
Magnify the Lord.  
 
Invocation 

Majesty worship His Majesty  

Unto Jesus, be all glory, 
Power and praise  
Majesty, Kingdom authority  

Flow from His throne,  
Unto his own, His anthem raise.  
 
So exalt, lift up on high 

The Name of Jesus 
Magnify, come glorify, 

Christ Jesus the King 
Majesty, worship His Majesty  
Jesus who died, now glorified, 
King of all Kings. 

 
P:  

A Root shall come forth from the stock of Jesse 

And a Flower shall rise out of his root! 

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him — 

the spirit of wisdom and of understanding,  

the spirit of counsel and of fortitude,  

the spirit of knowledge and of godliness. 

The people that walked in darkness  

shall see a great light, 

For a Child is born to us  

and a Son is given to us. 

To Him all power shall be given.  

His Name shall be: Wonderful One,  

Strong God, Eternal One, Prince of Peace.  

He shall sit on the throne of David,  

And He will found a new Covenant  

which will last for ever and ever 
 

Opening Hymn 
Once in royal David’s city, 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her Baby, 

In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little Child. 

 

For He is our childhood's pattern; 

Day by day, like us, He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

Tears and smiles, like us He knew; 

And He cares when we are sad, 

And he shares when we are glad. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

Through His own redeeming love; 

For that Child so dear and gentle, 

Is our Lord in heaven above: 



And He leads His children on, 

To the place where He is gone.  
 
(written by Mrs. C.F. Alexander 1818 - 1895 ) 

 

Kauma  
 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 
 
P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who 
sanctifies us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
hosanna in the highest.  
 
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest.   
 

P. Holy art thou, O God  
C. Holy art thou, Almighty God 
 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord ; the  Messiah : who was crucified for us have mercy on us  
 
P. O Lord , have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord , have mercy on us and bless us . 

 
P. O Lord , accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us  
C. Glory be to you , O God. 
 
P. Glory be to you O Creator 
C. Glory be to you , O King the Messiah ;who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us O Lord. 

  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  
 
All:   Our Father who art  in heaven, Hallowed be thy  name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done  in heaven.  
Give us this day  our daily bread.  
And Forgive us our debts  as we forgive our debtors  . 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory ,  

      Forever.  Amen.   
 
(Cong to be seated) 
 
The first and second lesson to be read 

 

 

Meditation 
 

L: Fear Not! A Savior Is Born 
by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson  
 

"Fear not! Do not be afraid!" The angel spoke these words to Zachariah, to Mary, to 
Joseph, and finally to a group of shepherds on a hillside near Bethlehem.  
"Do not be afraid; for behold I bring you good news of great joy for all the people: to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord."1 
Do Not Be Afraid 
Fear has a way of tying our stomachs up in knots, paralyzing our thinking, inducing panic. 

Fear, and its cousin worry, can capture our hearts when we see ourselves caught in a 
vortex of disasters beyond our control. 

http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/fear-not.htm#_ftn1#_ftn1


In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus talks about tiny, defenseless sparrows in the context of 
fear and worry: 
"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink... Look at 
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?"2 
In another place he reassures his followers: 
"Don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows."3 
 
Fear Drives a Downward Spiral 
During the  Christmas of 2008 the entire world was caught in the grip of an economic 
down-spiral. Houses were being foreclosed. People were losing jobs. Factories were 

closing. Food costs in some countries had even risen 25%.  
More and more you glimpse a kind of bleak fear in people's eyes. Will I lose my house? My 
job? What will become of us if this recession deepens into a depression? How will I feed my 

family? 
Though it's been quoted so often that it's become a cliché Franklin Delano Roosevelt spoke 
these words to a nation at the depth of the Great Depression: 

"Let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself -- nameless, 
unreasoning, unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into 
advance."4 
Fear can grip us, choke all faith out of our hearts. Fear also drives economic depression. 
Fear causes companies to contract and people to stop buying. It causes runs on banks and 
panic on Wall Street. FDR reminded a nation that fear itself constitutes a large part of the 
problems we face. 

It was as true in 1933 as it was on the first Christmas. 
 

Hymn  
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 

And glory shone around, 
 
“Fear not!” said he, for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind. 
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind 

 
“The heavenly Babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
And in a manger laid. 
 

 

On the First Christmas 
For on that first Christmas, the world was in desperate times, too. A census is being 
conducted in order to raise already high taxes. Murderous, paranoid Herod the Great is 
king of the Jews. It is winter on Bethlehem's hillsides -- and cold. Inside a cave in the town 
sit a poverty-stricken carpenter and his young wife -- far from home, chilled to the bone. 
She is in labor. Her child will be born in a stable, of all places. Why is it like this? she may 
have asked. 

And then she recalls an echo of the angel's words to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary...."5  
 
A Savior Is Born 
On the windswept hillsides outside of town, shepherds are huddling, too. All of a sudden 
the sky lights up and an angel proclaims: 
"Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."6 
Fear not. The shepherds' fear is turned to joy as they hear news that a Savior is born. The 
Messiah! In Bethlehem, the city of David himself! 
And so they run down the hillsides into the town and hurry from stable to stable until they 
find the Child in the manger, just as they have been told. Tucked in that manger, wrapped 
in swaddling clothes against the cold, is the Savior himself. 

http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/fear-not.htm#_ftn2#_ftn2
http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/fear-not.htm#_ftn3#_ftn3
http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/fear-not.htm#_ftn4#_ftn4
http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/fear-not.htm#_ftn5#_ftn5
http://www.joyfulheart.com/christmas/fear-not.htm#_ftn6#_ftn6


The Savior Will Provide A Savior comes to rescue people in danger, preserve those who are 
threatened by harm, and protect his people from the troubles that surround them. That's 
what saviors do! That's what Jesus came to do for us. 
Do not be afraid because God has sent a Savior to us -- Jesus Christ the Lord. He is the 

One who will: 

 Never leave us or forsake us. 

 Supply all our needs according to his riches in glory. 

 Add to us all the things we need as we seek him and his Kingdom. 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving  

 
Magnificat 

My soul doth magnify the Lord.  

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

Because he hath regarded the humility of his handmaid;  

for behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  

Because he that is mighty,  

hath done great things to me;  

and holy is his name.  

And his mercy is from generation unto generations,  

to them that fear him.  

He hath shewed might in his arm:  

he hath scattered the proud in the conceit of their heart.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things;  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He hath received Israel his servant,  

being mindful of his mercy:  

As he spoke to our fathers,  

to Abraham and to his seed for ever.  
 

 

The Shepherd boys story (Response to be sung) 

A medley of Christmas songs strung together with the conversation of two shepherd boys 
on the night of one of history’s greatest days.  

 
The First Noel, the Angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the East beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 
 
 

Shepherd boy 1: Hey, get up, wake up, you missed everything last night  

Shepherd boy 2: I missed something (yawn) This is Bethlehem…what could I 

have missed??. Go away James. I don’t like to miss my sleep. 



 

Boy 1 : Wake up it was unbelievable, it was beautiful, thousands of angels burst 

out of the skies singing joy to… 

Boy2 : Angels? Skies? Singing? Go away James. I will tell your father you’ve been 

drinking too much of his wine    

 

Boy 1 : Come and ask the other shepherds who saw the angels. They will tell you 

Boy2 : Angels what angels. Angels singing in the Bethlehem sky. Ha!! Have they 

lowered the benchmark on Angelic demonstrations? And what were they singing? 

 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 

Boy 1: See! This is the field in which we were lying down with the sheep, when 

the angels appeared with light and singing, it was awesome.  

Boy 2:  Haven’t I told you before James, shepherds count sheep and go to sleep. 

What were you dreaming of? And where are these angels now? Singing to the fish 

in Galilee?? 

 

Boy 1. A star then led us to a manger behind a little Inn where a child was born. 

 

 Boy 2:  Now where did the star come from? It was only angels till now. Every 

night I have seen stars, but none of them led me anywhere. 

 

Boy 1:  But this was different. The star was over this little stable and we went in 

and saw the baby with his parents and stable animals. 

What Child is this who, laid to rest 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

Why lies He in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

Boy 2:  Now let’s get this part right James. There were angels? They were 

singing? And there was a star which led you to a little stable? Right?  



That must be one lost star. A star may point out treasure, or a king, or at least a 

palace. Your star found a stable with a manger with a child and some dirty 

animals. What next ? Did the moon behave itself or was it doing cartwheels in 

this celestial ball?   

 

Boy 1 :   Come, I will take you to the place and then you will believe. 

 
Away in a manger, 
No crib for His bed 
The little Lord Jesus 
Laid down His sweet head 

 
The stars in the bright sky 

Looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus 
Asleep on the hay 
 
The cattle are lowing 

The poor Baby wakes 
But little Lord Jesus 
No crying He makes 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, 
I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever 

And love me I pray 
 

Boy 2:  What is that crowd outside that house? 

Boy1: I told you. 

Boy 2:  And what are those strange noblemen doing with their camels and horses 

and those big body guards with tiny eyes.  

Boy1: I forget to tell you. Three kings also came from West. 

Boy2: Why are you are pointing East boy. 

Boy1: Ok they came from the East. And they came with gifts of gold ..and…and 

lots more.  

 

 
We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain 

Following yonder star 
 
O Star of wonder, star of night 

Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to thy Perfect Light 
 
Glorious now behold Him arise 
King and God and Sacrifice 

Alleluia, Alleluia 
Earth to heav'n replies 
 

Boy2: Aaaah. I missed it all. Why didn’t you wake me up.  I missed everything. 

But I wonder what all this means…… Kings, angels, a poor child in a manger…. 

 

You know what James I think we’ve seen all there is to see as shepherds.  We 

should now try our hand at being fishermen. 

Boy1: Alright Peter, let’s go fishing then.  

 
Intercession 



 

(cong to stand)  

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER  

ALL: Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus,  

that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness  

of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men.  

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.  

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings,  
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.  

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children,  

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful  

thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

by Robert Louis Stevenson  

Gospel Reading  

P:  Peace be with you all 
C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world 

as recorded by  
C: Blessed is he that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for 
our Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the 
blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
C: So we believe and affirm 
( After reading the Gospel the priest says 'Peace be with you all') 

 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of 
the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel 
which we have now heard.  
 
  
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 
before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our 
salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

Mary, and was made man. He was crucified also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; 
suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father's holy will, 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with 
glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the 
prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary  
Rolling downward, through the midnight, 
Comes a glorious burst of heav’nly song; 



’Tis a chorus full of sweetness— 
And the singers are an angel throng. 
 
Chorus 

“Glory! glory in the highest! 
On the earth goodwill and peace to men!” 
Down the ages send the echo; 
Let the glad earth shout again! 
 
Wondering shepherds see the glory, 
Hear the word the shining ones declare; 

At the manger fall in worship, 
While the music fills the quivering air. 

 

 

Offertory Hymn 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
 
Chorus 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
 
O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
 
(Translated into English by: John Mason Neale in 1851) 

Message  

Closing Thought  

L: Christmas Once Again 

It’s Christmas once again, 
Yes, it’s that time of year, 
To reflect now and then, 
And wish that you were here. 
To talk about the story, 
About a baby born one night. 

A King without His glory, 
Who left His throne of might. 

The babe grew into a child, 
And the child became a man. 

The King dwelt among His people, 
But they would not understand. 
God left His Heavenly splendour, 
The Son came from above. 
He became a simple servant, 
To show that He was love. 



Then one day He died, 
Crucified upon that tree. 
Even now I wonder why, 
Why did He die for you and me? 

Christmas without Easter 
Is only half the story; 
Jesus, the Son of God, 
Arose again in glory. 

He didn’t come that night, 
Just to give us a holiday; 
He came to give us life, 
And showed He was the Way. 
Immanuel, our God is with us, 

As the prophets had foretold. 
He redeemed us with His precious blood, 
Not with silver or with gold. 

The wise men later brought their gifts, 
Knelt and worshipped at His feet. 
Like a wise man, will you give 
Your heart to the Prince of Peace?    Jerry Bouey 

Closing prayer & Benediction 

 

P: The greatest Gift that has ever been given 
Is Jesus Christ who was sent down from heaven. 

This Gift can be yours if you will believe; 
Trust Him as Savior, and new life receive.  

 
May the peace which came down to save us, teach us humility and love, and continue to 
shine through all of us, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Doxology & Kiss of Peace 

Hymn  

Hark the herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim: 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings 

Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 

Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
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