
Recognising our earth – home for generations to come 
P: How clearly the sky reveals God’s glory! How plainly it shows what he has done! 

Each day announces it to the following day; each night repeats it to the next. 

No speech or words are used, no sound is heard; 

Yet their voice goes out to all  the world and is heard to the ends of the earth. 

God made a home in the sky for the sun; it comes out in the morning like a happy bridegroom, 

like an athlete eager to run a race. 

It starts at one end of the sky and goes across to the other. Nothing can hide from its heat  

Psalm 19:1-6 

 

Opening Hymn  

For the beauty of the earth 

For the glory of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth 

Over and around us lies. 

 

Chorus 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise, 

This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

For the wonder of each hour, 

Of the day and of the night, 

Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

Sun and moon, and stars of light.  

 

For the joy of human love, 

Brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth and friends above, 

For all gentle thoughts and mild.  

 
Words: Folliot S. Pierpoint, in Lyra Eucharistica, by Orby Shipley, second edition, 1864.  

Music: Dix, Conrad Kocher, 1838 

 

 

Kauma  
 

Kyrie Elieso,n Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 

P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who 

sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, 

hosanna in the highest.  

 

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest.   

 

P. Holy art thou, O God  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty God 
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P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord ; the  Messiah : who was crucified for us have mercy on us  

 

P. O Lord , have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord , have mercy on us and bless us . 

 

P. O Lord , accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us  

C. Glory be to you , O God. 

 

P. Glory be to you O Creator 

C. Glory be to you , O King the Messiah ;who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us O Lord. 

  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 

All:       Our Father who art  in heaven, Hallowed be thy  name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it done  in heaven.  

Give us this day  our daily bread.  

And Forgive us our debts  as we forgive our debtors  . 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is  kingdom, the power, and the glory ,  

      Forever.  Amen.   
 

 
The first and second lesson (Cong to be seated) 

1st Reading  Leviticus 25 :8-24 

2nd Reading  Revelations 22:1-7 

 

 
MEDITATION 

 

L: Christian Environmentalism 
 

The media is full of stories concerning environmental disasters of one kind or another, from 

global warming to endangered species to destruction of the rain forests to nuclear accidents. It is 

not hard to notice that the environmental issue receives very little attention in Christian circles. 

There are so many other significant issues that occupy our attention that we seem to think of the 

environment as somebody else's issue. It is viewed as a liberal issue, or New Age propaganda, or 

just plain unimportant. What we fail to realize is that Christians have a sacred responsibility to the 

earth and the creatures within it. The earth is being affected by humans in an unprecedented 

manner, and we do not know what the short or long term effects will be.  

 

Christian Responsibility  
 

I believe that as Christians, we have a responsibility to show others the way to environmental 

responsibility. When the church puts belief into practice, our humanity and sense of beauty are 

restored. Concern for the environment is not on the front-burner of most evangelical Christians. 

We have spoken out loudly against the materialism of science as expressed in the issues of 

abortion, human dignity, evolution and genetic engineering, but have shown ourselves to be little 

more than materialists in our technological orientation towards nature.  

 

By failing to fulfill our responsibilities to the earth, we are losing a great evangelistic 



opportunity. Many in our society are seeking an improved environment, yet they think that most 

Christians don't care about ecological issues and that most churches offer no opportunity for 

involvement. It is time our healing ministry involves our earth.  
by Dr. Ray Bohlin  
 

 
Hymn : Morning has broken  

 

Morning has broken, like the first morning 

Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird 

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 

Praise for the springing fresh from the word 

 

Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven 

Like the first dewfall, on the first grass 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 

Sprung in completeness where his feet pass 

 

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning 

Born of the one light, Eden saw play 

Praise with elation, praise every morning 

God's recreation of the new day 

 
 

L: The Seeder of Lebanon 
A little bird nibbles on a kernel  

Camouflaged in the thick of leaves 

Enjoying its share of ‘natural’ morsel.  

Filled, it flits away to life on wing 

Subsistence on earth’s windy swing. 

 

Gliding into the ever shifting breeze 

It ascends with the breath of the earth  

Flapping away to nestle in other trees. 

And as it flies it drops a tiny little seed. 

An offering from above, for earth to feed. 

 

This seed nestles in earths comfort 

Until the rains awakens life    

And the sun incubates it to shoot forth.  

Once a diminutive seed, now a cedar 

An organism, a stronghold, a shelter.   

 

And around this tree, unhurriedly at first  

Life breathes and multiplies and grows  

Till from a seedling soon a forest bursts. 

An abundant thankfulness of love 

To a drop, a little gift from above. 

 

A little bird nibbles on a kernel  

When a clattering, cutting shakes the tree.   



Tree to wood brought down with metal.  

The little bird escapes in fright 

Flies smack, straight, into an electric light. 

 

There then lies dead another mighty cedar   

There then lies Lebanon’s tiny little seeder. 

Dann Thomas  

 
 

L: On A Green Mission 
 

Would you ever have thought that land once desolate could be converted into fertile terrain? No 

one would have been any the wiser, were it not for the hard work put in two retired Botany 

professors - Dr Shyamsundar Joshi and his wife Dr Shanta Joshi of the University of Agricultural 

sciences, Bangalore.   

The plant known as Paradise Tree or Quassia Tree or Bitter wood Tree (Simarouba glauca) is 

found in coastal areas throughout the Caribbean and Tropical America. Relatively fast growing, it 

effortlessly reaches heights, greater than 40 feet. They first started with four seeds which turned 

out to be a success and then further expanded it by planting over 2000 trees in 10acres of land at 

the GKVK campus in Hebbal. The tree can be used as valuable organic manure, in the cure of 

amoebiasis, diarrhoea & malaria, for wasteland reclamation, for making quality furniture and 

even vegetable oils. 

Theirs is a small story of triumph over adversity, a giving back to society, providing a source of 

dividends to drought hit farmers and giving back in green measure.  

 

Our Home – Video  
 

 

Ecology Hall of Fame 

Rachel Carson   1907-1964 

 

In 1992, a panel of distinguished Americans declared Rachel Carson's Silent Spring the most 

influential book of the past 50 years. This was one of the latest in a long line of tributes to a 

woman who almost single-handedly alerted Americans to the dark side of science in alliance with 

industrial society. Her measured, carefully-worded yet passionate prose was all the more damning 

because she, herself, was a scientist.  

  

Starting in the mid-1940s, Carson had become concerned about the use of synthetic pesticides, 

many of which had been developed through the military funding of science since World War II. 

Carson's main argument is that pesticides have detrimental effects on natural ecosystems and also 

details cases of human pesticide poisoning, cancer, and other illnesses attributed to these. The 

result was Silent Spring (1962), a book which brought environmental concerns to an 

unprecedented portion of the American public. Silent Spring spurred a reversal in national 

pesticide policy—leading to an international ban on DDT and other pesticides. 

 

Ironically and sadly, while this controversy was swirling around the book, the author was dying 

of cancer -- a cancer that may have been caused by exposure to environmental carcinogens such 

as those she studied. She died in 1964. One measure of her influence may be seen in the fact that 

chemical industry sources are still passionately trying to convince people that she was wrong, that 

"man" can "control" nature through chemistry.   
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Thanksgiving 
 

(Cong to stand)  

Hymn 

  

1.I sing the almighty power of God,  

that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad,  

and built the lofty skies.   

I sing the wisdom that ordained  

the sun to rule the day;  

the moon shines full at God's command,  

and all the stars obey.   

 

2.I sing the goodness of the Lord,  

who filled the earth with food,  

who formed the creatures thru the Word,  

and then pronounced them good.   

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed,  

where'er I turn my eye,  

if I survey the ground I tread,  

or gaze upon the sky. 

 

3.There's not a plant or flower below,  

but makes thy glories known,  

and clouds arise, and tempests blow,  

by order from thy throne;  

while all that borrows life from thee  

is ever in thy care;  

and everywhere that we can be,  

thou, God, art present there. 
COMPOSER   G. F. Root , AUTHOR Isaac Watts 

 

Intercesion 

L:  Earth Prayer  

Creator God, 

You made all things in your wisdom, 

And in your love you save us. 

We pray for the whole of creation. 

  

Come to the aid of those who work for justice for the planet and all its diversity, 

who struggle to protect our earth from those who would forge it’s beauty into power. 

Grant that our children and our children’s children may freely enjoy the fullness of your creation. 

  

We pray for enlightened leaders who respect your creation;  

Guide them with your pure and peaceable wisdom 

so that sanity might be restored to the governance of our world. 

  

Free us from the illusion  

that freedom can be secured by killing others 

that war can bring peace 



that destruction can bring healing 

that weapons can keep us safe 

  

Grant us leaders of vision, who govern with integrity and awareness; 

Grant us leaders who make decisions based in compassion; 

Grant us leaders who make policies with wisdom and without fear. 

  

Protect us and all creation O Lord and grant us peace.  Amen 

 

Gospel Reading  
 

P:  Peace be with you all 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as 

recorded by St John… 15:1-15 

C: Blessed is he that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 

Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the 

blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way. 

C: So we believe and affirm 
( After reading the Gospel the priest says ‘Peace be with you all’ 
 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, that we 
may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now heard.  
  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 

the Father before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, 

who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 

crucified also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was 

buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father’s holy will, ascended into 

heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with glory, to 

judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the 

Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who 

spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary  

Hymn 
 



He sendeth the sunshine and rain 

He scattereth dew on the flowers; 

He maketh the desert to bloom 

His blessings descend as the stars 

 

Chorus 

Bountiful, merciful, wonderful love! 

 

He  causeth the rivers to flow, 

The fields now with verdue are clad; 

He tempers the wind to His lambs, 

The earth with his fullness is glad. 

 

For bounty so royal and free, 

For mercies unending and new, 

Oh, help us to praise Thee, dear Lord, 

And serve Thee in all that we do. 

 

Offertory Hymn  

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God; to thee, 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God; to thee, 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 

and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 

 

But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

sent him to die-I scarce can take it in 

that on the cross, our burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away our sin; 

 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

and take me home-what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then shall I bow in humble adoration, 

and there proclaim: My God, how great Thou art! 

Words by Stuart K. Hine 

 

  



Message  
 

Closing Thought 

L: Consider Creation  

All people of the earth, each and every nation  

Arise and rejoice at the continued creation  

Of beauty, of springtime, the yearly rebirth  
Of our protector, our home, our own Mother Earth!  

Who despite our apparent lack of care 

Creates bountiful splendor for all to share  

From mountain tops to the deepest sea  
All wonderful earthly miracles bursting free!  

Yet this miracle of renewal requires the helping hand  

Of the people to replenish and renew the land  

From the largest of cities to the most remote farms  
To unite in spirit and with the strongest arms.  

Become a midwife to the birth of each flower  

A guardian of our resources hour by hour  

We must learn to take time to appreciate  

The miracles of which we did not create.  

For God has given this wonderful treasure  

And its preservation will be the measure  

Of people who recognize and will celebrate  
The birth of each season before it's too late.  

In citizenship, in willingness to toil  

We must bend our backs and tend to the soil  

In stewardship, arise and applaud the worth  

Of the wondrous marvel of our Living Earth!  

Consider creation. . . . Consider it now.  

 
 

P: Closing prayer &  Benediction 
Dear Lord, of all I have seen, of all I am feeling,  

Thank you for sharing your earth.  

   

Reach into the hearts of those who cannot see, 

Who cannot feel, so we may together strive  

To protect these precious lands, 

These exquisite birds, 



These magical waters, 

And all these living works of your art.  

   

Reveal to us how to derive meaning  

From nurturing your gifts of nature. 

   

Teach us how to heal within 

From touching your beautiful earth. 

 

May God bless us and makes us growers and protectors of our earth. 

Amen   

 

Hymn & Kiss of peace 
 

All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful: 

The Lord God made them all. 

 

Each little flower that opens, 

Each little bird that sings, 

He made their glowing colors, 

He made their tiny wings. … Chorus 

 

He gave us eyes to see them, 

And lips that we might tell 

How great is God Almighty, 

Who has made all things well. … Chorus 

 
Words: Cecil F. Alexander, Hymns for Little Children, 1848. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station, through which God speaks to us 

every hour, if we will only tune in.  ~George Washington Carver 
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