
In His Service 

Evangelism is the responsibility of every member of the Church  

Invocation 
Open our eyes, Lord 
We want to see Jesus, 
To reach out and touch Him, 

And say that we love Him. 
Open our ears, Lord 
And help us to listen. 
Open our eyes, Lord 
We want to see Jesus. 
 

 
P: It was he who gave “gifts to mankind”; he appointed some to be apostles, others to be 
prophets, others to be evangelists, others to be pastors and teachers. He did this to prepare 
all God’s people for the work of Christian service, in order to build up the body of Christ.  
Ephesians 4:12-13  
 
In this service we remember path breakers in evangelism. We offer our thanks to our priests 

for their dedication, their hard work, counsel and comfort. We pray for our mission fields and 
their efforts to reach out and help, for our evangelists in spreading the Word in the face of 
danger and for all those who work for the Church.  

Opening Hymn : Make Me a Blessing 

1  Out in the highways and byways of life, 
    many are weary and sad; 
    Carry the sunshine where darkness is rife 

    making the sorrowing glad. 
 

Chorus 
    Make me a blessing, Make me a       
   blessing, 
    Out of my life,  
    May Jesus shine; 
    Make me a blessing, O savior, I pray, 

    Make me a blessing to someone today. 
 
2 Tell the sweet story of Christ and His  
    love; 

    Tell of His pow'r to forgive; 
    Others will trust Him if only you prove 
    true ev'ry moment you live. 

 

 3  Give as 'twas given to you in your need; 
    Love as the Master loved you; 
    Be to the helpless a helper indeed; 
    Unto your mission be true. 
      Words: Ira. B. Wilson 

 

 

 



Kauma 

 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, , Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 
P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who 
sanctifies us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
hosanna in the highest.  

 
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.   
 
P. Holy art thou, O God  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty God 

 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord ; the  Messiah : who was crucified for us have mercy on us  
 
P. O Lord , have mercy on us. 
C. O Lord , have mercy on us and bless us . 
 

P. O Lord , accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us  
C. Glory be to you , O God. 
 
P. Glory be to you O Creator 
C. Glory be to you , O King the Messiah ;who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us O Lord. 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  
 

All:       Our Father who art  in heaven, Hallowed be thy  name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it done  in heaven.  
Give us this day  our daily bread.  
And Forgive us our debts  as we forgive our debtors  . 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is  kingdom, the power, and the glory ,  

      Forever.  Amen.   
 

The first and second lesson ( Cong to be seated) 

Hymn: Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace 
 

Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love; 

Where there is injury your pardon, Lord; 
And where there's doubt true faith in you. 
 
 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console; 
To be understood as to understand; 
To be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope; 

Where there is darkness, only light; 



And where there's sadness, ever joy. 

 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
In giving to all men that we receive; 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life.  
Words by Sebastian Temple 
 
 
Meditation 

Evangelism is the responsibility of every member of the Church  

Abraham Mar Thoma  

L: Abraham Mar Thoma was known all over India for his burning passion for Evangelism, for 
his zeal for spreading the gospel throughout India. He was the first Bishop of the Mar Thoma 
Church with a University Degree. He received his Theological training in Canada. It was during 
his time that the Mar Thoma Church became well known in the Western world.  

He was consecrated Bishop in the year 1917.  
He was installed Metropolitan in 1943 when Titus II passed away. He was born in an illustrious 
Orthodox family but his father passed away when he was very young and he was brought up 
in his mother’s house at Eraviperoor, a home that cherished the blessings of the reformation. 
Thus from his early days he was inspired with Evangelistic zeal. Even as a student in High 
school at Kottayam and in the Madras Christian College, he was a spiritual leader among his 
fellow-students.  

He strongly believed that evangelism was the responsibility of every member of the Church 
and not of the clergy alone. He emphasized that every man and woman was called to be a 
witness to Jesus Christ, irrespective of his secular occupation. It was this conviction that led 
him to organize groups of men and to give them specialized training in personal evangelism. 

Thus the Voluntary Evangelists Association was established as a movement of the Church. The 
women of the Church also were encouraged to take their part in fulfilling the mission of the 
Church.  He encouraged the formation of the Mar Thoma Suvisesha Sevika Sangham, which is 

the women’s auxiliary of the Evangelistic work in the Church.  
It was through his influence that many educated persons came to join the ministry of the 
Church, when they could have got lucrative positions elsewhere. After finding out suitable 
young people he arranged to send them for appropriate higher education and theological 
studies. He organized special summer schools for lay people engaged in secular jobs, for Bible 
study and training. The Vanitha mandiram for training women workers also was developed 

with his active encouragement. The call that he gave to young men and women to go and live 
in the villages of India in different language areas resulted in the establishment of Ashrams in 
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, and up to the borders of Tibet. His help was sought by Christian 
friends all over India to lead evangelistic conventions. Such assignments took him from cape 
Kanyakumari in the South to Kashmir in the North.  
He was President of the Mar Thoma Evangelistic Association and the National Missionary 

Society. The Abraham Mar Thoma Bible Institute established for the training of Voluntary 

evangelists in the Church was named after him. Though he was Metropolitan only for, four 
years, his long ministry as a Bishop strengthened the Church in all its missionary enterprises. 
Even though he was suffering from acute diabetes for many years, he went on working 
without a pause with the motto "it is far better to burn out than to rust out". He was called to 
eternal rest in 1947.  
 
"In Me"                        Video  Clip 

 
If you ask me to leap 
Out of my boat on the crashing waves 
If You ask me to go 



Preach to the lost world that Jesus saves 

 
I'll go, but I cannot go alone 
Cause I know I'm nothing on my own 

But the power of Christ in me makes me strong 
 
 
 
David Livingstone  (1813-1873) 
 
L:In 1844 Livingstone was at his new mission in Mabotsa. Though he always encouraged 

Africans to handle their own problems the Bakhatlans begged him to shoot lions that attacked 
their cattle. Reluctantly he took his double-barreled muzzle loader and joined them one 
particularly lion-infested day. He emptied both barrels into a very large male lion that darted 
into the bush. Reloading he noticed the wounded lion studying him! Years later in Missionary 
Travels and Researches in South Africa he wrote: 

          Starting, and looking half round, I saw the lion just in the act of  

          springing upon me. I was upon a little height; he caught my  
          shoulder as he sprang, and we both came to the ground below  
          together.  Growling horribly close to my ear, he shook me as a  
          terrier dog does a rat. The shock produced a stupor similar to that  
          which seems to be felt by a mouse after the first shake of the cat.  
          It caused a sort of dreaminess, in which there was no sense of  
          pain, nor feeling of terror...a merciful provision by our benevolent  

          Creator for lessening the pain of death.  Turning round to relieve  
          myself of the weight, as he had one paw on the back of my head,  
          I saw his eyes directed to Mebalwe, who was trying to shoot him  
          at a distance of ten or fifteen yards. His gun, a flint one, missed fire  
          in both barrels; the lion immediately left me and attacking  
          Mebalwe, bit his thigh. Another man, whose life I had saved  
          before, after he had been tossed by a buffalo, attempted to spear  

          the lion while he was biting Mebalwe. He left Mebalwe and caught  
          this man by the shoulder, but at that moment the bullets he had  
          received took effect, and he fell down dead... 
Asked later what profound thoughts were racing through his mind at what seemed his moment 
of death Livingstone always enjoyed the shock his truthful answer gave: "I was wondering 
what part of me he would eat first." 

 
Livingstone’s Prayer of Obedience: “Send me anywhere only go with me, lay any burden on 
me only sustain me, sever any ties but the ties that bind me to Your service and to Your heart. 
– 
 
[sources: Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa by David Livingstone, 1857, and 
David Livingstone: his life and his letters by George Seaver, 1957] 

 
 
Thanksgiving 

L: The Beautiful Hands of a Priest. 

We need them in life's early morning, 
We need them again at its close; 
We feel their warm clasp of true friendship, 
We seek it while tasting life's woes. 

When we come to this world we are sinful, 
The greatest as well as the least. 



And the hands that make us pure as angels 
Are the beautiful hands of a priest. 

At the altar each day we behold them, 
And the hands of a king on his throne 
Are not equal to them in their greatness 
Their dignity stands alone. 

For there in the stillness of morning 
Ere the sun has emerged from the east, 

There God rests between the pure fingers 
Of the beautiful hands of a priest. 

When we are tempted and wander 

To pathways of shame and sin 

'Tis the hand of a priest that absolve us. 
Not once but again and again. 

And when we are taking life's partner 
Other hands may prepare us a feast 
But the hands that will bless and unite us, 
Are the beautiful hands of a priest. 

God bless them and keep them all holy, 
For the Host which their fingers caress, 
What can a poor sinner do better 
Than to ask Him who chose them to bless 

When the death dews on our lids are falling, 
May our courage and strength be increased 

By seeing raised o'er us in blessing 
The beautiful hands of a priest.  

L: The hands of a leper 
 
Knotted, gnarled, bruised and cut 
Fingers missing and hands no better 
Bandaged where raw, torn and sore,  
These then are the hands of a leper. 
 

She uses her hands like anyone of us 
They’ve been with her for all along 
Though the sight of them now disgusts her,  
Hands that once caressed and righted wrong.  
 

Now bereft of beauty or touch 

An appendage with little feel. 
At times she looks at them hoping 
That someday they may heal 
 
We try to stay away from them 
No family, these rejects of society,  
There are others to take care of them 

Most certainly not our responsibility.   
 
But the pain and anguish in every finger 
Is a pointer for us, a simple reminder 



That we have to reach out, to touch another 

For God also resides, in the hands of the leper.  
Dann Thomas 
 

 
Reach Out and Touch somebody’s hand   Video Clip 
 
Take a little time out of your busy day 
To give encouragement 
To someone who's lost the way 
Or would I be talking to a stone 

If I asked you 
To share a problem that's not your own 
We can change things if we start giving 
Why don't you 
Reach out and touch Somebody's hand 

Make this world a better place if you can 

 
 
Cong to stand  

Intercessory prayers 

Prayer for our Priests & Evangelists 

L:  Father, show your tender love to your priests, these religious leaders who have been given 
great responsibility. Inspire them with a deep sense of your mystery which they touch, and 
about which they speak. May they always remember that you have created all things in your 
image and likeness; that everything has in itself a divine spark; that all things come from you 
as their source and will return to you as their definitive and eternal destination.  
 

The priest these graces shall possess:  

of an ambassador the just address,  
a father’s tenderness, a shepherd’s care,  
a leader’s courage which the cross can bear,  
a ruler’s arm, a watchman’s wakeful eye,  
a pilot’s skill, the helm in storms to ply,  
a fisher’s patience and a labourer’s toil,  

a guide’s dexterity to disembroil,  
a prophet’s inspiration from above,  
a teacher’s knowledge and a Saviour’s love.  

Ch: There’s a call comes ringing over the restless wave, 

“Send the light! Send the light!” 
There are souls to rescue there are souls to save, 
Send the light! Send the light! 

Send the light, the blessèd Gospel light; 
Let it shine from shore to shore! 
Send the light, the blessèd Gospel light; 
Let it shine forevermore! 

 
L: Grant them the gift of humility in their service; you have given to your priests a sacred 

vocation; purify them, sanctify them, strengthen them. You have made them representatives 
of your only son Jesus and given them responsibilities towards your people, the Church; 
support them with your strength. May they always be aware that you are with them and act in 
them. May they be your instruments of love, reconciliation and spiritual renewal. 



Ch: Let us not grow weary in the work of love, 

“Send the light! Send the light!” 
Let us gather jewels for a crown above, 
Send the light! Send the light!   

Send the light, the blessèd Gospel light; 
Let it shine from shore to shore! 

Send the light, the blessèd Gospel light; 
Let it shine forevermore! 

L:Your priests and evangelists are human, weak, and sinners like all other people. You knew it 
even before you called them to your service. Nevertheless, you destined them in their place in 
your plan of love; be always with your chosen ones and help them. Bestow on them the joy of 
the Holy Spirit, to be a prophetic voice in the world, to guide your people, to speak the words 
of the Good News of your kingdom, to dispense your grace, to provide spiritual freedom, to be 
channels of your divine mercy and pathways of your love and tenderness. 

We pray for our Evangelists and mission workers as they dare to share your word with the 
unknown. Give them the strength to overcome disappointments and pain in spreading the 
Good News. Give them the words to be inspirational and diplomatic, loving but not weak, 
convincing but not wearied. Dear Lord be their strength and guide at all times.  

We are also thankful for our deacons, sextons and others who work for the Church, be with 
them and their families. Help us to provide for all their needs. 

C: Let us pray that grace may everywhere abound, 
“Send the light! Send the light!” 

And a Christlike spirit everywhere be found, 
Send the light! Send the light! 

Send the light, the blessèd Gospel light; 
Let it shine from shore to shore! 
Send the light, the blessèd Gospel light; 
Let it shine forevermore! 

Gospel Reading  
 
P:  Peace be with you all 
C:  May the Lord make us worthy to listen to His Word 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world 

as recorded by ………….. 
C: Blessed is he that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 
Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the 
blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way . 

C: So we believe and affirm 

( After reading the Gospel the priest says ‘Peace be with you all’ 
 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the 
world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which 
we have now heard.  
  
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
of all things visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the 
Father before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, 



being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.Who, for us 

men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man. He was crucified also for us in the days 
of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by 

His Father’s holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His 
kingdom there will be no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the 
Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who 
spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 
(Cong to be seated) 
 

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary  -  

There's a sweet sweet spirit in this place 
And I know that it's the spirit of the Lord 
 
There are sweet expressions on each face 
And I know that it's the presence of the Lord 
 
Sweet Holy Spirit 

Sweet heavenly dove 
Stay right here with us 
Filling us with your love 
And for these blessings 
We lift our hearts in praise  
Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place 

Words and music: Doris Akers © 1962 Manna Music 

 

Offertory Hymn  

Pass It On 
It only takes a spark to get a fire going, 
And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing; 
That's how it is with God's Love, 
Once you've experienced it, 

Your spread the love to everyone 
You want to pass it on.  

 What a wonderous time is spring, 

When all the tress are budding 
The birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming; 
That's how it is with God's love, 
Once you've experienced it. 
You want to sing, it's fresh like spring, 
You want to pass it on.  

I wish for you my friend 
This happiness that I've found; 
You can depend on God 



It matters not where you're bound, 

I'll shout it from the mountain top - PRAISE GOD! 
I want the world to know 
The Lord of love has come to me 
I want to pass it on.                  Words and music by Kurt Kaiser  

Message 

Graham Staines 
L:In January 1999 Gladys’s husband and sons, Esther’s father and two brothers, were 

martyred for Christ in India. (Graham Staines, a missionary from Australia who specialized in 
work with lepers) 
On January 23rd of 1999, Graham and his two sons, Phillip (11 yrs.) and Timothy (6 yrs.) 
were murdered by a large mob of militant Hindus. They had gone to a Christian camp in the 
jungle, where Graham was ministering. At midnight the mob attacked, setting fire to the jeep 
in which Graham and his sons were sleeping. They were burned alive. When the fire finally 

cooled, they found the charred body of Graham Staines with his arms around the bodies of his 

sons.  
Graham served the Lord in the jungles of Orissa for over 34 years. He was described as “a 
wonderful, gracious, self-effacing man of God, full of faith, confidence and humility; warm-
hearted, and a wonderful father.” At his funeral, the streets were thronged with masses of 
people—Hindus, Muslims and Christians. They were there to show respect for Graham and his 
family and to show their solidarity against the actions of the killers. Despite the fact that 
persecution of Christians has increased in recent years, the president of India came forward 

and said, “that someone who spent years caring for patients of leprosy, instead of being 
thanked and appreciated as a role model should be done to death in this manner is... a crime 
that belongs to the world’s inventory of black deeds.”  
The response of Gladys and Esther was on the front page of every newspaper in India. Gladys 
said, “I have only one message for the people of India. I’m not bitter. Neither am I angry. But 
I have one great desire: that each citizen of this country should establish a personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ who gave his life for their sins...let us burn hatred and spread 

the flame of Christ’s love.” 
Gladys shocked nearly everyone, because people assumed she and Esther would move back to 
Australia or somewhere else in the west. She said no, God had called them to India, and she 
would not leave. She said, “My husband and our children have sacrificed their lives for this 
nation; India is my home. I hope to be here and continue to serve the needy.” When asked 
how she felt about the murder of her dad, Esther, as a thirteen year old, said (in words that 

sound straight off the pages of the book of Acts), “I praise the Lord that He found my father 
worthy to die for Him.” 

Cong to stand 

Closing prayer 

C: Lord Jesus, we your people pray to you for our priests. You have given them to us for our 
needs. We pray for them in their needs. 
We know that you have made them priests in the likeness of your own priesthood. You have 

consecrated them, set them aside, anointed them, filled them with the Holy Spirit, appointed 
them to teach, to preach, to minister, to console, to forgive, and to feed us with Your Body 
and Blood. 
Yet we know, too, that they are one with us and share our weaknesses. We know too that 

they are tempted to sin and discouragement. We thank you for choosing them from among us, 
so that they understand us as we understand them, suffer with us and rejoice with us, worry 
with us and trust with us, share our beings, our lives, our faith. 
We ask that you give them;  
Your presence in their hearts,  
Your holiness in their souls,  
Your joy in their spirits.  



P: Benediction   

May the gift of your grace renew our priests, evangelists and all who work for your mission 
day after day. May your holy angels guard and protect them. May they be strong in faith, firm 
in hope, perfect in love, holy in you and sanctifying for your people. 
And May God bless us all to be representatives of the ministry, in everything we do, every day 
of our life. 

   
Doxology and Kiss of Peace 
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh on me. 
 

Spirit of the living God, use all of me. 
Spirit of the living God, use all of me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, use all of me. 
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