
Lead kindly light  

Service for the differently abled with emphasis on the visually impaired 

Opening prayer 
P:  “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden . No one lights a lamp and then 

puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 

 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 

Father. Mathew 5:14-16 

Through this service we pray for the differently abled and the blind.  Dear Lord, help us to share your light 

in this world to brighten every sad and tired heart.  

  Opening Hymn 

There's a call comes ringing over the restless wave 

"Send the light! Send the light!" 

There are souls to rescue there are souls to save 

Send the light! Send the light! 

 

 

Send the light, the blessed Gospel light 

Let it shine from shore to shore! 

Send the light, the blessed Gospel light 

Let it shine forevermore! 

 

 

We have heard the Macedonian call today 

"Send the light! Send the light!" 

And a golden offering at the cross we lay 

Send the light! Send the light! 

 

 

Let us pray that grace may everywhere abound 

"Send the light! Send the light!" 

And a Christlike spirit everywhere be found 

Send the light! Send the light! 

 

 

Let us not grow weary in the work of love 

"Send the light! Send the light!" 

Let us gather jewels for a crown above 

Send the light! Send the light!   by Charles H. Gabriel  

 

 

Kauma  
 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 

P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  



P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the 

highest.  

 

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

 

P. Holy art thou, O God  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty God 

 

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord; the Messiah: who was crucified for us have mercy on us  

 

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 

 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 

 

P. Glory be to you O Creator 

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us O Lord. 

  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  

 

(Cong to be seated) 

1st Lesson: 2nd Samuel  9:1-13 

2 nd Lesson: 1st Thessalonians 5:12-22 

 

Meditation 

Louis Braille  

Louis' became blind at the age of three, when he accidentally poked himself in the eye with a stitching awl, 

one of his father's workshop tools. The injury wasn't thought to be serious until it got infected. Braille's 

other eye went blind because of sympathetic ophthalmia. 

At the age of 10, Braille earned a scholarship to the National Institute for the Blind in Paris, one of the first 

of its kind in the world. However, the conditions in the school were poor. Louis was served stale bread and 

water, and students were sometimes abused or locked up as a form of punishment. 

Braille, a bright and creative student, became a talented cellist and organist in his time at the school, 

playing the organ for churches all over France. 

At the school, the children were taught how to read by feeling raised letters (a system devised by the 

school's founder). However, because the raised letters were made using paper pressed against copper wire, 
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the students never learned to write. Another disadvantage was that the letters weighed and made the books 

too heavy to handle.    

Development of the Braille System 

In 1821, Charles Barbier, a former Captain in the French Army, visited the school. Barbier shared his 

invention called "night writing" a code of 12 raised dots and a number of dashes that let soldiers share top-

secret information on the battlefield. The code was too difficult for Louis to understand and he later 

changed the number of raised dots to 6 to form what we today call Braille. 

 

 
"Louis Braille" in Braille 

Louis Braille continued to develop his raised-dot system with his father's stitching awl, the same implement 

with which he had blinded himself. Inspired by a wooden dice his father gave him, his system used only six 

dots. The six-dot system allowed the recognition of letters with a single fingertip apprehending all the dots 

at once.  

Braille later extended his system to include notation for mathematics and music. The first book in Braille 

was published in 1829 under the title Method of Writing Words, Music, and Plain Songs by Means of Dots, 

for Use by the Blind and Arranged for Them. In 1839 Braille published details of a method he had 

developed for communication with sighted people, using patterns of dots to approximate the shape of 

printed symbols. Braille and his friend Pierre Foucault went on to develop a machine to speed up the 

somewhat cumbersome system. 

Braille became a well-respected teacher at the Institute. Although he was admired and respected by his 

pupils, his writing system was not taught at the Institute during his lifetime. The air at the institute was foul 

and he died in Paris of tuberculosis in 1852 at the age of 43; his body was disinterred in 1952 (the 

centenary of his death) and honored.   

 
 

 

Special Songs – Paul & team  
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L: Anne Sullivan 

 

Anne Sullivan was born in April, 1866 in Feeding Hills, Massachusetts to Irish immigrants who were very 

poor. This was a troubled family, because her father drank excessively and worked inconsistently, and her 

mother suffered from tuberculosis. Anne contracted trachoma, a disease of the eyes, when she was about 5. 

She was physically strong, but the disease was left untreated and she gradually lost her vision, although she 

was never totally blind.  

The first 14 years of Anne Sullivan's life was the story of a young girl with a dream to escape an 

indescribable childhood of abandonment and loss. Her mother died while she was still a child. Because 

her father could not maintain a family she and her brother Jimmy were sent to the state "poorhouse" in 

Tewksbury, Massachusetts. This was a home for charity cases, and Anne roomed and boarded with the 

mentally ill and prostitutes. Jimmy had a tubercular hip from birth and he died at Tewksbury, leaving 

her with no caring family. Despite these problems, Anne held to the dream that she would go to school.  

Her chance to go to school came when an investigating committee visited Tewksbury. Heading the 

group was Mr. Frank B. Sanborn,. Anne followed them, and near the end of the tour, she threw herself 

at the mercy of Mr. Sanborn. She pleaded to be sent to a school for the blind. Soon thereafter, Anne 

learned she was to be sent to Perkins Institute for the Blind in Boston. 

At the age of 20 she delivered the valedictory address for the school graduation. Shortly after this the 

director of the school learned of a deaf blind student in Alabama who needed a teacher. Anne Sullivan 

was offered the position and her life then became entwined with that of Helen Keller.  

 Anne Sullivan developed her own philosophy of teaching as she worked with Helen. She reasoned that a 

child learns to talk by imitation. Thus Annie began to give Helen complete, although simple, sentences. 

Helen, on her own began to understand the nuances of subject, action and object.  

Anne Sullivan came to be known as a great teacher. Her gift was her dedication. Anne literally gave her life 

and career to make Helen Keller great. But Helen, in return, also gave to Anne a sense of family, a stability 

she had never had. 
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Cong. to stand 

 

L: The Blind Boy 

O SAY, what is that thing called Light,  

Which I must never enjoy;  

What are the blessings of the sight,  

O tell me, your poor blind boy!  

 

You talk of wondrous things you see,  

You say the sun shines bright;  

I feel him warm, but how can he  

Make it day or night?  

 

My day or night myself I make  

Whenever I sleep or play;  

And could I ever keep awake  

For with me it were always day.  

 

With heavy sighs I often hear  

You mourn my hapless woe;  

But sure with patience I can bear  

A loss I never can know.  

 

Then let not what I cannot have  

My cheer of mind destroy:  

Whilst thus I sing, I am a king,  

Although a poor blind boy.  

 
Colley Cibber (1671 - 1757 / England) 
 

 

Intercessory prayers  

Prayer for the Differently abled 

L: God of compassion, through Jesus Christ you cared for those  

who were blind or deaf, crippled or slow to learn.  

Though all of us need help, give special care to those who are disabled. 

By our concern may they know the love you have for them, 

and come to trust you; through Jesus Christ who came to heal. 

Amen.  

 

1. He leadeth me, O blessed thought! 

O words with heav’nly comfort fraught! 

Whate’er I do, where’er I be 

Still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me.  

He leadeth me, He leadeth me, 

By His own hand He leadeth me; 

His faithful foll’wer I would be, 

For by His hand He leadeth me. 



L: Some of us may not read or speak well Lord 

But we know You have no need of words, 

for You can see into our hearts and minds 

And accept us as we are, and we thank You! 

 

2. Sometimes ’mid scenes of deepest gloom, 

Sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom, 

By waters still, o’er troubled sea, 

Still ’tis His hand that leadeth me. 

L: We may not understand all we hear Lord 

But we understand that You love us and we love You too! 

We may not be able to earn a lot  

or do great things for You Lord 

But we can pray for others and ask You to bless them for all they do for us. 

Lord Jesus our Saviour we ask You 

to use us to share Your love and light and bring Glory to Your Name. 

AMEN 

3. Lord, I would place my hand in Thine, 

Nor ever murmur nor repine; 

Content, whatever lot I see, 

Since ’tis my God that leadeth me. 

      He leadeth me……   Joseph H. Gilmore 

 

Gospel Reading  

P:  Peace be with you all 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as recorded 

by ………  

C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our Salvation. 

May his blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed Virgin 

Mary, it happened in this way.  

C: So we believe and affirm 

Luke 14:15-23  (After reading the Gospel the priest says 'Peace be with you all') 

 

C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, that we 

may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now heard.  

 

  

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible. 



We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all world; 

Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man. He was crucified also for us in the days 

of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father's holy will, 

ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with glory, to judge both 

the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of 

sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

(Cong to be seated) 

 

 

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary -  267 

Thy Word is a lamp to my feet, O Lord, 

Thy Word is a light to my way; 

It shines in my soul like a star by night, 

And comforts and cheers me by day. 

O wonderful, wonderful Word, 

My treasure, my hope, and my stay; 

Each promise recorded delights my soul, 

And brightens each step of my way. 

Thy Word is a lamp to my feet, O Lord, 

And, trusting in Thee as my all, 

Whatever of evil may cross my path, 

I never, no, never can fall. 

Thy Word is a lamp to my feet, O Lord, 

And oh, when Thy glory I see, 

For all the rich blessings its truth has brought, 
The praises will I give unto Thee. 

Words: Fanny Crosby (1820-1915). Music: Hubert P. Main (1839-1925 

 

 

 

Offertory Hymn 733 

Only a beam of sunshine, 

But oh, it was warm and bright; 

The heart of a weary traveler 

Was cheered by its welcome sight. 

Only a beam of sunshine; 

That fell from the arch above: 

And tenderly, softly whispered 

A message of peace and love. 
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Only a word for Jesus, 

Only a whispered prayer, 

Over some grief worn spirit 

May rest like a sunbeam fair! 

Only a beam of sunshine 

That into a dwelling crept; 

Where, over a fading rosebud, 

A mother her vigil kept. 

Only a beam of sunshine 

That smiled through her falling tears, 

And showed her the bow of promise, 

Forgotten perhaps for years. 

Only a word for Jesus, 

Oh, speak it in His dear Name, 

To perishing souls around you 

The message of love proclaim. 

Go, like the faithful sunbeam, 

Your mission of joy fulfill; 

Remember the Savior’s promise, 

That He will be with you still. 

Words: Fanny Crosby, 1884, Music: John R. Sweney 

 

Message : Dr. Mary Varghese - "Let your light shine". 

Jesus people come together, let your light shine,  

Share your love with one another, let your light shine,  

Let no difference grow between you, let your light shine 

Come and worship your redeemer, let your light shine 

  

Ch:  Then let it shine, shine, shine,  

Come on and let your light shine (x 2) 

 

 

L: A Prayer for Parents of Differently abled children 
 Most Divine Lord, 

You know the heart of every parent who loves her child beyond measure 

and wants him to be normal as other children of their age, 

but struggles to admit and accept that their child has a disability. 

To realise their child’s disability that prevents him from functioning normally in his daily life 

is a heartbreaking moment in a parent’s life.  

To look at one’s child and realize that helping the child is beyond their capacity, 

even though that’s all they long to do. 

Dear Lord, provide care for parents who face this instance of powerlessness 

in helping their child. 

You knew this moment while witnessing the sacrifice with the pained eyes of a parent, 

when your son Jesus suffered and died.  

We pray that you tenderly touch all parents in their greatest vulnerability - their children. 
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Let them turn to You as the source of all salvation. 

In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer & Benediction 

 

P: Be joyful always, pray at all times, be thankful in all circumstances. This is what God wants from you in 

your life in union with Christ Jesus. 1st Thess 12:14-18 

May the kindness and grace of God lead you.  

May the wisdom of God guide you and  

May the light of God shine through you. Amen.  

 

 

Doxology and Kiss of peace 

There is sunshine in my soul today, 

More glorious and bright 

Than glows in any earthly sky, 

For Jesus is my Light. 

O there’s sunshine, blessèd sunshine, 

When the peaceful, happy moments roll; 

When Jesus shows His smiling face, 

There is sunshine in the soul. 

There is music in my soul today, 

A carol to my King, 

And Jesus, listening, can hear 

The songs I cannot sing. 

There is gladness in my soul today, 

And hope and praise and love, 

For blessings which He gives me now, 

For joys “laid up” above. 

Words: Eliza E. Hewitt, Music: John R. Sweney 

 

 

"It is a terrible thing to see and have no vision." 

-- Helen Keller 

 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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EYE  DONATION 

 

“Gift sight -  by donating your eyes” 

 

One third of world’s blindness is in India.  There are about 20 million blind people in India.  Most cases of 

blindness are due to cataract, refractive errors, and diseases of the cornea or retina. Only people with 

blindness due to corneal disease will benefit from eye donation. There are about 22 lakh corneal blind 

people in our country and we get only about 25,000 eyes per year.  

 

One person’s eye donation can give sight to 2 corneal blind patients. Eyes can be donated only after death 

but family consent is absolutely necessary for eye donation. Any body of any age group can donate eyes. 

Those wearing glasses, those with diabetes, hypertension or even those who have had surgery can donate 

eyes.  Only in patients with diseases like AIDS, Rabies, Hepatitis B&C Septicemia etc,  the eyes cannot be 

donated. 

 

What should you do?  Eyes should be donated within 6 hrs of death and it can be done in the hospital or 

even at home. Once the family of the deceased person agrees, they should immediately contact the nearest 

Eye Bank. If at home, while you wait for the eye bank personnel, get the death certificate ready. Make sure 

the eyelids of the deceased are closed and a moist cloth is placed over the closed eyelids.  The head can be 

elevated with pillow and fan should be switched off to prevent drying of the cornea.   Eye donation is done 

by the doctor, can be done at the bedside and takes only 20 min.  The doctor will make sure that there will 

not be any disfigurement of the person after removal of eyes.  After donation, the eyes are transported in 

special containers to the eye bank where examination and preservation is done. Information about eye 

donation is kept strictly confidential.   

 

Eye donation cards are meaningless if the family does not agree for the donation. At the time of 

bereavement the immediate family often tends to forget about eye donation. Friends and relatives play an 

important role at this time in motivating and reminding the next of kin during their time of grief. Let us join 

hands in spreading awareness about eye donation. 

 

Give a precious gift that costs nothing and lives beyond your lifetime!   

 

Eye Banks in Bangalore: 

Lions Eye Hospital:  JC Road:  9740556666,  22235005 

Narayana Nethralaya, Rajaji nagar:  9741685555,  661213002-5 

Shekar nethralaya, JP Nagar : 9880637371 

Shraddha Eye Bank,  Jayanagar:  9845195898 
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