
 
 

 
Service dedicated to our priests and evangelists 

 

P: Opening Prayer 
P: Today we remember and pray for priests and evangelists from around the world working in 

different situations and handling  tough issues.  
Lord our God, guide your people through the ministry of priests. Keep us faithful in obedient 
service to you that by our life and ministry we may bring you glory in Christ. We ask this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen 
 

 
Opening Hymn 
I am thinking today of that beautiful land 
I shall reach when the sun goeth down; 
When through wonderful grace by my Savior I stand, 
Will there be any stars in my crown? 

Will there be any stars, any stars in my crown 

When at evening the sun goeth down? 
When I wake with the blest in the mansions of rest 
Will there be any stars in my crown? 

In the strength of the Lord let me labor and pray, 
Let me watch as a winner of souls, 

That bright stars may be mine in the glorious day, 
When His praise like the sea billow rolls. 

O what joy it will be when His face I behold, 
Living gems at his feet to lay down! 
It would sweeten my bliss in the city of gold, 
Should there be any stars in my crown.  
Words: Eliza E. Hewitt, 1897. Music: John R. Sweney 

 

 

 

Kauma  
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 
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P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit 

who sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your     

glory, Hosanna in the highest.  

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 

the highest.   

 

P. Holy art thou, O God.  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty God. 

 

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord; the Messiah: who was crucified for us have mercy on us  

 

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 

 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 

 

P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 

  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  

 

(Cong to be seated) 

 

1st Lesson:  Jeremiah 1:1-10 

2nd Lesson:  2 Timothy 4:1-8 
 

 

 

Meditation 

 

 

 



  
 
 

Juhanon Mar Thoma Metropolitan (Mar Thoma XVIII) was the Head of the Mar Thoma church 

from 1947–1976. He was a leader and evangelist who spread the word wherever he went. He was 
respected by people from all walks of life, from all religions and age groups. He coined the motto 
of the church “Lighted to Lighten”. “The Church must be interested where human life is 
interested,” was his principle. 

Born on August 7, 1893 he was christened C. M. John. Educated at Kottayam M.T. Seminary High 

School, Thiruvananthapuram Maharaja’s college, Madras Wesley College and Madras Christian 
College. The stay at Madras made changes in his attitude, outlook and lifestyle. He was attracted 
to Indian Nationalism, and started to wear Khadi, following the example of Mahatma Gandhi. He 
met a number of foreign missionaries who inspired him to select gospel work as his mission. After 
completing his education at Madras, he joined the United Theological College, Bangalore, and 

obtained BD Degree in 1922. 

He loved adventure and took part in the boat races and enjoyed swimming across the Ayemenem 
river where he almost drowned once.  While teaching at M.T. Seminary Kottayam he was a 
Scoutmaster and later became the Scout commissioner. He was able to obtain the Wood Badge, in 

Scouting. The 3rd World Scout Jamboree was held Birkenhead, England in 1929. C. M. John 
attended this jamboree as a member of the Indian contingent. He was actively associated with the 
YMCA also.  

C. M. John was ordained as a Kassessa (clergy) at Ayroor church on October 7, 1933. When 

Abraham Mar Thoma passed away in 1947. Juhanon Mar Timotheos was enthroned as Metropolitan 

of the Mar Thoma Church. He actively participated in ecumenical councils such as the World 
Council of Churches. At its second meeting at Evanston, Illinois in 1954 he was elected as one of 
the Presidents of the WCC.  

On June 26, 1975 Prime Minister Indira Gandhi declared Emergency. On August 25, 1974, Juhanon 

Mar Thoma sent a letter to the Prime Minister arguing for the restoration of democracy. He was 
probably the only Indian Christian leader to question the actions of the Prime Minister.  

Schools, Hospitals, and social welfare institutions were opened during his lifetime. Realizing the 
pain of a family without a house of their own, he introduced the idea of building houses for the 
poor and providing land for the landless even in 1949. In 1967, before moving to the new 

residence built for the Metropolitan he made it a point to present a house to a poor homeless TB 
patient who was a non Christian. He created three Social funds: the Metropolitan’s Fund for the 
housing needs of the poor; a marriage aid fund for helping poor parents, and a relief fund for 

helping the victims of emergencies and natural disasters. He initiated the formation of a Social 
Service Committee to rid society of social evils like landlessness, broken homes, alcoholism, dowry 
system etc.  

Simple living, praying, helping, learning and teaching describes the life of Thirumeni. Writing in 
Sabha Tharika, Thirumeni stated that he followed Dean Inge’s dictum: “I must never have a good 
opinion on myself”. This was the pointer to his humility. He also taught that prayer was the 
deepest longing of the human heart, and fervently believed in its effectiveness. If and when urged 
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to work less, his reply would invariably be, “It is better to be active till one’s death,” and he 
remained true to this principle till the end. 

 
On his sick bed one of  the songs he repeatedly requested was ‘ 
Jesus lover of my Soul, Let me to thy bosom fly,  
While the nearer waters roll, While the tempest still is high, 
Hide me. O my Saviour hide, Till the storm of life is past 
Safe into the haven guide, Oh receive me soul at last 

 
Juhanon Mar Thoma, a simple man who lit many a heart died on September 27, 1976 at 
Kottayam.  
 
Read more about the life of this visionary  : 
http://www.lightoflife.com/LOL_Arch_Juhanon_Marthoma.htm 

 

 
Hymn 
Are you sitting idle? 
Still there’s work to do; 
In the Master’s vineyard 
There’s a place for you: 
Be a faithful servant, 

Ever ready stand. 
Where the Master calls you— 
Lend a helping hand! 
 
 
Lend a hand, lend a hand, 

Lend a helping hand; 
Weary ones are falling, 
Lend a helping hand! 
Lend a hand, lend a hand, 
Lend a helping hand; 
Jesus still is calling, 
Lend a helping hand! 

 
 
 Is your voice now silent? 
There are songs to sing; 
Come and swell the chorus, 
Make His praises ring! 
Till the strains are wafted 

Over, sea and land, 
Reaching up to heaven— 
Lend a helping hand! 
 
 
 Do your prayers no longer 

Reach the throne of grace, 
Asking that some wand’rer 
Might his steps retrace? 
Earnest prayer may keep him 
From the sinking sand; 
Yours today may save him— 
Lend a helping hand! 

Writer; J. B. Mackay music;  John Robson Sweney 

 

 
 

 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kottayam
http://www.lightoflife.com/LOL_Arch_Juhanon_Marthoma.htm


Thanksgiving 

The Beautiful Hands of a Priest  

L: We need them in life's early morning, 

We need them again at its close; 
We feel their warm clasp of true friendship, 
We seek them when tasting life's woes. 

At the altar each day we behold them, 
And the hands of a king on his throne 

Are not equal to them in their greatness; 
Their dignity stands all alone; 

  And when we are tempted and wander, 

To pathways of shame and of sin, 
It's the hand of a priest that will absolve us, 
Not once, but again and again. 

  And when we are taking life's partner, 

Other hands may prepare us a feast, 
But the hand that will bless and unite us 
Is the beautiful hand of a priest. 

  God bless them and keep them all holy, 

For the Host which their fingers caress; 

When can a poor sinner do better 

Than to ask Him to guide thee and bless? 

  When the hour of death comes upon us, 
May our courage and strength be increased, 

By seeing raised over us in blessing 
The beautiful hands of a priest.            Anon 

 
 

Cong to stand  

Intercessory prayers  

L: Who, who will go to bind the broken heart? 

Burdened with grief and heavy in its woe. 
Longing to find in life some better part; 
Who, who will go to bind the broken heart? 
 
C: Lord, here am I; send me 
To bind the broken heart, 

To find the better part; 
Lord, here am I; send me 
 
L:  Who, who will go to wipe away the tear 
From eyes long used to sorrow’s heartless flow? 

To comfort those who stand in hope & fear; 
Who, who will go to wipe away the tear? 

 
C: Lord, here am I; send me! 
To wipe away the tear, 
To stand beside those who fear; 
Lord, here am I; send me! 
 



L:  Who, who will go to seek the lambs astray? 
To lift the fallen where he lies so low, 
Into the sunlight of the heavenly way; 
Who, who will go to seek those gone astray? 

 
C: Lord, here am I; send me! 
To seek those gone astray, To point the heavenly way: 
Lord, here am I;  send me!  
 
L: Lord Jesus, you have chosen your priests from among us and sent them out to proclaim your 
word and to act in your name. For so great a gift to your Church, we give you praise and 

thanksgiving. We ask you to fill them with the fire of your love, that their ministry may reveal your 
presence in the Church. 
 In their afflictions let them never be crushed; in their doubts never despair; in temptation never 

be destroyed; in persecution never abandoned. Inspire them through prayer to live each day the 
mystery of your dying and rising. In times of weakness send them your Spirit, and help them 
always.   

C. Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading  

 

P:  Peace be with you all. 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the 

world as recorded by ……………. 
 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him 

for our Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of 

the blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  

C: So we believe and affirm. 

  

Luke 4:14-22 (After reading the Gospel the priest says 'Peace be with you all') 

C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of 

the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your 

gospel which we have now heard.  

 

  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of 

all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the 

Father before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being 

of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and 

for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary, and was made man. He was crucified also for us in the days of Pontius 

Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father's 

holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be 

no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the 

prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life 

of the world to come. Amen. 

 

(Cong. to be seated) 

 
 



Thanksgiving 

God of mercy, God of grace, 
Show the brightness of Thy face; 
Shine upon us, Savior, shine, 
Fill Thy Church with light divine, 
And Thy saving health extend, 
Unto earth’s remotest end. 

Let the people praise Thee, Lord! 

Be by all that live adored; 
Let the nations shout and sing 
Glory to their Savior King, 

At Thy feet their tribute pay, 
And Thy holy will obey. 

Let the people praise Thee, Lord! 
Earth shall then her fruits afford, 
God to man His blessings give, 
Man to God devoted live; 

All below and all above 
One in joy and light and love. 
Writer:Henry Francis Lyte, Music: Henry Thomas Smart 
 

Offertory Hymn 

Tell the whole wide world of Jesus, 
Bear the news from shore to shore; 
Telling sinners of the Savior, 
Let the light spread more and more. 

Tell the world, the whole wide world, 
Bear the news from shore to shore; 
Tell the whole wide world of Jesus, 
Praise His Name forevermore! 

Send abroad the Gospel heralds, 
Let them take the blessèd light; 

Into every land of darkness, 
Piercing through the shades of night. 

Yes, we’ll send the joyful message, 
Over mountain, over wave; 
Telling everywhere of Jesus, 
And His mighty power to save. 

While we pray for other nations, 
Send them help with willing hand, 
Let us not forget the home fields, 
Jesus for our native land! 

 Words: Eliza E. Hewitt, Music: John R. Sweney  

 
Thank you, Achens 

L: Have you ever walked in our Pastor's shoes, 
And gone where his feet have trod? 
Have you ever thought of what he means to us, 
And on your knees, given thanks to God? 
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Have you ever told him thank you, 

For being there, when times are tough, 
For comforting words and fervent prayers 
When trials come and the storms of life are rough? 

He answers our calls in the middle of the night 
And tells us not to worry, for he will be there. 

He gives up his comfort of quiet rest 
And comes with prayers of comfort to share. 

Have you ever thought to say thank you Pastor, 
For preaching God's word to help us understand, 
For all the times he has asked for things 
That will lend us a helping hand? 

When you pray, put him at the top of the list 
And ask the Lord to surround him with loving care, 
To give him strength and walk with him, 
To help him with the burdens that he must bear. 

Have you ever walked in our Pastor's shoes, 
And gone where his feet have trod? 
Have you ever thought of what he means to us, 

And on your knees, given thanks to God? 
Poem by Judy Crowe 

 

 
 

Message 
 
 

 

Closing Thought 
 

 
 
E. Stanley Jones (1884–1973) was a 20th century Methodist Christian missionary and theologian. 
He traveled to India and began working with the lowest castes, including Dalits. He became close 
friends with many leaders in the Indian Independence movement, and became known for his 
interfaith work. His friendship for the cause of Indian self-determination allowed him to become 

friends with leaders of the up-and-coming Indian National Congress party. He spent much time 
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with Mahatma Gandhi, and the Nehru family. Gandhi challenged Jones and, through Jones' writing 
many Western missionaries had a greater  respect for the mindset and strengths of the Indian. 
 
E. Stanley Jones, once asked Mahatma Gandhi the following question: "How can we make 

Christianity naturalized in India, not a foreign thing, identified with a foreign government and a 
foreign people, but a part of the national life of India and contributing its power to India's uplift?" 
 
Gandhi responded: "First, I would suggest all of you Christians, missionaries and all, must begin to 
live more like Jesus Christ.  
Second, practice your religion without adulterating it or toning it down.  
Third, emphasize love and make it your working force, for love is central in Christianity.  

Fourth, study the non-Christian religions more sympathetically to find the good that is within 
them, in order to have a more sympathetic approach to the people." 
 

In his book, Gandhi: Portrayal of a friend, E Stanley Jones later wrote: 
Nonviolence was accepted out of necessity. And yet out of choice.  
And further: Undoubtedly an overruling providence was using India as a paving ground for a new 

type of power – the power of the soul. But the Mahatma rejected the idea that the method of truth 
and non violence was used because you are weak and cowardly. He insisted that it was the 
method of the strong, and only the method of those really strong.  
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. once told Eunice the daughter of E. Stanley Jones that it was this passage 
that clinched his decision to work nonviolently for Civil Rights in the United States. King showed 
her in the margin of the book where he had written, "This is it!" 

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was an American clergyman, activist, and prominent leader in the 
African-American Civil Rights Movement. He is best known for being an iconic figure in the 
advancement of civil rights in the United States and around the world, using nonviolent methods.  

 

 
 
 
Cong to stand  
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Closing Prayers 

P: A Pastor’s  Prayer 
 

Dear Lord, 
I thank you for this gift of being a shepherd for your people. 
When they worry, let me share their tears. 

When they laugh, let me celebrate. 
When they are sad, let me remember them. 
When they pray, let me echo their prayers. 
When they need to be heard, let me listen. 
When they are being tried, let me encourage them. 
When they are lost, send me to find them. 

When they are victorious, let me lead the rejoicing. 

When they feel unloved, let me remind them of your love. 
When they are wounded, let me bring them to your healing. 
When they sin, lead me to help them repent. 
When they are searching for you, let me point the way. 
When they are suffering, give me the strength to sit with them. 
O Lord, give me the heart of Christ, the hands of the Spirit and the power of the Word to guide 
these people. Amen 

 

All together:  

 

C: Eternal God, please bless our priests, who represent you on this earth. Make them more greatly 
aware of the grace that you pour out through them when they minister. Please strengthen our 

priests, who guide your people, that they may be examples of your Truth and guide us always on 

the path to you. We ask these things of you, our Eternal Priest. Amen.  
 
 

P: Benediction 
 

Dear Lord, bless us in our ministrations, always guiding us and leading us so that we can point out 
your way, through your word, to these your people. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound 

in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
 

 
Closing Hymn 

Fading away like the stars of the morning, 
Losing their light in the glorious sun— 
Thus would we pass from the earth and its toiling, 
Only remembered by what we have done. 

Only remembered, only remembered, 
Only remembered by what we have done; 
Thus would we pass from the earth and its toiling, 
Only remembered by what we have done. 

Shall we be missed though by others succeeded, 
Reaping the fields we in springtime have sown? 

No, for the sowers may pass from their labors, 
Only remembered by what they have done. 

Only the truth that in life we have spoken, 
Only the seed that on earth we have sown; 
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These shall pass onward when we are forgotten, 
Fruits of the harvest and what we have done. 

Lyrics: Horatius Bonar, Music: Ira David Sankey 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
 
Quotes 
 
“Out of one hundred men, one will read the Bible, the other ninety-nine will read the Christian.” ~ 

D. L. Moody 

 
"If you have no joy, there's a leak in your Christianity somewhere." ~ Billy Sunday 
 
"The scriptures are given not to increase our knowledge, but to change our  
lives." ~Dwight L. Moody 
 

Being born in a Christian home does not make you a Christian.  
E. Stanley Jones  
 
A man can't ride your back unless it's bent.  
Martin Luther King, Jr.  
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