
What a friend  
A service which delves on friendship and the mission to share God’s love 

 

P: Opening Prayer 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.13Greater love has no one than 

this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 

have made known to you. John 15:12-15  

Jesus is our friend and guide and He wants us to share His love to everyone we meet by 

word and by example.  

 

Opening Hymn 
There's not a Friend like the lowly Jesus: 

  No, not one! no, not one! 

None else could heal all our souls' diseases: 

  No, not one! no, not one! 

 

Jesus knows all about our struggles; 

  He will guide 'til the day is done: 

There's not a Friend like the lowly Jesus: 

    No, not one! no, not one! 

 

No friend like Him is so high and holy, 

  No, not one! no, not one! 

And yet no friend is so meek and lowly, 

  No, not one! no, not one! 

 

There's not an hour that He is not near us, 

  No, not one! no, not one! 

No night so dark, but His love can cheer us, 

  No, not one! no, not one! 

 

Did ever saint find this Friend forsake him? 

  No, not one! no, not one! 

Or sinner find that He would not take him? 

  No, not one! no, not one! 

 
 
Kauma  
 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 

P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who 

sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, 

hosanna in the highest.  

 



C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 

the highest.   

 

P. Holy art thou, O God  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty God 

 

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord; the Messiah: who was crucified for us have mercy on us  

 

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 

 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 

 

P. Glory be to you O Creator 

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us O Lord. 

  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.   
 
(Cong to be seated) 

1st Lesson:  Exodus 3:1-12 2nd Lesson: Acts 9:10-18 

 

Meditation 
Anatomy of Friendship 

 

My mother used to ask me what is the most important part of the body. Through the years I 

would take a guess at what I thought was the correct answer. When I was younger, I 

thought sound was very important to us as humans, so I said, "My ears, Mommy." 

 

She said, "No. Many people are deaf. But you keep thinking about the answer and I will ask 

you again soon." 

 

Several years passed before she asked me again. Since making my first attempt, I had 

contemplated the correct answer. So this time I told her, "Mommy, sight is very important 

to everybody, so it must be our eyes." 

 

She looked at me and told me, "You are learning fast, but the answer is not correct because 

there are many people who are blind." 

 

Stumped again, I continued my quest for knowledge and over the years, Mother asked me a 

couple more times and always her answer was, "No. But you are getting smarter every 

year, my child." 

 



Then last year, my grandpa died. Everybody was hurt. Everybody was sad. My Mom looked 

at me when it was our turn to say our final goodbye to Grandpa. She asked me, "Do you 

know the most important body part yet, my dear?" 

 

I was shocked when she asked me this now. I always thought this was just a game between 

her and me. She saw the confusion on my face and told me, "This question is very 

important. It shows that you have really lived in our life. For every body part you named in 

the past, I have told you were wrong and I have given you a reason why. But today is the 

day you need to learn this important lesson." 

 

She looked down at me as only a mother can. I saw her eyes well up with tears. She said, 

"My dear, the most important body part is your shoulder." 

 

I asked, "Is it because it holds up my head?" 

 

She replied, "No, it is because it can hold the head of a friend or a loved one when they cry. 

Everybody needs a shoulder to cry on sometime in life, my dear. I only hope that you have 

enough love and friends that you will always have a shoulder to cry on when you need it." 
Author Unknown 

 

 

Hymn THE BEST FRIEND TO HAVE IS JESUS : 

Oh, the best friend to have is Jesus,  

When the cares of life upon you roll;  

He will heal the wounded heart,  

He will strength and grace impart;  

Oh, the best friend to have is Jesus.  

 

The best friend to have is Jesus,  

The best friend to have is Jesus,  

He will help you when you fall,  

He will hear you when you call;  

Oh, the best friend to have is Jesus.  

 

What a friend I have found in Jesus!  

Peace and comfort to my soul He brings;  

Leaning on His mighty arm,  

I will fear no ill nor harm;  

Oh, the best friend to have is Jesus.  

 

Though I pass through the night of sorrow,  

And the chilly waves of Jordan roll,  

Never need I shrink nor fear,  

For my Savior is so near,  

Oh, the best friend to have is Jesus.  

 

 

 

Thanksgiving 
 



That's Jesus My Friend  
Would you have a trusted friend 

Who'll stand by you to the end? 

Who will be there constantly 

Never mind where you may be? 

That's Jesus, my friend. 

 

Would you have someone or other, 

One much closer than a brother, 

A sister or a mother, 

One who never minds the bother? 

That's Jesus, my friend. 

 

Do you know you're lost in sin? 

Would you like to start again? 

There's one friend and one alone, 

He, who loves and can atone. 

That's Jesus, my friend. 

 

Would you like to be forgiven, 

Yes, ' til seventy times seven? 

Would you have someone so true 

Who would die to ransom you? 

That's Jesus, my friend. 

 

Would you have the joy that comes 

To God's daughters and his son's 

And the hope that in him lies, 

Who would make the sacrifice? 

That's Jesus, my friend. 

 

Do you seek your All-in-All 

Who can lift you when you fall 

And will hear you as you call, 

One who changed the Spoiler, Saul? 

That's Jesus, my friend. by Emily Derry 

 

 

 

 

ASHWIN KARTHIK 

Ashwin Karthik established himself as a true achiever from the very moment of his birth. He 

was born with a deficient supply of oxygen, which resulted in a crippling and life-long 

condition called cerebral palsy. He is a quadriplegic, with the severest form of cerebral palsy 

that affects all four limbs. But, as though to balance his misfortune, he is blessed with an 

indomitable spirit and the will to take on an almost impossible challenge of leading and 

succeeding in a world full of people without disadvantages.  

He is the first quadriplegic cerebral palsy student in India to have become an engineering 

graduate. 

Today Ashwin is a computer science engineer who works with Emphasis. 

His choice of three heroes in life reflects his multi-faceted personality: his mother, who 

nurtured him and brought him up, harnessing her enormous will power, dedication and 

infinite love for her son (Ashwin’s father passed away at an early age). The second hero is 



Sachin Tendulkar, who Ashwin thinks has made a billion people happy, and has made each 

one of us feel proud to be an Indian. He hopes to emulate “at least a fraction of what Sachin 

has done for the spirit of his countrymen”. His third hero is the celebrated British theoretical 

physicist Stephen Hawking, who, though crippled by a neuro-degenerative disease, has 

made original contributions in the field of cosmology and quantum gravity. 

We can see that Ashwin’s heroes are a well thought-out selection, reflective of his deep and 

rich perspective and his own aspirations: they traverse from a local and intensely emotional 

plane—from a sporting hero and an inspiring national icon—to an international and highly 

intellectual plane. Only a poet would have a mind-map like this! Ashwin writes poetry in 

three languages.   

 

 BHARATH 

Within the extraordinary and exemplary story of Ashwin Karthik is embedded a quietly 

sparkling story of his friend Bharath and their friendship.  

Bharath has been Ashwin’s close and helpful friend from their pre university days. Ashwin, 

physically unable to write, needed a scribe to do the writing for him in the engineering 

examinations. The rules demanded that the scribe cannot be an engineering student or an 

engineer. Bharath dropped out of his own studies and sports (an ardent cricket player) so 

that he could become Ashwin’s scribe and help. The rest is history. 

While Bharath is self-effacing and reluctant to talk about his tremendous sacrifice, Ashwin 

has been deeply grateful to him, and has felt guilty about Bharath’s sacrificing his own goals 

and aspirations for his sake. Eventually, egged on by Ashwin, Bharath himself has 

successfully completed his engineering! 

Bharath’s selfless contribution to Ashwin’s success is a truth stranger and rarer than fiction. 

In these times of ruthlessly competitive and self-centered ethos, Bharath’s exemplary 

behaviour and attitude shine like a beacon light for all of us. 

 

Poem by Ashwin Karthik 

Who do you think is god 

He is the universal lord 

The only musical chord 

 

We walk holding his finger 

He is the rope to which hope does linger 

He for every life is the holy father 

 

There is no pain he cannot heal 

He is in every touch you and me feel 

Keeps every heart on an even keel 

 

He teaches the birds to fly 

He will give you success, you just have to try 

So walk with your head held high 

 

He is the one we must believe 

The one who will never deceive 

And let us grieve 

 

Ashwin & Bharath will share their experience and friendship 

 

 

cong to stand  

Intercessory Prayer 



Amid the breakers and the storms in life, we call out to each other, each unable to rise 

above himself and, even then, concerned more about his personal safety. We are tossed 

about, and everything we grasp is a part of the--storm and is unsteady and terrifying 

 

C. ( in Song) 

Oh what peace we often forteit 

Oh what needless pain we bear 

All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer. 

 

L. Yes, trials and temptations at every turn, sometimes coercing us to give it all up as a 

last cause. The burden is a bit too much for us to carry and the darkness, in 

understanding, makes us stumble at each alternative step. The temporary flicker we 

thought was light, is nowhere to be seen.   

 

C. ( in Song) 

 Can we find a friend so faithful 

 Who will all our sorrows share? 

 Jesus knows our every weakness; 

 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

L. When difficult decisions come our way we are often forced into a corner, faced with 

either making a compromise with Truth or standing up for it. When priorities clash 

and the personal, and humanly natural urge of survival forces us to close an eye to 

certain happenings—when advice from humans have to be taken with a pinch of salt. 

 

C. ( in Song) 

         

 Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?  

 Take it to the Lord in prayer!  

 In his arms he'll take and shield thee;  

 thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

L. When the conflict is internal and our ego refuses us to take a second and difficult 

look at things. When we wet our pillows as a result of our frustrations, and our self-

made plans not working out, when things look as if there is to be no dawn, and we 

unnecessarily worry ourselves to the depths of despair and we make further self 

made plans to overcome the defeat of the earlier one. 

 

C. Let us remember that  

The eternal God is our refuge 

Underneath us are his everlasting arms 

The traveler may fear but the guide is near. 

Dark may the night be, but the dawn is sure. 

Shouldn’t we rejoice because 

 

C. ( in Song) 

What a friend we have in Jesus 

 All our sins and griefs to bear 

 What a privilege to carry 

 Everything to God in prayer. 

 Oh what peace we often forfeit 

 Oh what needless pain we bear 



All because we do not carry 

Everything to God in prayer. 

 

CONG.   Lord we pray for the head of nations, that they may use their position and rank, as 

a source for creating peace. We pray for the numerous discussions and seminars, held for 

propagating amity between nations. 

We pray for our church, our priests, missionaries and evangelists. We pray that you will give 

them the guidance in spreading your message of friendship and love. 

 

We remember other disturbed areas, and pray that men shall respect each other, and shall 

realize the ultimate fallacy, in killing each other. 

 

We pray for our own surroundings, and for our neighbours, colleagues and friends, that we 

may learn to reason out our differences with a spirit of unity and concord, guided by your 

grace—Amen. 

 

Gospel Reading  

P:  Peace be with you all 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world 

as recorded by ………  

C: Blessed is he that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for 

our Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the 

blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  

C: So we believe and affirm 

John 21:15-19 (After reading the Gospel the priest says 'Peace be with you all') 

 

C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the 

world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which 

we have now heard.  

 
  
 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 

things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 

before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our 

salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. He was crucified also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and 

died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into 

heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. He will come again, with glory, to judge 

both the living and the dead and of His kingdom there will be no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the 

prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the 

world to come. Amen. 



(cong to be seated) 

 

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary  
 

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary  

Hymn 

We are One in The Spirit,  

We are One in The Lord.  

We are One in The Spirit,  

We are One in The Lord.  

And we pray that all unity  

may one day be restored.  

 

Chorus  

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, By our Love,  

Yes they'll know we are Christians by our love.  

 

We will work with each other,  

We will work side by side.  

We will work with each other,  

We will work side by side.  

And we'll guard each man's dignity  

And save each man's pride. ……Chorus  

 

 

 

Offertory Hymn  
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are Thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 

 

Mortals, join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began; 

Father love is reigning o'er us, brother love binds man to man. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife, 

Joyful music leads us Sunward in the triumph song of life. 
Music: Hymn to Joy, from the 9th Symphony of Ludwig van Beethoven; 
Adapted by: Edward Hodges, 1824. Words: Henry J. van Dyke, 1907 
 

Message  
 

 

Closing Thought   cong to stand  



 

True Friendship - Examples of Real Friendship 

True friendship stories are found throughout the Bible. In Genesis 18, we read about God 

sharing His intentions with Abraham. Abraham responds by telling God his thoughts and 

feelings about the situation. God and Abraham are able to do this because they trust and 

respect each other.  

 

1st Samuel 20 focuses on the friendship of David and Jonathan. These two men truly cared 

for each other and had great trust and confidence in one another. David was running for his 

life from Jonathan's father, Saul. Jonathan recognized that David was innocent. Because of 

the true friendship they shared, David survived Saul's assassination attempts and went on 

to become one of Israel's greatest kings.  

 

Real and true friendship involves freedom of choice, accountability, truth, and forgiveness. 

Peter and Jesus give us this example: Peter, afraid for his life after Jesus is led away from 

the Garden of Gethsemane, denies knowing Jesus. As He is led away by His accusers, Jesus 

casts a look toward Peter that says, "I knew you would deny Me, and I forgive you" (John 

21).  

 

Real friendship looks at the heart, not just the "packaging." Genuine friendship loves for 

love's sake, not just for what it can get in return. True friendship is both challenging and 

exciting. It risks, it overlooks faults, and it loves unconditionally, but it also involves being 

truthful, even though it may hurt. Genuine friendship, also called "agape" love, comes from 

the Lord. The Lord Jesus calls us His friends and He laid down His life for us.  

 

 
Closing prayer (all together) 

  I’ll be a friend to Jesus ,  

  My life for him I’ll spend;  

  I’ll be a friend to Jesus ,  

  Until my years shall end. 

  To all who need a Savior,  

  My Friend I recommend,   

  Because He brought salvation  
  Is why I am His friend. 

 

Benediction  
P: May you always have  

enough happiness to keep you sweet;  

enough trials to keep you strong;  

May you always have   

enough success to keep you eager;  

enough faith to give you courage;  

And enough determination to  

Make each day a special day. 

 

May God bless you with many friends and may He give you the strength to share His love 

every day.  Amen 
 



 

Doxology and Kiss of peace 

I am thinking today of that beautiful land 

I shall reach when the sun goeth down; 

When through wonderful grace by my Savior I stand, 
Will there be any stars in my crown? 

 

Will there be any stars, any stars in my crown, 

When at evening the sun goeth down? 

When I wake with the blest in the mansions of rest, 
Will there be any stars in my crown? 

In the strength of the Lord let me labor and pray, 

Let me watch as a winner of souls; 

That bright stars may be mine in the glorious day, 
When His praise like the sea-billow rolls. 

Oh, what joy it will be when His face I behold, 

Living gems at His feet to lay down; 

It would sweeten my bliss in the city of gold, 

Should there be any stars in my crown. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJZ3bcPr-Ds 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8X5_XsFtXtw&feature=related 

 

Ashwin & Bharath 

Special  
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