
What on Earth are we doing? 
A service to remind us of our responsibility to our Earth  

 

P: Opening Prayer 

Dear Lord, Creator of the world, draw us into prayer and celebration as we gather to 

remember the gifts of your earth and the stewardship you have entrusted to us as 

tillers and tenders.  

We know that in the gathering of the people, power is present among us; your Holy 

Spirit stirs and moves and gives us courage to remember that all good gifts come 

first from you. 

We praise you for this creation as in the words of the Psalmist, 

 "God speaks: the heavens are made;  

God breathes: the stars shine.  

God bottles the waters of the sea  

and stores them in the deep  

All earth, be astounded,  

stand in awe of God." 

Bless this service and help us to realize our responsibilities as caretakers of your 

amazing creation. Amen 

 

Opening Hymn 

1.I sing the almighty power of God,  

that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad,  

and built the lofty skies.   

I sing the wisdom that ordained  

the sun to rule the day;  

the moon shines full at God's command,  
and all the stars obey.   

 

2. I sing the goodness of the Lord,  

who filled the earth with food,  

who formed the creatures thru the Word,  

and then pronounced them good.   

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed,  

where'er I turn my eye,  

if I survey the ground I tread,  

or gaze upon the sky. 

 

3. There's not a plant or flower below,  

but makes thy glories known,  

and clouds arise, and tempests blow,  

by order from thy throne;  

while all that borrows life from thee  

is ever in thy care;  

and everywhere that we can be,  

thou, God, art present there. 
             Hymn -  G. F. Root , Isaac Watts 

 

 



 

 

Kauma  
 

Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson, Kyrie Elieson 

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy 

 

P. Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit 

who sanctifies us. 

C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

 

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory, hosanna in the highest.  

 

C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.   

 

P. Holy art thou, O God  

C. Holy art thou, Almighty God 

 

P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 

C. O Lord; the Messiah: who was crucified for us have mercy on us  

 

P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 

 

P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us  

C. Glory be to you, O God. 

 

P. Glory be to you O Creator 

C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us O 

Lord. 

  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  

 

All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.   
 

(Cong to be seated) 

1st Lesson:  Job 37:1-23 2nd Lesson: 1st Corinthian 15:35-41 

 

 

Meditation 
Why should Christians care for the environment? 

Genesis tells us that when God created the world He didn’t make it instantly, with 

the snap of a finger or a single word, but that He crafted it bit by bit, declaring it 

“good” at every stage of its development. This good creation was abundant and 

diverse, with plants, trees, birds, fish, and animals “of every kind”. 



But this initial careful work of God was not the end of His involvement. Throughout 

the Bible, He is depicted as intimately involved with sustaining his creation at every 

moment. He knows about every sparrow that falls to the ground1; the rain, mist, 

lightening and wind appear at his word2; everything holds together in Him3.  

Psalm 65 says of God, “You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it... You 

water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with showers, and 

blessing its growth…  

The picture is of God lavishing his goodness on his creation; and the response from 

the earth is one of praise: “The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird 

themselves with joy, the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck 

themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy.” 

Too often we think of the earth as a collection of inanimate objects, but this is far 

from much biblical imagery. The Psalms in particular are full of the language of 

creation praising God: it rejoices4 and sings for joy5. Psalm 19 says, “The heavens 

are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

The Bible paints creation not as a passive, lifeless collection of rocks and earth, but 

as an entity that is full of life, full of praise, and full of God’s glory. It reveals His 

character and inspires us to worship Him. To claim to love the Creator but to abuse 

the world in which we live is like claiming to be fans of Shakespeare whilst burning 

his plays. The created world is God’s masterpiece: He crafted it to reflect his 

character; He continually sustains it and works for its fruitfulness and abundance. 

God’s attitude to creation indicates that it is precious and wonderful, independent of 

any utility it possesses for us. To love God and to be like Him is to care for the things 

that He cares for. This alone ought to be enough to motivate us to take responsibility 

for the world around us. 

by Marika Rose and Jason Fletcher, 
1 Matthew 10:29, 2 Jeremiah 10:12-13, 3 Colossians 1:16–17, 4 Psalm 97:1, 5 Psalm 98:7-8 
http://www.tearfund.org/webdocs/website/Campaigning/JC%20Theology%20Paper_July07.pdf 

 

Hymn (video) 

All creatures of our God and King 

Lift up your voice and with us sing, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, 

Thou silver moon with softer gleam! 

O praise Him! O praise Him! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong 

Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 

Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice, 

Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 

Make music for thy Lord to hear, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 

http://www.tearfund.org/webdocs/website/Campaigning/JC%20Theology%20Paper_July07.pdf


Thou fire so masterful and bright, 

That givest man both warmth and light. 

Dear mother earth, who day by day 

Unfoldest blessings on our way, 

O praise Him! Alleluia! 

The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 

Let them His glory also show. 
Words: Francis of Assisi, around 1225 

 

The Chipko movement  

The Chipko movement (literally "to stick" in Hindi) is a  movement that practiced 

the Gandhian methods of non-violent resistance, through the act of hugging trees to 

protect them from being felled. Not many people know that over the last few 

centuries many communities in India have helped save nature. One such is the 

Bishnoi community of Rajasthan. The original ’Chipko movement’ was started around 

260 years back in the early part of the 18th century in Rajasthan by this community. 

A large group of them from 84 villages led by a lady called Amrita Devi laid down 

their lives in an effort to protect the trees from being felled on the orders of the 

Maharaja (King) of Jodhpur. After this incident, the maharaja gave a strong royal 
decree preventing the cutting of trees in all Bishnoi villages. The modern Chipko 

movement started in the early 1970s in the Garhwal Himalayas of Uttarakhand, 

against rapid deforestation. The landmark event in this struggle took place on March 

26, 1974, when a group of female peasants acted to prevent the cutting of trees by 

hugging them.  By the 80s, the movement spread throughout India, and led to 

formulation of tree sensitive forest policies and stopped  open felling of trees in 
regions as far reaching as Vindhyas and the Western Ghats.] 

The first recorded event of Chipko took place in a village in Jodhpur district, in 1730 

AD, when 363 Bishnois, led by Amrita Devi sacrificed their lives while protecting 

trees by hugging them, and braved the axes of loggers sent by the local ruler. 

The Chipko movement has inspired many international environment movements. 

India Today has recognized the people behind the "forest satyagraha" as amongst 

"100 people who shaped India". 

 
 

 

FIRE AND RAIN  

So now we see the fire and feel the rain, 

we watch our people drown and children burn, 

yet all these climate warnings seem in vain, 

I wonder what it takes for men to learn. 

 

They tell us there’s no need to take a stand, 

it’s simply Mother Nature and her ways, 

despite the rising tides and barren land, 

and signs that we are near the end of days. 

 

The prophecy was written long ago, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gandhian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garhwal_Division
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himalayas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uttarakhand
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Ghats
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chipko_movement#cite_note-jeff-1#cite_note-jeff-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jodhpur_district
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishnois
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khejarli#Amrita_Devi_sacrificed_for_saving_trees
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India_Today


that fire would rain on Earth and all will die, 

but this is not some sacred Holy glow – 

it’s sunlight through our thin polluted sky. 

 

The leaders of the world refuse to heed, 

no time to ponder over future’s fate, 

an ever-growing problem – like their greed, 

they sit and watch the problems escalate. 

 

We’ll kill our planet long before its time, 

we need some action now – that much is plain, 

don’t leave your children victims of this crime, 

stand up – and stop the fire and the pain.  

by Graeme King             

 

 

Video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWnhYIIKY0U 

 

Cloud of hope  

He looks up into an umbrella of turquoise calm 

Not a cloud of hope disturbs its great expanse 

The clay in the field a cracking disturbance  

Like a leper’s sore gone dry, in want of balm 

 

One long night, when dark worry gave way to sleep 

He heard a sound that shook him off the floor 

Answer to prayer stood rumbling outside his door 

He burst out wishing that happiness would at last peep.  

 

“Lakshmi” he cried out, our prayers have found life 

“The rains, oh the rains have come for us” 

Running around gleefully catching tiny drops 

He called out with joy to his son and sleeping wife  

 

Early the next morning with purpose he awoke 

But something was wrong, saddening, disturbing 

There was no clouds, no rain, a drizzle in passing  

The land hadn’t enough to quench its deep throat  

 

Disappointed. Tugging at his leg she pulled him away 

Happy little Lakshmi hugging, coaxing him home 

“How will I feed my girl?” with emptiness sown 

The heavens reply was deathly still, no answer that day 

 

Alone, in the quiet of that night, he wept over his fears 

A distraught man with nothing, not a drop of hope  

The choice was simple, pesticide or a piece of rope. 

Next day there finally was rain, the rain of tears. 

Dann Thomas   

…………………………………………………………….. 

 
More than 17,000 farmers a year killed themselves between 2002 and 2006. The killing for want of hope 
continues even today.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wWnhYIIKY0U


Next time we turn on the tap let us realize that what flows free for us, is a source of life for others. Do not 
waste water. 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farmers'_suicides_in_India) 

  

Cong to stand 

Thanksgiving 

 

Prayer for the Healing & Care of our Mother Earth  

L: We give thanks to you, our Creator, for all the wonderful gifts you have bestowed 

upon us. We are grateful to you for helping us endure as long as we have on our 

beloved Mother Earth. At this time of critical change we ask you to help each one of 

us gain the understanding and wisdom we need to heal, to love one another, and to 

finally realize peace. We ask you to help each one of us become more aware of our 
responsibilities in caring for all life on this beautiful planet. 

To be sung  

C: The spacious firmament on high, 

With all the blue ethereal sky, 

And spangled heavens, a shining frame 

Their great Original proclaim. 

Th’unwearied sun, from day to day, 

Does his Creator’s powers display, 

And publishes to every land 

The work of an Almighty Hand. 

 

L: Dear Lord, we know deep inside that we are a part of you and all creation. We 

want to take back our roles as caretakers of our planet. We want to open our hearts 

to honoring, respecting and caring for our natural environment. The global warming 

that is occurring all over the Earth is a wake-up call. It is time to make a more 

loving, compassionate, thriving, vibrant world.  

C: Soon as the evening shades prevail 

The moon takes up the wondrous tale, 

And nightly to the listening earth 

Repeats the story of her birth; 

While all the stars that round her burn 

And all the planets in their turn, 

Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And spread the truth from pole to pole. 

L: Together, we can restore the integrity and healing powers of our water, air, and 

land to build a sustainable future for our children. Together, we can do this as One 

family working in unison to fulfill our purpose on this Earth. 

Dear Lord we are grateful to be as one heart with you in this very special moment. 
We thank you again for giving us your love, your wisdom and your joy. 

C: What though in solemn silence all 

Move round the dark terrestrial ball? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farmers'_suicides_in_India


What though no real voice nor sound 

Amid the radiant orbs be found? 

In reason’s ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 

Forever singing as they shine, 

“The hand that made us is divine.”  
      Music Franz Haydn 1798 Words Joseph Addison 1712 

 
 
 

Gospel Reading  

P:  Peace be with you all 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word 

P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the 

world as recorded by ………  

C: Blessed is he that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent 

him for our Salvation. May his blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate 

of the blessed Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  

C: So we believe and affirm 

Mathew 6:25-32 (After reading the Gospel the priest says 'Peace be with you all') 

 

C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light 

of the world, that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your 

gospel which we have now heard.  

 

  

 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the 

Father before all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us 

men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man. He was crucified also for us in the days 

of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day He rose again, by 

His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His 

kingdom there will be no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the 

Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who 

spoke by the prophets and the apostles. 

We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the 

new life of the world to come. Amen. 
(cong to be seated) 

 
 

 



 
Student Dedication  
(Students to come forward) 

 
Birthday & Wedding Anniversary 
Lavish love, abundant beauty, gracious gifts for heart and hand, 

Life that fills the soul and senses--all burst forth at Your command. 

Lord, our Lord, Eternal Father, Great Creator, God and Friend, 

Boundless pow'r gave full expression to Your love which knows no end. 

 

Who am I that You should love me, meet my ev'ry need from birth? 

Why invest Yourself so fully in a creature made of earth? 

In Your loving heart You planned me, fashioned me with greatest care; 

Through my soul You breathed Your Spirit, planted Your own image there. 

 

I am Yours, Eternal Father, all my body, mind and heart. 

Take and use me to Your glory, form Yourself in ev'ry part. 

Lord, Your love brings joy and gladness flowing forth within my soul. 

May my very breath and being rise to You, their source and goal. 

 

   
Offertory Hymn  

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God; to thee, 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God; to thee, 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 

and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 

 

But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

sent him to die-I scarce can take it in 

that on the cross, our burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away our sin; 

 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

and take me home-what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then shall I bow in humble adoration, 

and there proclaim: My God, how great Thou art! 
Carl Gustav Boberg Sweden 1885, translated by Stuart K. Hine 

 

 

Message  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Boberg


 
Closing Thought ( cong to stand)  

 

Creator God 

You made all things in your wisdom, 

And in your love you save us. 

We pray for the whole of creation. 

  

Come to the aid of those who work for justice for the planet and all its diversity, who 

struggle to protect our earth from those who would forge its beauty into power. 

Grant that our children and our children’s children may freely enjoy 

The fullness of your creation. 

  

We pray for enlightened leaders who respect your creation;  

Guide them with your pure and peaceful wisdom 

so that sanity might be restored to the governance of our world. 

   

Free us from the illusion that freedom can be secured by killing others 

That war can bring peace  

That destruction can bring healing 

That weapons can keep us safe 

Grant us leaders who make policies with wisdom and without fear. 

Protect us and all creation O Lord and grant us peace.  Amen 

 

Closing prayer (all together) 

C: O GOD, we thank you for this earth, our home; for the wide sky and the blessed 

sun, for the ocean and streams, for the towering hills and the whispering wind, for 

the trees and green grass.  

We thank you for our senses by which we hear the songs of birds, and see the 

splendor of fields and taste fruit, and rejoice in the feel of rain, and smell the breath 

of spring flowers. 

GRANT US a heart opened wide to all this beauty; and save us from being so blind 

that we pass unseeing when even the common thorn bush is aflame with your glory. 

 

Benediction  

Bless Our Earth, O Lord  

you love our earth; 

from sunrise to sunset you fill land and sea with riches; 

the hills rejoice at your touch; the valleys shout for joy, 

yes, they sing.  

Open our eyes to your resplendent world,  

that we may care for the earth as our companion in creation.  

May the pure song of air, water, and trees 

broaden our minds, lift up our hearts, and guide us to you. 

May God Bless our earth and make us individually responsible for its care. 

May God Bless and keep us. Amen.  

 

Doxology and Kiss of peace 

Hymn : Morning has broken  

 

Morning has broken, like the first morning 

Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird 



Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 

Praise for the springing fresh from the word 

 

Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven 

Like the first dewfall, on the first grass 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 

Sprung in completeness where his feet pass 

 

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning 

Born of the one light, Eden saw play 

Praise with elation, praise every morning 

God's recreation of the new day 
Words by Eleanor Farjeon 

 
( cong to be seated) 

 

Demonstation by Daily Dump on home waste management  

Daily Dump was born out of recognition that Bangalore and other urban areas were 

messier cities for all of its growth and that the municipality and various NGOs attempting 

to fix the situation were stumbling. With municipal services faltering, our focus turned to 

attitudes and practices. 

Daily Dump is designed as a business with three critical aspects: it promotes waste 

management generally rather than its own products, it provides education in addition to 

tools, and it offers an open-source "clone" model which allows like-minded parties to 

duplicate the business in any part of the world. 

 

Rain water harvesting methods explained 
 

 

Primrose Mar Thoma Church, Bangalore- mtcblr@gmail.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleanor_Farjeon

