
 
 

Recycle   
Let us test and examine our ways. 

Let us turn back to the Lord.       Lamentation 3:40 
 

And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you.  Ezekiel 36: 26 

 

 

P: We have the opportunity to celebrate another Christmas and we thank God for it. It is also a time to look 

back over the year and thank God for his wonderful mercies. It is an occasion to Resolve differences and 

Rejuvenate old relationships.  It is a time to Recycle our thoughts and Renew our faith.   

As the Psalmist says “I will never forget your commandments, for by them you give me life.” 

This is what the Lord says, 

Stop at the crossroads and look around. 

Ask for the old, godly way, and walk in it. 

Travel its path, and you will find rest for your souls.   Jeremiah 6:16 

 

For I will pour out water to quench your thirst 

and to irrigate your parched fields. 

And I will pour out my Spirit on your descendants,  

and my blessing on your children.       Isaiah44:3 

 

 

Opening Hymn 

Once in royal David’s city, 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her Baby, 

In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little Child. 

 

For He is our childhood's pattern; 

Day by day, like us, He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

Tears and smiles, like us He knew; 

And He cares when we are sad, 

And he shares when we are glad. 

 

And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

Through His own redeeming love; 

For that Child so dear and gentle, 

Is our Lord in heaven above: 



And He leads His children on, 

To the place where He is gone.  

 

(written by Mrs. C.F. Alexander 1818 - 1895 ) 

 

Kauma 

 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, , Kyrie Elieson 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 

P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, hosanna in the 

highest.  

 

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

 

P. Holy art thou, O God  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty God 

 

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord the Messiah who was crucified for us have mercy on us  

 

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 

 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 

 

P. Glory be to you O Creator 

C. Glory is to you, O King the Messiah, who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us O Lord. 

   

(Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 

All:      Our Father who art  in heaven, Hallowed be thy  name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  

      Forever.  Amen.   

 

The first and second lesson (Cong to be seated) 



 

Meditation 

The True Meaning of Christmas  

What do you think the meaning is of Christmas? Is it about who gets the most presents? Is it about who can 

be the most giving? Is it about spending time with family? Is it about being nice to people? No. It’s not 

really about any of those things.  

 

Long ago (over 2,000 years!), when the time was right, a baby was born. This was no ordinary baby. This 

baby was special. This baby would grow up to save the world. Seems like a mother’s over imaginative 

mind, doesn’t it? But it wasn’t; the angels confirmed it. “Now there were in the same country shepherds 

living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel 

said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.  

For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be the 

sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”” And Shepherds went to find the child the angels told them 

about.  

 

Kings from a distant land came bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, for they knew what the 

prophets said about this baby in Isaiah 53. All of us, like sheep, have gone astray, turning to our own way. 

But He will be bruised for our transgressions and by His strips we are healed. God laid the punishment of 

our sins upon Him. The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.  

 

When we celebrate Christmas our thoughts are on the miracle of God’s mercy, grace, and forgiveness 

towards us. The Bible is very clear that all of us have sinned. But God’s gracious favor provides the 

forgiveness we need and a way out of death. He gave Himself in our place, so we could live in Him and 

have eternal life forever with God! Jesus is the reason for the season!  

 

So, why do we give gifts at Christmas time? It’s because God gave us the ultimate gift – the gift of eternal 

life. We give out of grateful hearts that know we have been forgiven. We give out of love for God, who 

first loved us and sent His son to die for us.  

 

Christmas is a time to Remember all Jesus has done for us. It’s a time to celebrate that we have been 

forgiven. We are adopted into God’s family and were granted a new life in Christ and as a result, we have a 

place in heaven when we leave this life! That is the true meaning of Christmas. Let us Renew our faith. 

Elizabeth Marks 

Confession ( Cong to stand) 

Santa's Christmas Prayer 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah53;&version=50;


The sleigh was packed, the reindeer were fed, 

But Santa still knelt by the side of the bed. 

 

"Dear Father," he prayed "Be with me tonight. 

There's much work to do and my schedule is tight. 

I must jump in my sleigh, and streak through the sky, 

Knowing full well, that a reindeer can't fly. 

 

I will visit each household, before the first light, 

I'll cover the world and all in one night. 

With sleigh bells a-ringing, I'll land on each roof, 

Amid the soft clatter of each little hoof. 

 

To get in the house is the difficult part, 

So I'll slide down the chimney of each little heart. 

My sack will hold toys to grant all their wishes. 

The supply will be endless like the loaves and the fishes. 

 

I will fill all the stockings and not leave a track. 

I'll eat every cookie that's left for my snack. 

I can do all these things Lord, only through You, 

I just need your blessing, then it's easy to do. 

 

All this is to honor the birth of the One, 

That was sent to redeem us, Your most Holy Son. 

So to all of my friends, lest Your glory I rob, 

Please Lord, remind them, who gave me this job."    By Warren D. Jennings  

Giving  

"Be careful not to do your `acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have 

no reward from your Father in heaven.  

"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 

and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth; they have received their reward in full.  

But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your 

giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  

Matthew 6:1-4  

 

If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of 

God be in him?  

Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  

I John 3:17-18  

 

In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the 

words the Lord Jesus himself said: "It is more blessed to give than to receive."  

Acts 20:35  

 

http://www.gospelcom.net/bible?Matthew+6:1-6
http://www.gospelcom.net/bible?1-John+3:16-19%20
http://www.gospelcom.net/bible?Acts+20:34-36


Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver.  

II Corinthians 9:7  

 

And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or property, for 

my sake, will receive a hundred times as much in return and will inherit eternal life. 

Mathew 29:19 

 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life." 

John 3:16 

 

Thanksgiving 

The Christmas Story –  

(written by Leanne Guenther with adaptations by Jerry Lynn Maldet) 

Once upon a time,  

A long, long time ago. 

Begins the story of a baby, 

That most of you should know. 

His daddy's name was Joseph, 

And Mary was His mom, 

This babe was very special  

He was God's only Son. 

"What Child is This?" 

What Child is this who, laid to rest 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

Why lies He in such mean estate, 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

Mary rode a mule, 

And Joseph walked along, 

While angels watched from afar 

Celebrating in song. 

 

http://www.gospelcom.net/bible?2-Corinthians+9:6-8


When they arrived in Bethlehem, 

The couple was turned away, 

By keepers of the inn 

Telling them of no place to stay. 

 

 

Now Joseph- he insisted 

That his wife has someplace to stay, 

The keeper told him of a stable 

With animals and hay. 

 

Mary and Joseph’s journey ended 

In a stable filled with hay, 

It was there that Mary gave birth, 

To our King on this day. 

 

Some angels came from heaven, 

And they began to sing. 

To the shepherds in the fields below, 

"Glad tidings do we bring!" 

“The First Noel” 

The First Noel, the Angels did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 

 

They looked up and saw a star 

Shining in the East beyond them far 

And to the earth it gave great light 

And so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 

 

And by the light of that same star 

Three Wise men came from country far 

To seek for a King was their intent 

And to follow the star wherever it went. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 

Word of the King’s arrival 

Soon spread very fast, 

The Angels told Shepherds 

That a Savior was born at last. 

 

A bright star lit the heavens, 

To light the magi's way, 



To the baby in the manger 

Who was born on Christmas day. 

"Away in a Manger 

Away in a manger, 

No crib for His bed 

The little Lord Jesus 

Laid down His sweet head 

 

The stars in the bright sky 

Looked down where He lay 

The little Lord Jesus 

Asleep on the hay 

 

The cattle are lowing 

The poor Baby wakes 

But little Lord Jesus 

No crying He makes 

 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus 

Look down from the sky 

And stay by my side, 

'Til morning is nigh. 

And all who gathered round Him, 

Rejoiced and praised His birth. 

For the babe, the King, named Jesus, 

Is our Saviour here on earth! 

So as we celebrate Christmas 

With Candy and presents and more 

Remember we have a Savior,  

Giving us life evermore. 

 

"Joy to the World"   

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 



The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

Words: Isaac Watts 

 

 

(Cong to stand) 

 

Gospel Reading  

 

P:  Peace be with you all 

C:  May the Lord make us worthy to listen to His Word 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as recorded 

by ………….. 

C: Blessed is he that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our Salvation. 

May his blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed Virgin 

Mary, it happened in this way . 

C: So we believe and affirm 

(After reading the Gospel the priest says ‘Peace be with you all’ 

 

C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, that we 

may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now heard.  

  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 

and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all world; 

Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made. Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man. He was crucified also for us in the days 

of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father’s holy will, 

ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with glory, to judge both 

the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of 

sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/w/a/t/watts_i.htm


Birthday & Wedding Anniversary  

Rolling downward, through the midnight, 

Comes a glorious burst of heav’nly song; 

’Tis a chorus full of sweetness— 

And the singers are an angel throng. 

 

Chorus 

“Glory! glory in the highest! 

On the earth goodwill and peace to men!” 

Down the ages send the echo; 

Let the glad earth shout again! 

 

Wondering shepherds see the glory, 

Hear the word the shining ones declare; 

At the manger fall in worship, 

While the music fills the quivering air. 

 

Offertory Hymn 

 O come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 

 

Chorus 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 

Thine own from Satan's tyranny 

From depths of Hell Thy people save 

And give them victory o'er the grave 

 

 

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

 

O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heavenly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. 

 

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 

In ancient times did'st give the Law, 

In cloud, and majesty and awe. 

 

(Author: unknown; Translated into English by: John Mason Neale in 1851) 



 

Message 

L: Never Look Back 

Never look back on the past with regret 

For the days that might have been,  

Nor the promises made that were never kept 

and the goals you did not win. 

For life cannot always be perfect 

And our days don’t always shine bright,  

And promises are sometimes broken 

And dreams may not turn out just right. 

But no time has ever been wasted 

Nor did idle tears just fall 

That the dear Lord was not watching 

And understood it all. 

For to everything there is a season, 

A time to reap and sow, 

A time to laugh and a time to cry, 

And a time for us to grow. 

So let the ghosts of past memories 

Fade and slip away 

For the promise of another season 

Begins with another new day.  ……Jean V. Russell 

  

C: Christmas Prayer  

I said a Christmas prayer for you 

Because the season's near 

I didn't ask for riches 

But for gifts so much more dear.  

I asked for joyful gatherings 

With your family all around 

And for carols to inspire you 

With their old familiar sound.  

I asked for quiet moments 

In your heart on Christmas morn 

For a special time to celebrate 

The Savior who was born.  



I asked for friends to send their best 

That you might know they care 

I asked for peace and love and hope 

And I know God heard my prayer.  
Nancy Brummett  

Closing Prayer & Benediction 

P:  Revive us with Your Presence, 

Renew us from above; 

Touch each heart that prays 

Come fill us with Your love! 

Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus that we may share in the song of the angels, the 

gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men.  

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world.  

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting.  

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.  

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be Thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds 

with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake.   Amen. 

 

(A Christmas Prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson) 

 

Closing Hymn and Kiss of peace 

 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels; 

 

Chorus  

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. 

 

 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
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