
Stewards of Earth 

 

P: Praise the LORD. 
Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
    praise him in the heights above. 
2 Praise him, all his angels; 
    praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; 

    praise him, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens 

    and you waters above the skies. 
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
    for at his command they were created, 
6 and he established them for ever and ever— 
    he issued a decree that will never pass away. 

Our Creator, we pray for your presence during this service as we understand our responsibility as 
stewards of your wonderful creation. Amen.    

 
Opening Hymn  
Morning has broken, like the first morning 
Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 

Praise for them springing fresh from the word 
 
Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven 
Like the first dewfall, on the first grass 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 

Sprung in completeness where his feet pass 
 

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning 
Born of the one light, Eden saw play 
Praise with elation, praise every morning 
God's recreation of the new day 
Lyrics by Eleanor Farjeon 1931 

 

Kauma 
 

P. †Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who sanctifies 
us. 
C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in 

the highest.  
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   
P. Holy art thou, O God.  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us.  
P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 
 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  
C. Glory be to you, O God. 
 



P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  
 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thineis the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  
 

 
Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 
 

 

 

Lesson 1Ezekiel 36:24-36 

Lesson 2 Acts 2:1-13 
 

 

Meditation 
L: The mother of 284 
Eighty-year-old SaalumaradaTimmakka is a mother of 284. Her children aren’t flesh and blood but 
gigantic banyan trees. It was with her own hands that she planted and nurtured these trees that flank 
a four-km stretch of a public road between Kudur and Hulikal villages in Karnataka’s Ramanagara 

district. 
In her younger days, the unlettered Timmakka, a Hulikal native, worked in a stone quarry. She 

married a cattle herder Chikkaiah but could not bear him a child.   
“My husband’s relatives put pressure on him to abandon me and remarry so that he could a raise a 
family,” Timmakka reveals. But Chikkaiah would have none of it. 
Probably as a means to strengthening their bond, the couple turned their attention to the task of tree-
planting. They chose a dry stretch between their village and Kudur. It did not have a single tree and 

walking between the two villages on a hot summer day was an ordeal. 
Timmakka and Chikkaiah would set out every morning to water the plants in summer, the woman with 
a pot on her head and another on her hip and the husband with a load of two pots hanging from the 
ends of a pole balanced over his shoulder. 
Water was scarce in the area back then and it was a struggle to get enough even for domestic use. 
Yet the couple managed to supply enough water for their ‘children’ evryday.  
Their effort assumes greater significance as they realised their dream entirely on their own, without 

seeking any external assistance, either from the government, NGOs or individuals. Neither did the 
couple ever seek any attention for their work. But yes, many national and international awards and 
recognitions did come their way. 

Chikkaiah passed away in 1991, but Timmakka still has her 284 children by her side. Two decades 
later, this mother of all green crusades still casts a pleasant shadow all along an otherwise nondescript 
rural road. 

- http://www.theweekendleader.com/Heroism/641/Banyan-mother.html 

 
 
Hymn – Stewards of Earth 
All praise to you, O Lord of all creation!  
You made the world, and it is yours alone.  
The planet earth you spun in its location  
amid the stars, adorning heaven’s dome.  
We lease the earth but for a life’s duration.  

http://www.theweekendleader.com/Heroism/641/Banyan-mother.html


Yet for this life, it is our cherished home.  
  
With wondrous grace you clothed the earth in splendor.  
With teeming life you filled the seas and land.  
Instill in us a sense of awe and wonder  
when we behold the bounty of your hand.  
Then, when we hear the voice of bird or thunder,  
we hear the voice our faith can understand.  
  
To tend the earth is our entrusted duty.  
For earth is ours to use and not abuse.  
O gracious Lord, true source of all resources,  
forgive our greed that wields destruction’s sword.  
Then let us serve as wise and faithful stewards  
while earth gives glory to creation’s Lord.  
Words: Omar Westendorf  
 

 

 

L: Amazing Facts About The Universe  
Sometimes man thinks he has conquered space just because he has reached the moon. 
But the moon is only on the fringe of our perceived space. Space itself is so vast that it staggers our 
imagination. 
 Consider the distances to some of the stars. 

The nearest star visible to the naked eye is Alpha Centauri 40,000 billion kms away. 
If you travelled at the speed of light, you would reach the moon in 1 ½ seconds and the sun in 8 ½ 
minutes.But you would have to travel for 4 ½ years at that  speed to reach Alpha Centauri!!! 
And there are galaxies of stars that are visible through telescopes, 6,500 million light years away! 
Now look at the sizes of some of the stars. 
The star Betelgeuse, in the Orion belt has a diameter of 500 million kms. If this star had been hollow, 
the earth could revolve around the sun, inside it, its normal orbit around the sun being only 300 

million kms. In diameter!! 
Now consider the number of the stars. 
 Our solar system is part of galaxy called the “Milky Way”, which contains about 100,000 million stars 
among which the sun is but one. And the Milky Way is just one galaxy among many. 
 There are at least 100 million galaxies in the part of space that telescopes can see. There are many 
more beyond. 
Consider too the perfect precision with which these heavenly bodies move in their orbits. 

The best man-made watch is no more precise than the stars in the heavens. 

And to think that we are not even a speck in this great vastness. 

  The Psalmist  wrote thus, 

When I consider your heavens, 

    the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, 

    which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 

    human beings that you care for them? 

Sometimes we wonder does God really care for us little people or are we somewhere lost in this 

magnanimity of creation. But the marvelous truth we learn in the Bible is that God the creator of this 

universe cares for each of us. “You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 

    you put everything under their feet” 

Our God who has placed the stars in its place, who coloured the flowers of the field and dusted the 

wings of the  butterfly cares very much for each one of us and expects us to take care of his creation. 

We have a certain time share in this world and we must ensure that we take care of it for generations 

to come 



Space may be vast. The stars may be huge in their size. But God loves and cherishes us more than all 

of His creation. As the poet Maya Angelou said, the most awesome thing in the world is the realization 

that “God loves me”. It is such a fellowship with God that can give meaning and purpose to our 

existence.  

 

 

 

Cong to stand 

Intercessory  Prayers 
L:O God, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
Your great love has placed us in your creation, and you commanded us to care for it.  
Your works declare glory and strength and you call us to praise and reverence.  

Where we have degraded or destroyed earth's bounty, forgive us.  
Where we have taken beauty and majesty for granted, have mercy upon us.  
Where we have become estranged from the creatures with whom we share this planet,  

help us to correct our faults. 
 
C: (to be sung)  
For the beauty of the earth 

For the glory of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies. 
 
Lord of all, to Thee we raise, 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

L:For each new day the sun shines for us, for each moment of life, for the mountains and the flowers 
and the animals,for this wonderful world dear Lord,  we thank you. We pray that you will teach us to 
appreciate this amazing universe of beauty in complexity which you have created for us. 

For the beauty of each hour, 

Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
Sun and moon, and stars of light. 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise, 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 

L:In such a great world, we often feel so small and helpless, as if what we do has no impact on the 
rest of your creation. Yet we know that because we are created in your image, we are connected with 
the entirety of creation. We pray for an awareness of how our own lifestyles can be modified to help 
protect the environment.  

For the joy of ear and eye, 
For the heart and mind’s delight, 

For the mystic harmony 
Linking sense to sound and sight. 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise, 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 

L:In an environmental catastrophe, the people who suffer first and greatest are often the poorest of  

the poor. Yet we rarely hear their voices, silenced as they are by the realities of global life. We pray, 

dear Lord, for those who live in poverty and suffer the devastating effects of flooding, drought, and 

other environmental issues, help us to reach out to those in need. 



For the joy of human love, 

Brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth and friends above, 
For all gentle thoughts and mild. 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise, 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

L:We live together in a fragile community with diverse views and beliefs. We pray for our own 

community, our city and state. As a Church help us to be the change around us, help us to be 

examples of your love to our neighbours and to the world you lovingly created and blessed.  

 
For Thy Church, that evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 

Offering up on every shore 
Her pure sacrifice of love.  

Lord of all, to Thee we raise, 
This our hymn of grateful praise.  

For each perfect gift of Thine, 
To our race so freely given, 
Graces human and divine, 
Flowers of earth and buds of Heaven.  

Lord of all, to Thee we raise, 
This our hymn of grateful praise.  

Words:  Hymn Folliot S. Pierpoint, 1864. Music:  Conrad Kocher, 1838 

Gospel Reading  

P:  †Peace be with you all. 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 

 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as 
recorded by St. John 20:19-23 
 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 
Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  

C: So we believe and affirm. 

  (After reading the Gospel, the priest says,†'Peace be with you all') 

 

C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, 
that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now 

heard.  
 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 
world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 

crucified†also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He 

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/p/i/pierpoint_fs.htm
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/k/o/kocher_c.htm


rose again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no 
end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 
We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission 
of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 
 

Student dedication 

Students to come forward and kneel  

 
Hymn  

Jesus wants me for a sunbeam, 

To shine for Him each day; 
In every way try to please Him, 
At home, at school, at play. 
 
A sunbeam, a sunbeam, 

Jesus wants me for a sunbeam; 
A sunbeam, a sunbeam, 
I’ll be a sunbeam for Him. 

Jesus wants me to be loving, 
And kind to all I see; 
Showing how pleasant and happy 
His little one can be. 

L: A Teacher's Prayer 

I want to teach my students how to live this life on earth,  

to face its struggles and its strife and improve their worth. 

Not just the lesson in a book or how the rivers flow,  

but how to choose the proper path wherever they may go. 

To understand eternal truth and know the right from wrong  

and gather all the beauty of a flower and a song. 

For if I help the world to grow in wisdom and grace  

then I shall feel that I have won and I have filled my place. 

And so I ask your guidance, God that I may do my part  

for character and confidence and happiness of heart. 

Amen. 

 
Student’s Prayer  (To be repeated after the Priest) 
Lord Jesus, we ask for Your help as we begin this new school and college year. Allow us to experience 
Your presence in the many blessings You put before us. Open our eyes to the new challenges and 
exciting opportunities that this year brings. Open our heart and mind to our teachers. Give us a 

generous spirit to be enthusiastic with our studies and courage to accept new opportunities. Give us 
understanding and the interest to learn. Help us to be attentive to one another and let us experience 
Your presence in our friends. Dear Jesus, inspire us to do our best this year! Amen 
 
P: Lord our God, 



In your wisdom and love you surround us with the mysteries of the universe. Bless the teachers with 

love to share their knowledge and the institutes that nurture these young minds. Send your spirit 
upon these students and fill them with your wisdom and blessings. Grant that they may devote 
themselves to their studies and draw ever closer to you, the source of all knowledge. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.Amen. 
 

Hymn contd.  

I will ask Jesus to help me 
To keep my heart from sin, 
Ever reflecting His goodness, 
And always shine for Him. 

A sunbeam, a sunbeam, 
Jesus wants me for a sunbeam; 

A sunbeam, a sunbeam, 

I’ll be a sunbeam for Him. 

I’ll be a sunbeam for Jesus; 
I can if I but try; 
Serving Him moment by moment, 
Then live with Him on high…..  

Birthday & wedding Offertory & Thanksgiving  
This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 

His hand the wonders wrought. 

This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise, 
The morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise. 
This is my Father’s world: He shines in all that’s fair; 

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass; 
He speaks to me everywhere. 
 
This is my Father’s world, should my heart be ever sad? 
The lord is King—let the heavens ring. God reigns—let the earth be glad. 
This is my Father’s world. Now closer to Heaven bound, 
For dear to God is the earth Christ trod. 

No place but is holy ground. 
Words: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901 Music  Franklin L. Sheppard 
 

Offertory  
I sing the mighty power of God, that made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies. 

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at His command, and all the stars obey. 

 
I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food, 
He formed the creatures with His Word, and then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how Your wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye, 
If I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky. 
 
There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes Your glories known, 

And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from Your throne; 
While all that borrows life from You is ever in Your care; 
And everywhere that man can be, You, God are present there. 

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/b/a/b/babcock_md.htm
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/s/h/sheppard_fl.htm


Author: Isaac Watts 

 

Message 

Closing Prayer 

All together: 
O merciful Creator,  
make us always thankful for your amazing creation and loving providence. 

Teach us to respect the fragile balance of life and to care for all the gifts of your creation. 

Help us to remember the account that we must one day give,as stewards of your good gifts;  
we ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
for ever and ever, Amen. 
 

Prayer &Benediction 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor 
about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being 

anxious can add one cubit to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these.  Matthew 16:25-29 

May the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit provide you with what you need and guide you to be 
responsible to God’s creation and stewards of this earth. Amen. 

Doxology and kiss of peace 

All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful: 
The Lord God made them all. 

Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colors, 
He made their tiny wings. 

The cold wind in the winter, 
The pleasant summer sun, 
The ripe fruits in the garden, 
He made them every one. 

He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell 

How great is God Almighty, 
Who has made all things well. 

Words: Cecil F. Alexander,  1848.  
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