
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

  

Let your light Shine 
The Lord is our light. Let Him shine through us! 

 
P: On this 68th year of our country’s Independence, let us thank God for the wonderful ways he has 

led our nation. We thank God for the amazing beauty of our country and the unity in all its diversity. 
We pray for the many people who give their lives to protect our nation. We pray that this service will 
inspire us to be Christian witnesses in our society and radiate light from His Word. Amen.  
 
 
 

Opening Hymn 

There’s a call comes ringing over the restless wave, 
“Send the light! Send the light!” 
There are souls to rescue there are souls to save, 
Send the light! Send the light! 

Send the light, the blessèd Gospel light; 

Let it shine from shore to shore! 
Send the light, the blessèd Gospel light; 
Let it shine forevermore! 

Let us pray that grace may everywhere abound, 
“Send the light! Send the light!” 
And a Christlike spirit everywhere be found, 
Send the light! Send the light! 

Let us not grow weary in the work of love,  

“Send the light! Send the light!” 
Let us gather jewels for a crown above, 
Send the light! Send the light! 

Words & Music: Charles H. Gabriel, 1890 

Kauma 
 

P. †Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who sanctifies 
us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in 
the highest.  

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

 
(To be repeated thrice) 
P. Holy art thou, O God.  
C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us.  
 

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 
 

http://cyberhymnal.org/bio/g/a/b/gabriel_ch.htm


P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 
 
P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  
 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  
 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 
 

Gospel Reading  - Mathew 5:13-16 
 

Lesson 1 Daniel 1:1-21 
Lesson 2 Acts 10:9-16 
 
 

L: Airline Lunches -  

I put my carry-on in the luggage compartment and sat down in my assigned seat.  

It was going to be a long flight from Delhi.  

Just before take-off, a line of solders came down the aisle and filled all the vacant 

seats, totally surrounding me. I decided to start a conversation.  

'Where are you guys headed?' I asked the young man seated nearest to me.  

“Agra. We'll be there for two weeks for special training, and then we're being deployed for 

operations”. After flying for about an hour, an announcement was made that lunches were 

available on payment. It would be several hours before we reached Delhi, and I quickly 
decided a lunch would help pass the time. 

As I reached for my wallet, I overheard a soldier ask his buddy if he planned to buy 

lunch. 'No, that cost a lot of money, probably wouldn't be worth it. I'll wait till we get to 
Delhi...His buddy agreed.  

I looked around at the other soldiers. None were buying lunch. I walked to the back of the 

plane and handed the flight attendant enough money to cover for 10 lunches and told her 

'Take lunch to all those soldiers.’  

She grabbed my arms and squeezed tightly. Her eyes wet with tears, she thanked me. 'My 
young brother was a soldier in Kargil, it's almost like you are doing it for him.’  

After we finished eating, I went again to the back of the plane, heading for the rest 

room. An old man stopped me. 'I saw what you did. I want to be part of it.  

Here, take this.' He handed me a Rs 500/- note. 

Soon after I returned to my seat, I saw the Captain coming down the aisle, looking at the 

aisle numbers as he walked, I hoped he wasn't looking for me, but noticed he was looking 

at the numbers only on my side of the plane. When he got to my row he stopped, smiled,  

held out his hand, and said, 'I want to shake your hand.'  

Quickly unfastening my seat-belt I stood and took the Captain's hand. With a booming voice 

he said, 'I was an Air Force pilot a long time back. Once someone bought me lunch. It was 



an act of kindness I never forgot.'  
I was embarrassed when applause was heard from all of the passengers.  

When we landed I gathered my belongings and started to depart. Waiting just inside the 

aeroplane door was a man who stopped me, put something in my shirt pocket, turned, and 

walked away without saying a word.  Another currency note ! 

Upon entering the terminal,  

I saw the soldiers gathering for their Trip up to their training area.  

I walked over to them and handed them all the currency notes that was given to me on the 

flight and said. 'It will take you sometime to reach your training area. It will be about time 
for a sandwich. May God Bless You.' and thank you for doing whatever you do. 

Ten young men of honour left that flight feeling the love and respect of their fellow 

countrymen. As I walked briskly to my car,  

I whispered a prayer for their safe return. These soldiers were giving their all for our 

country. I could only give them a couple of meals.  
It seemed so little...  

A Serviceman is someone who, at one point in his life, wrote a blank cheque made payable 

to ' India ' for an amount of  'up to and including my life.'  
That is Honour, and there are way too many people in this country who don't understand it.' 

 

Hymn :Shine Jesus Shine 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 

In the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 
 
Lord, I come to your awesome presence 

From the shadows into your radiance 

By the blood I may enter your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 
Graham Kendrick 



  

 

L: Meditation – Let your light Shine 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven (Matthew 5:16). 
This may be one of the first verses you learned in Sunday school. No doubt you sang the song: This 
little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. Jesus said that we (His disciples) are the light of the world. 
We must not hide that light under a bushel or in a church building. We must let it shine. How will 
people see that light? Through our good works. 

The German atheist philosopher Nietzsche once said that if he saw more redeemed people he might be 
more inclined to believe in their Redeemer. Christians who do not have changed lives have a 
credibility gap. If I am trying to tell you how great my doctor is, but I am dying under his care, you 

might question his skill. If I try to tell you how great my auto mechanic is, but my car is belching 
black smoke out the exhaust, you will probably be reluctant to entrust your own vehicle to him. What 
good does it do to tell people how great our Savior is if they cannot see that we ourselves have been 

saved from sin?  

Let your light shine. 

We have that light shining through our lives if our actions reflect the nature of Christ—His love, 
compassion, and forgiveness. His light shines through our attitudes, words, and deeds. When people 
see that our lives have been changed so that we have Jesus' values and see the power of God at work 

in us, they will agree that we do have a great Savior. When they see redeemed people, they are more 
inclined to believe that we have a Redeemer. This Christlike life is the platform on which individual 
testimony becomes convincing. 

by John MacArthur 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/articles/evangelism/051214.html 

 

 (Cong to stand) 

 

Prayer of Confession  

 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

 

(All together) 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We 

have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have caused offense against 

Your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done 

those things which we ought not to have done. We have broken laws of our country. We have failed to 

make our voice heard against misuse of power. We have not contributed to nurturing our 

surroundings. We have failed to love and respect our neighbour.  

O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are 

penitent; according to Your promises declared unto men in Christ Jesus our Lord. Grant that we may 

hereafter live a godly, righteous, and disciplined life, bringing glory to God and our country. Amen  

 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving - Psalm 112 

javascript:linkToScripture('Matthew+5%3A16');
http://www.christianitytoday.com/biblestudies/articles/evangelism/051214.html


P: 1 Praise the LORD. Blessed are those who fear the LORD, 

    who find great delight in his commands. 

C: 2 Their children will be mighty in the land; 

    the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

P: 3 Wealth and riches are in their houses, 

    and their righteousness endures forever. 

C:4 Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, 

    for those who are gracious and compassionate and righteous. 

5 Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, 

    who conduct their affairs with justice. 

P: 6 Surely the righteous will never be shaken; 

    they will be remembered forever. 

C:7 They will have no fear of bad news; 

    their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

P:8 Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear; 

    in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 

C:9 They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor, 

    their righteousness endures forever; 

    their horn[c] will be lifted high in honor. 

P: Glory be to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C: As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 

 

Intercessory Prayers 

L: Dear Lord, we pray for our country’s political and religious leaders; guide them to govern the 

country towards progress and peace. As Civil servants let them understand that their duty is to serve 

God and country. We pray for the soldiers who protect our borders, for the men and women who 

police for our safety and for fire and security personnel who put their life on the line for our protection. 

We pray especially for their families, and at this time we remember the women who are widowed and 

children who have been orphaned by wars.  

Dear Lord as you have commanded us, help us to understand and respect our neighbor, help us to be 

the change we want to see in the world. We pray for your love to bring peace and unity in our 

country.  

 

C:To be sung  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, 

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

 

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

L: We pray for the nations at war – across Gaza, in Ukraine, Iraq and other countries. We plead for 

wisdom to understand the pointlessness of war. We pray for innocents who haven’t a clue what the 

fighting is all about but suffer the pain of war. We pray for the peace makers, guide them to negotiate 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+112&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15813c


peaceful settlements to reduce the aftermath and the hatred that wars create. We pray for the many 

families who have lost a loved one to war. Dear Lord, console and strengthen them with love.  

 

C: We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. 

 

L: We pray for the Captains of the industries; help them to understand the morals and responsibility 

that comes with creating great wealth. We pray for farmers who are affected by drought and flood, be 

their hope in times of despair. We pray for workers everywhere especially for those who have to find 

work away from their families.  Bless our leaders with conviction to take strong policy decisions that 

will help people progress.  

 

C: We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 

And we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride. 

 

L: We pray for our Church; let it be a beacon of your goodness O Lord. Let your wonderful light shine 

through us that we radiate your great glory and love in our society. Amen 

 

C: All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, 

And all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son, 

And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one. 

 

Gospel Reading  

P:  †Peace be with you all. 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as 
recorded by Apostle Mathew 5:13-16 
 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 
Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
C: So we believe and affirm. 

  (After reading the Gospel, the priest says,†'Peace be with you all') 

 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, 
that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now 
heard.  

 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 

visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 
world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 

crucified†also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He 

rose again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no 

end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 



We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission 

of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 

 
 

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary& Thanksgiving  
Jesus bids us shine, 

With a pure, clear light, 

Like a little candle, 

Burning in the night. 

In this world is darkness, 

So let us shine-- 

You in your small corner, 

And I in mine. 

 

Jesus bids us shine, 

First of all for Him; 

Well He sees and knows it, 

If our light grows dim; 

He looks down from heaven, 

To see us shine-- 

You in your small corner, 

And I in mine. 

 

Jesus bids us shine, 

Then, for all around 

Many kinds of darkness 

In this world are found - 

Sin, and want, and sorrow; 

So we must shine, 

You in your small corner, 

And I in mine……..Susan Warner 

 

 

 

  

Offertory Hymn  

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are Thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 



 

Mortals, join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began; 

Father love is reigning o'er us, brother love binds man to man. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife, 

Joyful music leads us Sunward in the triumph song of life. 

 

Music: Hymn to Joy, from the 9th Symphony of Ludwig van Beethoven; 

Adapted by: Edward Hodges, 1824. Words: Henry J. van Dyke, 1907 

 

Message 

 

Closing Prayer 

(All together) 

Dear God, 

Not to us, O Lord, but to You goes all the glory.  

We depend on you. You give birth and breath and determine our days.  

You make every nation and set every boundary.  

We exist by your power. We exist for your glory.  

Showcase your power through this land.  

Display your justice in our courts, wisdom in our governments,  

guidance in our schools and love in our homes.  

Grant knowledge to all our leaders, courage to our defenders and comfort to the lonely and depressed, 

especially the families who have lost their dear ones while protecting our country.  

Guide us in being the change that we want to see in this world and help us to be people of faith and 

action. Amen.  

 

Benediction 

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, that your ways may be 

known on earth, your salvation among all nations. May the people praise you, O God; may all the 

peoples praise you.  May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule us justly and guide the 

nations of the earth.  

 May God bless us as a nation and guide us to shine with his love. Amen 

 

 
Closing Hymn 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Hide it under a bush – Oh No! I'm gonna let it shine. 
Hide it under a bush – Oh No! I'm gonna let it shine. 
Hide it under a bush – Oh No! I'm gonna let it shine. 
 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
All around the neighborhood, I'm gonna let it shine 



All around the neighborhood, I'm gonna let it shine 

All around the neighborhood, I'm gonna let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  
 
Harry Dixon Loes (1895–1965) 

 

Announcements 
 

 

 The National Anthem  

 Jana-Gana-Mana-Adhinayaka, Jaya He  

 Bharata-Bhagya-Vidhata  

 Punjab-Sindhu-Gujarata-Maratha  

 Dravida-Utkala-Banga  

 Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga  

 Uchchhala-Jaladhi Taranga  

 Tava Subha Name Jage  

 Tava Subha Ashisa Mage  

 Gahe Tava Jaya Gatha.  

 Jana-Gana-Mangala Dayaka, Jaya He  

 Bharata-Bhagya-Vidhata,  

 Jaya He, Jaya He, Jaya He,  

 Jaya Jaya Jaya, Jaya He 

 

……………………………………………………………… 
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