
Hope 
of  forgiveness and a second chance 
 
 P: Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live: 
 And whoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  

 
Our Father we thank thee for the hope of better days, of greater understanding, of forgiveness, of 
love and respect to another and eternal salvation through you. Amen 

Opening Hymn 

Grace, ’tis a charming sound, 

Harmonious to the ear; 
Heaven with the echo shall resound, 
And all the earth shall hear. 

Saved by grace alone 
This is all my plea 

Jesus died for all mankind  
And Jesus died for me. 
 
Twas grace that wrote my name 
In life’s eternal book; 
‘Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb,  
Who all my sorrows took 

Grace taught my wandering feet 
To tread the heavenly road; 

And new supplies each hour I meet, 
While pressing on to God. 

Grace taught my soul to pray 
And made mine eyes o’erflow; 
’Twas grace which kept me to this day, 
And will not let me go. 

Oh, let thy grace inspire 
My soul with strength divine! 
May all my powers to Thee aspire, 
And all my days be Thine.  

Words: Philip Doddridge, Augustus M. Toplady, 1776, Music:  Isaac Smith,  1770 

 

 

Kauma  
 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who 
sanctifies us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna 
in the highest.  
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.   

P. Holy art thou, O God.  
C. Holy art thou, Almighty God. 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us have mercy on us  
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P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 
 
P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 
 
P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 
C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  
 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  
 

 
 
(Cong. to be seated)  
 

Lesson 1-  2 Kings 4:8-37 

Lesson 2 – 2 Cor. 5:1-10 
 

 
L: Meditation 
 
A poem reads thus,  
Come, see the hillside in the dawn, the cross bereft of him who died; 
see the open cleft that greets the day, the empty wherein he lay. 
Go quickly, Leave the place of death and swiftly run to those who have not heard the victory’s 
won, 

Who watch and wait, make haste to teeming throngs who need to know, for whom the news 
unless you quickly go, will come too late 
And tell, o spread the news as long as you have breath, that Jesus holds the power over death; 
His name be praised! For he is risen as he said, 
And in that Glorious rising from the dead, we too are raised. 
 
We gather here this morning to celebrate again in The Resurrection of Jesus Christ. To give praise 

to a God who moved the stone that day and a God who still moves the stones, the trials of our 
lives today. 
 
The  Empty Tomb that provides hope in a hopeless world. 
 
A father and his teenage son were living in Mexico City. They had had an argument, and the son, 
Paco, shouted curses at his father and then stormed out of the house and didn’t return. Days 

turned into weeks, weeks turned into months.  
 

The father searched the city over and finally in desperation he went down to the newspaper and 
put an advertisement. It said, "Paco, if you read this, I want you to know that all is forgiven. I love 
you and I will be waiting for you at this Sunday at the entrance to the city park. I hope you show 
up, love dad." 

 
He said that Sunday morning 200 Paco’s showed up at the park, all looking for forgiveness. 
 
There are so many people searching in this world. Searching for forgiveness, for hope, for 
meaning. And the good news of the Resurrection is that the empty tomb provides that hope in a 
hopeless world. 
 

The resurrection gives us hope in the face of the unfairness of the world. It gives us strength and 
courage in every situation that we face. And we need that. You need it, I need it.  
 



 
Hymn 

 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ Name. 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

When darkness hides His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace. 

In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil. 

His oath, His covenant, His blood, 
Support me in the whelming flood. 

When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my Hope and Stay. 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh may I then in Him be found. 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 

Words: Edward Mote, circa 1834; William B. Bradbury, 1863 

 
L: A Second Chance 

God always wants the best for us, 
But in Eden we sinned; we really blew it. 
We disobeyed God’s direct decree; 

We separated from Him, and we knew it. 
 
You’d think we’d learn to behave ourselves, 
But through all time, we just kept doing it; 
Piling wrong on top of wrong, 
Our punishment—we kept accruing it. 
 

Jesus came and changed all that; 
He paid the price for all our sins; 
When we repent and believe in Him, 
We change, and a better life begins. 
 

Resurrection stands for a second chance 

For us to choose to put things right; 
If we repent, and really believe, 
Our record is polished clean and bright. 
 
When Jesus rose from the dead back then, 
He guaranteed our eternal life, 
Reunited with God in heaven, 

Free from tears and fears and strife. 
 
Resurrection ensures paradise 
For all of us, for you and me; 
We’re reconciled to our Lord and King 
For now and all eternity. 
By Joanna Fuchs 
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L: Denied yet forgiven 
Then Jesus turned to Peter and said, "Peter, do you love Me?" "Yes," said Peter. "You know I love 
You." 

"Then feed My lambs," said Jesus. Again, He asked Peter, "Do you really love Me?" 
"Yes, Lord," said Peter. "You know that I love You." 
"Then take care of My sheep," said Jesus. And for the third time, Jesus asked him, "Peter, do you 
love Me?" 
Peter felt bad because Jesus had asked him this question three times. (And Peter knew he had 
denied Jesus three times.) Peter cried out, "Lord, You know everything; surely You must know that 
I love You." 

"Then feed My sheep," said Jesus. 
Jesus Restores Us 

 
All four gospels tell us that Peter denied Jesus in a moment of fear and weakness, not once, but 
three times. It is only here, at the end of John's Gospel, that we see Jesus fully restore Peter. 
Peter had denied Jesus three times. And three times Peter was asked to confess that he loved 

Jesus. Sometimes we feel that we fail our Lord - and we do. But he keeps calling us back to the 
important question: Do you honestly love me?" 
Just as Jesus asked Peter this question three times, so also he asks us this question many times 
during our lives. Each time, we have to search our hearts and see if we really do love him. And 
when we do this, we are forced to cling to him more than before. This is how Jesus draws us back 
to him, and how he keeps us with him always. We live in the hope of his never ending love. 

 
Cong.  to stand 

Intercessory Prayers 

Prayer for forgiveness and grace 

L: Dear Lord, I need your forgiveness. My pride has blinded me, my selfishness has led me away 
from you, but through your grace help me see the truth, to follow your light through your word. 

 C: Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
Was blind, but now I see. 

L: I have many fears and worries, but I realize that through these fears I am drawn closer to you. 
I believe in your promise that you will work wonders for me and give me a second chance to undo 
my wrongs. 

C: ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 

L: I had thought that I could succeed on my own. That I can overcome all failures in my family and 
social life. But now I recognize that it was your amazing grace that took me though all dangers 
and stress and will continue to lead me every step of the way.  

C: Through many dangers, toils and snares, 
I have already come; 
’Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 



L: Thank you for the hope you give us of eternal joy and peace. Let us learn to love and laugh in 

your goodness. Forgive us and help us to forgive others and share your joy while we live on this 
earth.   

C: Yes, when this heart and flesh  shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease, 
I shall possess, within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 
                       Words: John Newton,  1779Music:  James P. Carrell and David S. Clayton 1831 

 
 
Gospel Reading  
 
P:  Peace be with you all. 
C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as 
recorded by. John.11:17-26 

 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 
Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed 

Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
C: So we believe and affirm. 
  (After reading the Gospel the priest says 'Peace be with you all') 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, 
that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now 
heard.  
  

 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before 

all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with 
the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our salvation, came down 

from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 
crucified also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day 
He rose again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom 
there will be no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with 

the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the 
apostles. 
We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 

 

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary 

Standing on the promises of Christ my King, 
Through eternal ages let His praises ring, 
Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 
Standing on the promises of God. 

Standing, standing, 
Standing on the promises of God my Savior; 

Standing, standing, 
I’m standing on the promises of God. 
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Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 

When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 
By the living Word of God I shall prevail, 
Standing on the promises of God. 

Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 
Bound to Him eternally by love’s strong cord, 

Overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword, 
Standing on the promises of God. 

Words & Music: R. Kelso Carter 1886 

 

Offertory 
I am thinking today of that beautiful land 

I shall reach when the sun goeth down; 
When through wonderful grace by my Savior I stand, 
Will there be any stars in my crown? 

Will there be any stars, any stars in my crown 

When at evening the sun goeth down? 
When I wake with the blest in the mansions of rest 
Will there be any stars in my crown? 

In the strength of the Lord let me labor and pray, 
Let me watch as a winner of souls, 
That bright stars may be mine in the glorious day, 
When His praise like the sea billow rolls. 

O what joy it will be when His face I behold, 
Living gems at his feet to lay down! 

It would sweeten my bliss in the city of gold, 
Should there be any stars in my crown. 

Words: Eliza E. Hewitt, 1897.  Music: John R. Sweney  

 

Message 

 

Closing thought  
 

A Second Chance  
 
Georgia Tech played the University of California in the 1929 Rose Bowl. In the game a player 
recovered a fumble, but became confused and ran the wrong way. A teammate tackled him just 
before he would have scored a touchdown against his own team. At halftime all of the players 
went into the dressing room and sat down, wondering what the coach would say. This young man 

sat by himself; put a towel over his head, and cried. 
When the team was ready to go back onto the field for the second half, the coach stunned the 
team when he announced that the same players who had started the first half would start the 
second. All of the players left the dressing room except this young man. He would not budge. The 
coach looked back as he called him again, and saw that his cheeks were wet with tears. The player 
said, "Coach, I can't do it. I've ruined you. I've disgraced the University of California. I can't face 
that crowd in the stadium again." 
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Then the coach put his hand on the player's shoulder and said, "Get up and go back in. The game 

is only half over." 
When I think of that story, deep inside I say, "What a coach!" When I read the story of Jonah in 
the Bible, and the stories of thousands like him, I say, "To think that God would give me another 

chance!" 
Billy Graham 

 

Cong.  to stand 

Closing prayer  (all together) 
C: Thank you Father for forgiving me, for washing and cleansing me. Thank you for loving me 
even when I fall and go wrong. Thank you for the hope of better days and the many chances you 

have given me to undo my wrongs. Help me also to forgive others as you have forgiven me. 
Thank you Lord that you keep no record of my wrong. Thank you that I am a new creature 
through Christ Jesus. 
I love you Father and I know that your amazing grace will always be with me.  I will praise your 

name forever. Amen.  

Benediction 

P:  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen (Rom15:13) 

Doxology & Kiss of peace 

Blessèd assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

This is my story, this is my song, 

Praising my Savior, all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior, all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

Perfect submission, all is at rest 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

Words: Fanny Crosby, 1873: Music:  Phoebe P. Knapp 
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