
The Bible 
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  
Matthew 24:35 

P: Blessed Bible, sacred treasure, 

Precious book, of all the best, 

There is comfort never failing, 

And a calm abiding rest. 

Read with reverence, and commit to it, 

Verse by verse, and day by day; 

’Tis the word that God has spoken, 

And it cannot pass away.  

Today as we celebrate Bible Sunday we pray for all those carrying Thy word to the 

unheard. We especially pray for the Bible Society as they continue the great ministry of 

the word. And as we begin the advent season we thank you for the gift of Your son and his 

great sacrifice for us. Amen  

 

Opening Hymn 

O Come All Ye Faithful 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of Angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

In the highest: 

Oh, come, let us adore him,  

Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be glory given! 
Word of the Father,  
Now in flesh appearing! 
Oh, come, let us adore him,  
Oh, come, let us adore him, 
Oh, come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 
 
Composer: John F. Wade Tune: Adeste Fideles 
 



 

Kauma  
 
P. † Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit 
who sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest.  
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest.   
P. Holy art thou, O God.  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us.  
P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 
 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 
 
P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 
C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 
 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  
 
(Cong. to be seated)  

 
Lesson 1-  Gen. 18:1-16  

Lesson 2 – 2Tim.4:9-18  

 

Meditation  

L: A Historical lesson about the creation of the Bible 
 
Old Testament 
 
The Bible comes from two main sources - Old and New Testaments - written in different 
languages.   
  

Below is a list of the languages in which the Old Testament books were written. 

• 1450-1400 B.C. - The years around which Moses wrote Genesis-Deuteronomy, it was 
written in Hebrew. 
•586 B.C. -Jerusalem was destroyed by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. The Jews 
were taken into captivity to Babylon. They remained in Babylon under the Medo-Persian 
Empire and there began to speak Aramaic. 
• 555-545 B.C. The Book of Daniel Chapters. 2:4 to 7:28 were written in Aramaic. 

• 425 B.C. Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament, was written in Hebrew. 
• 400 B.C. Ezra Chapters. 4:8 to 6:18; and 7:12-26 were written in Aramaic. 
  
Manuscripts 
The following is a list of the oldest Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament that are still 
in existence. 

•The Dead Sea Scrolls: date from 200 B.C. - 70 A.D. and contain the entire book of 
Isaiah and portions of every other Old Testament book but Esther. 



•Geniza Fragments: portions of the Old Testament in Hebrew and Aramaic, discovered 

in 1947 in an old synagogue in Cairo, Egypt, which date from about 400 A.D. 
•Ben Asher Manuscripts: five or six generations of this family made copies of the Old 
Testament using the Masoretic Hebrew text, from 700-950 A.D. 

 

 The New Testament 
Autographs 
45- 95 A.D. The New Testament was written in Greek. The Pauline Epistles, the Gospel of 
Mark, the Gospel of Luke, and the book of Acts are all dated from 45-63 A.D. The Gospel 
of John and the Revelation may have been written as late as 95 A.D. 

  
 Manuscripts 
There are over 5,600 early Greek Manuscripts of the New Testament that are still in 
existence. The oldest manuscripts were written on papyrus and the later manuscripts on 
leather called parchment. 
  

Early translations of the New Testament offer important insights into the underlying 

Greek manuscripts from which they were translated. 
•180 A.D. Early translations of the New Testament from Greek into Latin, Syriac, and 
Coptic versions began about 180 A.D. 
•195 A.D. The name of the first translation of the Old and New Testaments into Latin was 
termed Old Latin, both Testaments having been translated from the Greek. Parts of 
the Old Latin were found in quotes by the church father Tertullian, who lived around 160-

220 A.D. in North Africa and wrote treatises on theology. 
•300 A.D. The Old Syriac was a translation of the New Testament from the Greek into 
Syriac. 
•300 A.D. The Coptic Versions: Coptic was spoken in four dialects in Egypt. The Bible 
was translated into each of these four dialects. 
•380 A.D. The Latin Vulgate was translated by St. Jerome. He translated into Latin the 
Old Testament from the Hebrew and the New Testament from Greek. The Latin Vulgate 

became the Bible of the Western Church until the Protestant Reformation in the 1500's. It 
continues to be the authoritative translation of the Roman Catholic Church to this day. The 

Protestant Reformation saw an increase in translations of the Bible into the common 
languages of the people. 
•Other early translations of the Bible were in Armenian, Georgian,  Ethiopic, Slavic, and 
Gothic. 

•1380 A.D. The first English translation of the Bible was by John Wycliffe. He translated 
the Bible into English from the Latin Vulgate. 
 
Song 
 
The B-I-B-L-E 
Yes that's the book for me. 

I stand alone on the Word of God  
The B-I-B-L-E. 
 
The B-I-B-L-E 
I'll take along with me, 

I'll read and pray and then obey, 
The B-I-B-L-E. 

 
By F-A-I-T-H, 
I'm S-A-V-E-D, 
I'll stand alone 
on the Word of God, 
The B-I-B-L-E. 

 
 
L: A Bible’s gift to the English language – The King James Version 
 
The King James Translation introduced over 20 classic phrases into the English language 
and made famous some 240 more from earlier English translations.  
 



Simple in vocabulary, cosmic in scale, stately in their rhythm, deeply emotional in their 

impact. Most of us might think we have forgotten its words, but the King James Bible has 
sewn itself into the fabric of the English language.  
 

If a child is ever ‘the apple of her parent’s eye1, or an idea seems ‘as old as the hills’ 2 if 
we are ‘at death’s door’3, or ‘at our wits’ end’4, if we have gone ‘through a baptism of fire’5 
or are about ‘to  bite the dust’6, if it seems at times that ‘the blind are leading the blind’7 
or we are ‘casting pearls before the swine’8, if you are either ‘buttering someone up’9 or 
‘casting their first stone’10 the King James Bible, whether we know it or not, is speaking 
through us.  
If you ‘ turned the world upside down’11  or are ‘a man after his own heart’13 , if a worry is 

a ‘thorn in the flesh’14, or you saw someone ‘ fall flat on his face’15  and you ‘know for a 
certainty’15 that it is best to ‘ Lay up for yourself treasures in heaven’16   and you “stand in 
awe’17 of all of that which is said and written in this great book which you only read ‘ from 
time to time’18 
The ‘haves and have-nots’ , ‘heads on plates’, thieves in the night, scum of the earth, best 
until last, sackcloth and ashes, streets paved with gold and the skin of one’s teeth: All of 

them have been transmitted to us by the translators who did their magnificent work 400 
years ago.    
 
 
 
L: Reading through the Bible 
I supposed I knew my Bible, 

Reading piece-meal, hit or miss; 
Now a bit of "John" or "Matthew," 
Now a snatch of "Genesis." 
Certain chapters of "Isaiah," 
Certain "Psalms,"—the twenty-third, 
Twelfth of "Romans," first of "Proverbs." 
Yes, I thought I knew the Word. 

But I found a thorough reading 
Was a different thing to do, 

And the way was unfamiliar 
When I read the Bible through. 
Ye who treat the Crown of Writings 
As you treat no other book— 

Just a paragraph disjointed, 
Just a crude, impatient look— 
Try a worthier procedure, 
Try a broad and steady view; 
You will kneel in very rapture 
When you read the Bible THROUGH. 
     —Amos R. Well 

 
(Cong. to stand)  
 
 

Intercessory Prayer  
 
L: God in the stillness and the calm, 

Who met Elijah not in the rushing wind but in quietness, 
who brought peace to a group of fishermen in a raging storm: 
Be with us, here, and now. 
Help us to leave behind the busyness of our lives, and listen for your word. 
God of relationships, God of compassion and love, 
Who gave Ruth to Naomi when she had no family, 

who gave Abraham and Sarah a baby when they had given up hope, 
who brought together the disciples and other followers of Jesus: 
We think of our relationships, 
Our families, our friends and colleagues and our church family, especially the Bible Society 
and its work in bringing your word to more people. 
We lift them to you now, 



We bring our thanks, our concerns, our need for forgiveness. 

 
(To be sung) 
C: Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life, 

Let me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life; 
Words of life and beauty teach me faith and duty. 
 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life, 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
 
L: God of wisdom, God of the proverbs and the 10 commandments, 

Who inspired your prophets like Amos, Micah, Isaiah and Jeremiah, to speak your words: 
We bring before you our country and its political leaders, we pray for wisdom and justice. 
And we think of situations, people, places around the world that need change. 
 
C: Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life, 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

 
 
L: God of creativity, God of beauty and delight, 
Who gave David the gift of song-writing, who spoke to Joseph in vivid dreams, who 
inspired the Songs of Solomon: 
Open our eyes to see you all around us. 
Help us to find you in nature, in poetry, in song, in conversation, in touch. 

 
C: Christ, the blessèd One, gives to all wonderful words of life; 
Sinner, list to the loving call, wonderful words of life; 
All so freely given, wooing us to heaven. 
 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life, 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 

 
 

L: God of surprises, God of hopes and plans, 
Who called Samuel in the night, 
who met Paul in blinding light, 
Help us to hear your call for our lives, however big or small, 

Open our eyes to your promptings and guidance, so that we will be able to see the people, 
places and opportunities that you want us to. 
 
C: Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life, 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
 
 

L: God of revelation, who came to us as one of us 
You called us to be the light of the world, 
to love our enemies, and treat our neighbours as we would be treated, 
Who urged us not to worry, who encouraged us to seek and we will find, 

who told us that we are so loved that if we were 1 of a 100 sheep he would leave the other 
99 to look for us if we were lost: 
Help us to take your Gospel words seriously, 

let them shape our lives and give us courage to take new paths and explore new patterns. 
Help us to hear their call afresh and let them release us from old routines to try new steps 
and dance with you in abandoned joy through all our days. (Jen Ryder)                                                                                            
 
C: Sweetly echo the Gospel call, wonderful words of life; 
Offer pardon and peace to all, wonderful words of life; 

Jesus, only Savior, sanctify us forever. 
 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life, 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
 
 



Gospel Reading  

 

P:  † Peace be with you all. 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 
 
P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world 
as recorded by St.Luke.1:39-45 

 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for 
our Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 
P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the 
blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
C: So we believe and affirm. 

  (After reading the Gospel the priest says, † 'Peace be with you all') 

 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of 
the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel 

which we have now heard.  
  

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 
before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our 

salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man. He was crucified † also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; 

suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father's holy will, 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with 
glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the 
prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
(Cong. to be seated) 
 
Birthday & wedding Offertory & Thanksgiving  

Blessèd assurance, Jesus is mine! 

O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior, all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior, all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

Angels descending bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

Perfect submission, all is at rest 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

 



 

 

Offertory Hymn 
 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path.  

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path. 

 

When I feel afraid, And think I've lost my way.  

Still, You're there right beside me.  

Nothing will I fear As long as You are near;  

Please be near me to the end. 

 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path.  

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path. 

 

I will not forget Your love for me and yet,  

My heart forever is wandering. Jesus be my guide,  

And hold me to Your side, And I will love you to the end. 

Nothing will I fear As long as You are near; Please be near me to the end. 

 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path.  

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet And a light unto my path.  

And a light unto my path. You're the light unto my path. 

 

Songwriters: GILL, AMY GRANT/SMITH, MICHAEL WHITAKER  

 

Message  

 
(Cong. to stand)  

 
P: Closing Prayer (All together) 

Dear Lord, you created all there is by the power of your word. We give thanks for the 
Scriptures that you have given us, the wisdom leading to salvation through Jesus Christ 
that teach, train and correct us. We pray for all involved in the translation, distribution and 
production of the Bible worldwide, and for all who help people understand and live by it. 
Lord, shape your people by your word that we will bring life and hope to all around us 
through Jesus, your living Word. We ask this for your glory, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P: May the true word abound in your hearts and minds with hope and peace.  

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost, be with you all as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 
 

Closing Hymn and Doxology 
Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
Christ by highest heav'n adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 



Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 
 

…………………………………….. 
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