
 

 
 

I’ll be a sunbeam for Him 
 

P: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.  

 

This service is our prayer for another new year of learning and understanding, both as 

students and teachers. We give thanks to our Dear Lord for guiding us through the 

previous year and we pray for His inspiration in the new academic year.  

 
Opening Hymn 
When He cometh, when He cometh 
To make up His jewels, 

All His jewels, precious jewels, 
His loved and His own. 

 
Like the stars of the morning, 
His brightness adorning, 
They shall shine in their beauty, 

Bright gems for His crown. 
 
He will gather, He will gather 
The gems for His kingdom; 
All the pure ones, all the bright ones, 
His loved and His own. 
 

Little children, little children, 
Who love their Redeemer, 
Are the jewels, precious jewels, 
His loved and His own. 

 
 

Kauma 
 
P. †Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who 
sanctifies us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna 
in the highest.  

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.   
 
P. Holy art thou, O God.  
C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us. (To be repeated thrice) 



 

 
P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 

 
P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  
C. Glory be to you, O God. 
 
P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 
C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  
 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 
 
Lesson 1- 1 King. 3:16-28 
Lesson 2- James 1:1-8 

 
 

Meditation 

L: Remembering children of the street 

There are nearly a million street children in the five major cities of India, including Bengaluru. 

Many more live in other towns and cities. Hundreds of thousands of them lead a nightmarish 
existence.  

 
They are half-fed, ill-clad and do not have the benefits of medicare and education, the hallmark of 
a civilised society. Theirs is a long and unending story of agony and suffering. 
The term ‘street children’ in a very narrow sense may suggest children such as those popularly 
known as ragpickers.  
A few decades ago, children wandering the streets were identified by their occupation or by what 

they did to survive. Ragpickers, vendors, shoe-shine boys, porters, etc are terms used to describe 
them. 
There are many factors that drive children onto the streets. Some of them are poverty at home, 
conflicts in the family, lack of love and attention at home. Added to these are social factors such as 
pressure from peers to move away from home and attraction of city life as compared to life in rural 
areas and psychological factors like the need to assert one’s independence, the need for more 
attention, and so on. 

Street children live in an environment devoid of the affection, love, care and comfort of a family 
life. They are compelled by circumstances to struggle to fulfill their most basic needs like food and 
shelter at a very tender, impressionable age.  
Deprived of all the things, they covet in their childhood, they are therefore aware of the difference 
that exists between them and other children. 
Since they do not have the opportunity to bathe for several days at a time, and because of the 
unhygienic conditions in which they live, they are prone to skin diseases such as scabies, ulcers 

and rashes. 
The general misconception is that street children are drug addicts and peddlers. They are 
uncontrollable and violent, have no emotions or moral values, and so on.  
Thus, these children are treated with hatred and contempt. People tend to be unsympathetic and 
indifferent to the actual plight of street children. 
This lack of social acceptance is what pushes them away from mainstream society and forces them 

to survive on the fringes of the social system.  
But they need to be urgently saved. They are victims of crime and some times, of the criminal law. 



The tragic plight of these street children is a powerful image of the deprivation, hunger, abuse and 

obsessive grip of poverty which pushes them into crime, which is just one of the harsh facts of 
their upbringing in the streets. These children are a deep and disturbing trend in society.  
 

Are they also not our children and our responsibility? 
 
By P N Benjamin, June 2, 2015: (Deccan Herald) 
 
 
 

Hymn 
Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, 
Look upon a little child; 
Pity my simplicity, 
Suffer me to come to Thee. 

 
Lamb of God, I look to Thee; 

Thou shalt my Example be; 
Thou art gentle, meek, and mild; 
Thou wast once a little child. 

 
Lord, I would be as Thou art; 
Give me Thine obedient heart; 
Thou art pitiful and kind, 

Let me have Thy loving mind. 
 

Loving Jesus, gentle Lamb, 
In Thy gracious hands I am; 
Make me, Savior, what Thou art, 
Live Thyself within my heart. Words: Charles Wesley, 

 
 
  

L: Teacher  

I stand alone in front of young minds 

Some eager, some distant, to what I have to offer. 
Little minds that have to be moulded 
Like clay in the hands of the potter. 
 
What do I say to them? What to make them listen?  
Is it strong words and the rod un-spared?  

Or words of understanding and of love 
Or the knowledge from which I’ve prepared. 
 
 
Big minds of little stars with learned light to fuel. 
What ideas can I employ, these unlearned to lure 

To thoughts of greatness and knowledge retain 

What understanding and magic conjure?  
 
The pen of knowledge writes not for all 
And for the most, it isn’t inked for long. 
Help me Lord, not to force in understanding 
But direct these little minds to find the right way on. Dann Thomas 

Cong to stand 

Wisdom Bestows Well-Being 

Proverbs 3:1-26 



P: My son, do not forget my teaching, 

    but keep my commands in your heart, 

2 for they will prolong your life many years 

    and bring you peace and prosperity. 

3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 

    bind them around your neck, 

    write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4 Then you will win favor and a good name 

    in the sight of God and man. 

 

C: 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

    and lean not on your own understanding; 

6 in all your ways submit to him, 

    and he will make your paths straight.[a] 

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

    fear the LORD and shun evil. 

8 This will bring health to your body 

    and nourishment to your bones. 

 

P: 9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, 

    with the firstfruits of all your crops; 
10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 

    and your vats will brim over with new wine. 
11 My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline, 

    and do not resent his rebuke, 
12 because the LORD disciplines those he loves, 

    as a father the son he delights in.[b] 

 

C:13 Blessed are those who find wisdom, 

    those who gain understanding, 

14 for she is more profitable than silver 

    and yields better returns than gold. 

15 She is more precious than rubies; 

    nothing you desire can compare with her. 

16 Long life is in her right hand; 

    in her left hand are riches and honor. 

17 Her ways are pleasant ways, 

    and all her paths are peace. 

 

P: 18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; 

    those who hold her fast will be blessed. 
19 By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations, 

    by understanding he set the heavens in place; 
20 by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, 

    and the clouds let drop the dew. 
21 My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, 

    preserve sound judgment and discretion; 
22 they will be life for you, 

    an ornament to grace your neck. 

 

C:23 Then you will go on your way in safety, 

    and your foot will not stumble. 

24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid; 

    when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov++3%3A1-26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16462a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov++3%3A1-26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16468b


25 Have no fear of sudden disaster 

    or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 

26 for the LORD will be at your side 

    and will keep your foot from being snared. Amen 
 

 

Intercessory Prayers 
  
L: Father in heaven, 
We thank you for the amazing, beautiful world you created. Help us to care for it. 

We thank you for the wonderful, unique people you have made us to be. Help us to care for one 
another. 
We thank you for good food and homes. Help us remember and care for those who are hungry and 
homeless. 
We thank you for the inspiring stories and teachings in the Bible. Help us to share this good news 

with people everywhere. 

 Amen. 
 
C: To be sung 
Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tender care; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Thy folds prepare. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus! 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus! 
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are. 

L: Thank you for my family, 

For hugs and kisses and special times together. 
 Thank you for my friends, 
For laughter and chatting and sharing. 
 Thank you for my home, 
For rest times, bath times and bed times. 
Thank you for my Church 

For Sunday School, for our Achens and friends.  
 Thank you for our teachers 
For their love, care and understanding 
 Thank you for fun, 
For giggles and for silly happy times. 
 Thank you for making all these lovely things 
And for helping me to enjoy them all. 

 Amen. 
 
C: We are Thine, Thou dost befriend us, 

Be the guardian of our way; 
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray. 

 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus! 
Hear, O hear us when we pray. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus! 
Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

L: Dear Lord we pray for the many who do not have the opportunities that we have- to study, to 
pray, to sing, to attend Sunday School, to be blessed with home and parents. We especially 

pray for the poor and the street children. We pray that our Government will provide the means 
to help them take care of themselves. Help us to understand their needs and be able to share 
what we have with them.  



Thou hast promised to receive us, 

Poor and sinful though we be; 
Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 
Grace to cleanse and power to free. 

 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus! 
We will early turn to Thee. 
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus! 
We will early turn to Thee. 

Gospel Reading  

P:  †Peace be with you all. 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 
 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as 

recorded by St.Luke. 10:21-24 

 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 
Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
C: So we believe and affirm. 

  (After reading the Gospel, the priest says,†'Peace be with you all') 

 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, 
that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now 
heard.  
 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before 

all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with 
the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our salvation, came down 
from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 

crucified†also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day 

He rose again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom 
there will be no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the 

apostles. 
We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 

 
 
All school and college students to come forward and kneel 

Hymn as they come forward:  
 
Jesus wants me for a sunbeam, 
To shine for Him each day; 
In every way try to please Him, 
At home, at school, at play. 

A sunbeam, a sunbeam, 
Jesus wants me for a sunbeam; 
A sunbeam, a sunbeam, 
I’ll be a sunbeam for Him. 



Jesus wants me to be loving, 
And kind to all I see; 
Showing how pleasant and happy, 
His little one can be. 

I will ask Jesus to help me 
To keep my heart from sin; 
Ever reflecting His goodness, 
And always shine for Him. 

I’ll be a sunbeam for Jesus, 
I can if I but try; 
Serving Him moment by moment, 
Then live for Him on high. 

Words: Nellie Talbot 
Music: Edwin O. Excell, 1851-1921 

 

 
 
P: Prayers to Begin a School Year 
God of wisdom and might, 
we praise you for the wonder of our being, 

for mind, body and spirit. 
Be with our children as they begin 
a new school year. 
Bless them and their teachers and staff. 
Give them strength and grace as their bodies grow; 
wisdom and knowledge to their minds 

as they search for understanding; 

and peace and zeal to their hearts. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  

To be repeated after the Achen 

A Student's Prayer at the beginning of this new School Year 

We give you praise, O God,  
for everything that is new and beautiful,  
for everything which holds promise and brings us joy. 

Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin this new school year.  

Allow me to experience Your presence in the many blessings You put before me.  

Open my eyes to the new challenges and exciting opportunities that this new school year brings.  
Open my heart and mind to new friends and new teachers.  
Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic with my studies and courage to accept new 
opportunities.  
Help me to be attentive to my teachers and let me experience Your presence every day. 

Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year! 
 
Amen 

 

 

 
 



All teachers, Sunday school teachers, professors and educationists to come forward 

and kneel. 
 
Hymn as they come forward and are blessed:  

 
Thy Word is a lamp to my feet, O Lord, 
Thy Word is a light to my way; 
It shines in my soul like a star by night, 
And comforts and cheers me by day. 
 
O wonderful, wonderful Word, 

My treasure, my hope, and my stay; 
Each promise recorded delights my soul, 
And brightens each step of my way. 
 
Thy Word is a lamp to my feet, O Lord, 
And, trusting in Thee as my all, 

Whatever of evil may cross my path, 
I never, no, never can fall. 
 
 
Thy Word is a lamp to my feet, O Lord, 
And oh, when Thy glory I see, 
For all the rich blessings its truth has brought, 

The praises will I give unto Thee.  
Words: Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) Music: Hubert P. Main 

 
P: Prayer for Teachers 
Lord God, your spirit of wisdom fills the earth and teaches us in your ways. 
Look upon these teachers. 
Let them strive to share their knowledge with gentle patience 
and endeavor always to bring the truth to eager minds. 

As they step into a new academic year restore their spirit, renew their passion for sharing your 
wisdom and nurture their compassion for those you put in their charge. 

Grant that they may follow Jesus Christ, the way, the truth and the life, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

To be repeated after the Achen 
 
A Teacher's Prayer 
Father, please fill me with your understanding as I teach, 
Help me to see the individual potential of every student. 

Father, please fill me with your patience as I teach others, 
Help me to keep giving of my time and energy, especially to those who struggle the most. 
Father, please give me your divine wisdom as I guide my class. 
Show me when I must discipline and when I can show mercy. 

Father, help me to depend totally on You, for You are the source of my strength, courage and 
peace. 
Father, above all, may I love and care for each student I teach. 

Show me how to serve as Christ serves, Give as Christ gives and Love as Christ loves. 
I ask all this in the precious name of Jesus, 
my Saviour and friend. 
  
Amen. 
 
Birthday & Wedding Anniversary & Thanksgiving 

There is sunshine in my soul today, 
More glorious and bright 

Than glows in any earthly sky, 
For Jesus is my Light. 



O there’s sunshine, blessèd sunshine, 

When the peaceful, happy moments roll; 
When Jesus shows His smiling face, 
There is sunshine in the soul. 

There is music in my soul today, 
A carol to my King, 

And Jesus, listening, can hear 
The songs I cannot sing. 

There is springtime in my soul today, 
For, when the Lord is near, 
The dove of peace sings in my heart, 
The flowers of grace appear. 

There is gladness in my soul today, 

And hope and praise and love, 
For blessings which He gives me now, 
For joys “laid up” above. 

 

Offertory 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father, I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.  

Words: Attributed to Dallan Forgaill 

 

MESSAGE 
 
 
Closing Prayer 

  
P: Lord, we pray for our children and teachers 
 
All together:  
C:We ask that you would guard their heart and their mind in Christ Jesus 
That you would wrap them up in Your love 
And deliver them from all evil. 

  



Lord, we pray that you would give them great enthusiasm for their work 

May you inspire them each and every day 
May each class bring fresh inspiration to their work 
May each moment be filled with the energy they need for their tasks 

  
Lord, we pray that they would know the hope to which they are called 
That their life would be transformed  
That You would inspire their direction  
And gently lead them into their destiny 
  
Amen. 

 
 

Benediction 
P: :14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because 

you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy 

Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

2 Timothy 3:14-18 

May God continue to bless us and inspire us in the search for knowledge all the days of our life 

that leads us closer to Him. Amen  

 

Closing Hymn and Kiss of peace 
 
Come to the Savior, make no delay - 
Here in His Word He's shown us the way; 
Here in our midst He’s standing today, 

Tenderly saying, "Come!" 
 

Joyful, joyful will the meeting be, 
When from sin our hearts are pure and free, 
And we shall gather, Savior, with Thee, 
In our eternal home. 
 
"Suffer the children!" O hear His voice, 
Let ev'ry heart leap forth and rejoice, 

And let us freely make Him our choice: 
Do not delay, but come.  
 
Think once again, He’s with us today - 
Heed now His blest commands, and obey; 
Hear now His accents tenderly say, 

"Will you, my children, come?  

Author: George F. Root 

 

............................ 

 

 

 

On Children 

And a woman who held a babe against her bosom said, “Speak to us of Children.” 

And he said: 

Your children are not your children. 

They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+3%3A14-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29871a


They come through you but not from you, 

And though they are with you, yet they belong not to you. 

You may give them your love but not your thoughts. 

For they have their own thoughts. 

You may house their bodies but not their souls, 

For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams. 

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you. 

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. 

You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent forth. 

The archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite, and He bends you with His might that His arrows may go swift and 

far. 

Let your bending in the archer's hand be for gladness; 

For even as he loves the arrow that flies, so He loves also the bow that is stable. 

 

Kahlil Gibran 
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