient and kind to all men 
Give me faith and hope I humbly pray  

With courage and strength throughout the day  
 

C:  Talk to the Lord in the morning; 

Talk to the Lord through the day; 
Talk to the Lord in the evening- 
He's near, and He knows your name.  

 
L: Help me to reach out to differently abled children 

And for their families we pray, You will strengthen. 
Help me to comfort the sick and the sad 
And bring joy to others and make them all glad 

 
 
I thank thee for life, for home and love 
For food and clothes – gifts from above  
For Jesus who died to save me from sin 
For life everlasting through His name, Amen 
 

C: Jesus is love in the morning; 
Jesus is love through the day; 
Jesus is love in the evening- 
Just turn to Him now and pray   Words by Ken Bible 

 

Thanksgiving 

L: We pray for the many that have given their lives to serve the needs of the physically 
and mentally challenged. We pray you will bless them and strengthen them, especially in 
times of doubt and worry.  

C: Dear Lord, help me to help one another. 

L: We thank you for the many Churches and institutions which give support and a home to 
heaven’s special children. We pray that you will reinforce their vision and guide these 
centres of love and compassion.  

C: Dear Lord, teach me to give with heart. 
 
C: We thank you for all our children- treasures of innocence, bundles of joy, owners of the 

future. Help us to teach them to recognize the beauty of life and that sadness can be 
overcome with a little love.   
 



D: Dear Lord, show me how to be grateful. Amen    

L: The Iron Man  

A son said to his father ‘Dad will you be willing to run a marathon with me?’. The father 
despite his age and heart disease says ‘Yes’. And they run that marathon together. The 
son asks “Dad are you willing to run another marathon with me?” Again the father says  
‘Yes”. They run another marathon, together. One day the son asks his father “Will you 
please do the Ironman with me?” Now just in case you wouldn’t know the Iron man is the 
toughest triathlon in existence; 4 km swimming, 180km by bike and finally another 42km 
running. Again the father said “yes”.    

The Beginning of Team Hoyt 

It all started when Rick Hoyt was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, a condition that occurs 
when oxygen to the brain is blocked during the birth process. “It means the brain can’t 
send the correct messages to his muscles. Many doctors encouraged the Hoyts to 

institutionalize the baby at the young age of nine months, informing them that he would 
be nothing more than a “vegetable”. Rick’s mother, Judy Hoyt, once proclaimed, “There is 
no way we will ever put our son away. We love him. He is ours. We will work with him and 
bring him to the place where he can reach his greatest potential. We will never, never put 
him away simply because he is different”  

In the spring of 1977, Rick told his father that he wanted to participate in a 5-mile benefit 
run for a Lacrosse player who had been paralyzed in an accident. Far from being a long-
distance runner, Dick agreed to push Rick in his wheelchair and they finished all 5 miles, 
coming in next to last. That night, Rick told his father, "Dad, when I'm running, it feels like 

I'm not handicapped." 
 
This realization was just the beginning of what would become over 1,000 races completed, 
including marathons, duathlons and triathlons (6 of them being Ironman competitions). 
Also adding to their list of achievements, Dick and Rick biked and ran across the U.S. in 
1992, completing a full 3,735 miles in 45 days.  

Video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UH943Az_lPQ 

Puppies For Sale  

A store owner was tacking a sign above his door that read "Puppies For Sale". Signs like 
that have a way of attracting small children, and sure enough, a little boy appeared under 

the store owner's sign. "How much are you going to sell the puppies for?" he asked. The 
store owner replied, "Anywhere from $30 to $50." The little boy reached in his pocket and 

pulled out some change. "I have $2.37," he said. "Can I please look at them?" The store 
owner smiled and whistled and out of the kennel came Lady, who ran down the aisle of his 
store followed by five teeny, tiny balls of fur. One puppy was lagging considerably behind. 
Immediately the little boy singled out the lagging, limping puppy and said, "What's wrong 
with that little dog?" The store owner explained that the veterinarian had examined the 
little puppy and had discovered it didn't have a hip socket. It would always limp. It would 
always be lame. The little boy became excited. "That is the little puppy that I want to buy." 

The store owner said, "No, you don't want to buy that little dog. If you really want him, I'll 
give him to you." The little boy got quite upset. He looked straight into the store owner's 
eyes, pointing his finger, and said, " I don't want you to give him to me. That little dog is 
worth every bit as much as all the other dogs and I'll pay full price. In fact, I'll give you 
$2.37 now, and 50 cents a month until I have him paid for." The store owner countered, " 

You really don't want to buy this little dog. He is never going to be able to run and jump 

and play with you like the other puppies." To this, the little boy reached down and rolled 
up his pant leg to reveal a badly twisted, crippled left leg supported by a big metal brace. 
He looked up at the store owner and softly replied, "Well, I don't run so well myself, and 
the little puppy will need someone who understands!"  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UH943Az_lPQ


By Dan Clark 
Weathering the Storm from Chicken Soup for the Soul 

Prayer of the children  

Kurt Bestor served as a missionary in Serbia during the 1970s. He lived with many 
different races and religions of people in this war torn country; Serbians, Muslims, 

Croatians, etc. At one point, he was working in a hospital caring for the children who had 
been devastated by this war that was not theirs. While retrieving supplies from a 

neighboring town, this hospital was bombed. Bestor came back to find it destroyed and all 

the innocent little children he had come to care for dead. When he returned to the US, he 
was inspired to write a song – Prayer of the children- in tribute to the children, the 

innocent, who were the ones suffering from this war the most.  

Those children didn't hate anybody," he said. "They didn't care about who owned the land, 
or who had the power or the money. These are adult neuroses. They just wanted to have a 

mom and dad and a place to play." 

Can you hear the prayer of the children? 
On bended knee, in the shadow of an unknown room 

Empty eyes with no more tears to cry 
Turning heavenward toward the light 

Crying Jesus, help me 
To feel the sun again upon my face, 

For when darkness clears I know you're near, 
Bringing peace again 

(Every year thousands of innocent children die due to wars. Many are orphaned and 
handicapped. ) 

Video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CTZFIcqnQMg&feature=related 
  

Cong to stand 

HEAVEN'S VERY SPECIAL CHILD  

A meeting was held quite far from Earth! 
It's time again for another birth. 

Said the Angels to the LORD above, 
This Special Child will need much love.  

His progress may be very slow, 
Accomplishments he may not show. 

And he'll require extra care 
From the folks he meets down there.  

He may not run or laugh or play, 
His thoughts may seem quite far away, 

In many ways he won't adapt, 
And he'll be known as handicapped.  

So let's be careful where he's sent, 
We want his life to be content. 

Please LORD, find the parents who 
Will do a special job for you.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serbia


They will not realize right away 
The leading role they're asked to play, 

But with this child sent from above 
Comes stronger faith and richer love.  

And soon they'll know the privilege given 
In caring for their gift from Heaven. 

Their precious charge, so meek and mild, 
Is HEAVEN'S VERY SPECIAL CHILD.  

Edna Massimilla.   

 
Gospel Reading  

P:  Peace be with you all 
C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world 

as recorded by  
C: Blessed is he that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for 
our Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the 
blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
C: So we believe and affirm 

( After reading the Gospel the priest says 'Peace be with you all') 
 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of 

the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel 
which we have now heard.  
 
  

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 
before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our 
salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary, and was made man. He was crucified also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; 
suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father's holy will, 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with 

glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the 

prophets and the apostles. 
We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 

Songs : The Mar Thoma Opportunity School  

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary 

When He cometh, when He cometh 
To make up His jewels, 
All His jewels, precious jewels, 
His loved and His own. 

Like the stars of the morning, 
His brightness adorning, 



They shall shine in their beauty, 
Bright gems for His crown. 

He will gather, He will gather 
The gems for His kingdom; 
All the pure ones, all the bright ones, 
His loved and His own. 

Little children, little children, 
Who love their Redeemer, 

Are the jewels, precious jewels, 
His loved and His own. 

Offertory 

There is sunshine in my soul today, 
More glorious and bright 
Than glows in any earthly sky, 
For Jesus is my Light. 

Refrain 

O there’s sunshine, blessèd sunshine, 
When the peaceful, happy moments roll; 
When Jesus shows His smiling face, 
There is sunshine in the soul. 

There is music in my soul today, 
A carol to my King, 
And Jesus, listening, can hear 
The songs I cannot sing. 

There is springtime in my soul today, 
For, when the Lord is near, 
The dove of peace sings in my heart, 
The flowers of grace appear. 

There is gladness in my soul today, 

And hope and praise and love, 

For blessings which He gives me now, 
For joys in future days. 

Words: Eliza E. Hewitt  Music: John Sweney 

 

Message 

Closing Thought 

Comparison 

"It is always difficult to keep simple and clear. The world worships success, the bigger 
the better; the greater the audience the greater the speaker; the colossal super buildings, 
cars, aero planes and people. Simplicity is lost. The successful people are not the ones who 

are building a new world. To be a real revolutionary requires a complete change of heart 
and mind, and how few want to free themselves. One cuts the surface roots; but to cut the 
deep feeding roots of mediocrity, success, needs something more than words, methods, 
compulsions. There seem to be few, but they are the real builders--the rest labor in vain. 

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/h/e/w/hewitt_ees.htm


 
One is everlastingly comparing oneself with another, with what one is, with what one 
should be, with someone who is more fortunate. This comparison really kills. Comparison 
is degrading, it perverts one's outlook. And on comparison one is brought up. All our 

education is based on it and so is our culture. So there is everlasting struggle to be 
something other than what one is. The understanding of what one is uncovers 
creativeness, but comparison breeds competitiveness, ruthlessness, ambition, which we 
think brings about progress. Progress has only led so far to more ruthless wars and misery 
than the world has ever known. To bring up children without comparison is true 
education."   

 

 
Prayer & Benediction 
 
We pray for special children and special parents, Dear Lord strengthen them with patience 
and determination. We pray for our Opportunity School and the wonderful work that they 
do in taking care of these precious jewels. We thank you for loving teachers, bless them 
and provide for them.  
We thank God for childhood and children. For the pure joy that comes from innocence.  

     
God, give me the faith of a little child! 
A faith that will look to Thee— 
That never will falter and never fail, 
But follow Thee trustingly. 
 
May the peace which passes all understanding be on all of us, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Doxology & Kiss of Peace 

Hymn  

A new song, a new song we sing to the Lord. 
Our song is of praise, hallelujah! 
He saw us and loved us; He lifted us up 
And set our feet on solid ground. 

How many are His marvelous deeds, 
The wonders of our God. 

His thoughts toward us are always love. 
Oh, who can compare with Him? 

Our song of praise we sing to God!  

Words & Music by Ken Bible 
© 1980 by Pilot Point Music. CCLI Song #41257. 

 

 
 
…………………………………… 
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