
 
 
Building up our Church  
You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:5 
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Invocation 
We have come into His house and gathered 

In His name to worship Him 
We have come into His house and gathered 
In His name to worship Him 
We have come into His house and gathered 
In His name to worship Him 
Worship Him, Jesus Christ, our Lord 

So forget about yourself and concentrate on 
Him and worship Him 
So forget about yourself and concentrate on 
Him and worship Him 
 
So forget about yourself and concentrate on 
Him and worship Him 

Worship Him, Jesus Christ, our Lord 
 
Now I give my all to him, with thanks and praise  
and worship Him 
Now I give my all to him, with thanks and praise  
and worship Him 
Now I give my all to him, with thanks and praise  

and worship Christ, our Lord 
Worship Him, Jesus Christ, our Lord 
Bruce Ballinger 

 
Kauma 
 
P. †Glory be to the Father our Creator, to the Son our Redeemer and to the Holy Spirit who 

sanctifies us. 



C. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

P. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna 
in the highest.  
C. Blessed is He that has come and is to come again in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest.   
 
P. Holy art thou, O God.  
C. Holy art thou, Almighty Lord. 
P. Holy art thou, Immortal Lord. 
C. O Lord, the Messiah who was crucified for us † have mercy on us. (To be repeated thrice) 
 

 
P. O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C. O Lord, have mercy on us and bless us. 
 
P. O Lord, accept our prayers and worship and have mercy on us.  
C. Glory be to you, O God. 

 
P. Glory be to you, O Creator. 
C. Glory be to you, O King the Messiah; who has mercy on us sinners. Bless us, O Lord. 
  (Let us sing together the prayer that Jesus taught us)  
 
All:   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is done in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Forever.  Amen.  
 
P: Opening Prayer – 
You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 

offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:5 
Dear lord, we thank you for this church building that we are in, to worship and praise your holy 

name.  We thank you for the divine services that had been fulfilled here to this day which 
continually motivated us to be your spiritual temples. We thank you for all our ancestors who 
laboured hard for the completion of this worship place. We remember all those who have gone 
before us, whose prayers you have faithfully remembered and graciously answered according to 

your incomparable wisdom. Help us O Lord, through this service, to understand the reason for 
fellowship, for collective contribution and the building up of your Church. Amen 
 
 
 
(Cong. to be seated) 
 

1stLesson Esther 4:1-17   

2nd Lesson Acts 15:8-21 

 

 
 
 

L: Meditation 

Why do we have to attend Church? 
The reason we build churches is the same reason Moses and the children of Israel built 
a sanctuary in the wilderness; because God said so. Houses of worship have existed since the 
beginning of time. This doesn't mean you can only worship God in a church. The Bible says "where 
two or three are gathered in My name, there I will be in the midst of them." He also says, "forsake 
not the assembling of yourselves together..." God's intention was for those of faith to come and 

worship together... for fellowship and encouragement. A time of refreshing after a long week of 
working. God wants to be special to us, and a place of worship signifies the holiness and 
specialness of that relationship.  
It Is What Jesus Did 



Luke 14:6 says, "Jesus went back to Nazareth, where he'd been brought up and as usual he went 

to the meeting place on the Sabbath." The Bible tells us that "as usual" or another translation of 
the Bible says "as was His custom" Jesus went to the place of worship. This is in keeping with 
obeying one of the Ten Commandments which is, "Observe the Sabbath by keeping it holy." When 

we say we are followers of Christ, we're supposed to do what Jesus has done. What would Jesus 
do? Jesus would go to church and we as followers of Christ should do the same. If we take 
seriously our followership of Christ, then we should go to church regularly. 
It Is a Positive Example 
Going to church is a positive example. When you go each Sunday, you're setting an example. You 
are setting an example that other people notice. It is an example that becomes an inspiration for 
others. People who are trying to make their lives better, people who want a positive change are 

going to be impacted by an example of someone who is committed to regular church attendance. 
 
Using figures of speech, Ephesians 5:23 and Colossians 1:18 refer to Christ as the “head” and the 
church as the “body.” 1 Corinthians chapter 12 further explains how the church (the body) is made 
up of individuals who work together, pooling their talents, skills, and strengths—all for the purpose 
of helping as many people as possible get right with God and grow closer to Him.  

 
There are a number of debates and arguments on whether a Church should be big and grand. The 

Old Testament even gives elaborate details on how the Temple was to be built. This can be argued 

in any way but always remember this is our Lord’s house where we come together as one to 

worship him. A Church doesn’t have to be ostentatious, but being God’s home it certainly should 

be clean and beautiful.  

 

Hymn 

Come, oh come, and let us worship,  

Gathered in the house of prayer;  

Praise the God of our salvation  

While He waits to meet us there.  

 

Come, oh come, and let us worship,  

Bringing songs of love and praise,  

Unto Him whose loving kindness  

Has been o'er us all our days.  

 

He hath pardoned our transgressions,  

Taken all our sins away;  

He will lead us, by His Spirit,  

Safely to the perfect day.  

 

Soon our trials will be ended,  

And, among the loved and blest,  

We shall join the bright immortals  

In that home of joy and rest.  

Author: Lyman G. Cuyler,  Music :Ira D. Sankey 

 

 

 
A Revelation  

 
This Church built on the Temple of Solomon's lines, 
Where Papal smoke announces the crowned Holiness. 
Simple straight lines that encloses grandiose designs. 
High pointed roof reaching up to heavenly finesse. 
 

He steps lightly into the absolute quiet within, 
Every corner a silence that echoes before it melts. 
A physical void, devoid of life is not empty within, 
For there in that quiet, God's presence was felt. 



 

Looking up in to the ceiling He saw the hands  
of creation stretching the canvas of the sky.  
He saw the great lights fixed for life in their bands, 

And the genesis of man to a rib that did defy. 
 
On that grand sky he saw Noah riding the flood. 
Lamenting the fall of Jerusalem was Jeremiah. 
Ezekiel harkens to the Lord, David draws blood. 
The seed of Jesse's line and Moses and Isaiah. 
 

As the Son is raised up, Moses lifts up the bronze serpent. 
The end of time, the good and void adorn the Altar,  
When all of history meets once at the seat of Judgement  
To show every man and woman why another, for them did falter.   
 
With that great vision Michelangelo then knelt in prayer. 

For in that quiet, to him was unveiled a Revelation's dream. 
He rose climbing up the scaffold to paint a picture so rare 
And explain God's magnificent story on the great Sistine.  
 
Dann Thomas 
 
 
(Michelangelo painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel between 1508 and 1512. It took him four years to 
complete this work. The ceiling was high and Michelangelo stood on the scaffolding and craned his neck 

upwards to paint the ceiling. Painting in that position was both uncomfortable and laborious. His work in the  
Sistine Chapel is regarded as one of the finest in the world today. The above poem was written  
keeping this backdrop in mind. To view these paintings and read more use  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sistine_Chapel_ceiling) 

Cong. To stand  

 

Thanksgiving Prayer  

Psalm 118 
 
P: Thank the LORD because he is good. 
    His love continues forever. 
2 Let the people of Israel say, 
    “His love continues forever.” 
3 Let the family of Aaron say, 

    “His love continues forever.” 
4 Let those who respect the LORD say, 
    “His love continues forever.” 
 
C: 5 I was in trouble, so I called to the LORD. 
    The LORD answered me and set me free. 
6 I will not be afraid, because the LORD is with me. 
    People can’t do anything to me. 
7 The LORD is with me to help me, 
    so I will see my enemies defeated. 
 
P: 8 It is better to trust the LORD 
    than to trust people. 
9 It is better to trust the LORD 
    than to trust princes. 
 
C: 10 All the nations surrounded me, 
    but I defeated them in the name of the LORD. 
11 They surrounded me on every side, 
    but with the LORD’s power I defeated them. 
12 They surrounded me like a swarm of bees, 



    but they died as quickly as thorns burn. 

    By the LORD’s power, I defeated them. 
13 They chased me until I was almost defeated, 
    but the LORD helped me. 
14 The LORD gives me strength and a song. 
    He has saved me. 
 
P:15 Shouts of joy and victory 
    come from the tents of those who do right: 
    “The LORD has done powerful things.” 
16 The power of the LORD has won the victory; 

    with his power the LORD has done mighty things. 
 
C:17 I will not die, but live, 
    and I will tell what the LORD has done. 
18 The LORD has taught me a hard lesson, 
    but he did not let me die. 

 
P:19 Open for me the Temple gates. 
    Then I will come in and thank the LORD. 
20 This is the LORD’s gate; 
    only those who are good may enter through it. 
21 LORD, I thank you for answering me. 
    You have saved me. 

 
C:22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    became the cornerstone. 
23 The LORD did this, 
    and it is wonderful to us. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made. 
    Let us rejoice and be glad today! 
25 Please, LORD, save us; 
    please, LORD, give us success. 

 
P:26 God bless the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 
    We bless all of you from the Temple of the LORD. 
27 The LORD is God, 

    and he has shown kindness to us. 
With branches in your hands, join the feast. 
    Come to the corners of the altar. 
 
C:28 You are my God, and I will thank you; 
    you are my God, and I will praise your greatness. 
29 Thank the LORD because he is good. 

    His love continues forever. 
 

 

Intercessory Prayers 

L: We pray for your blessing on our Church-  our Achens, our members, Church staff and our 

neighbours. We thank you for the wonderful architecture of our Church and we are grateful for the 

many trees around our Church, Heavenly father, help us to nurture the beautiful works of your 

hands.  

We thank you for leading and guiding our Church for the last seventy years and we pray that you 

will continue to be our provider and friend for the years to come. We thank you for our presence in 

this great city of Bangalore, Dear Lord, continue to inspire us through our fellowship to contribute 

to the city, and be as lamps that are lighted to lighten and enlighten. Lead us to be your faithful 

servants, working in your vineyard, ever ready to stand together and help one another. 

C: (to be sung) 
Are you sitting idle? 



Still there’s work to do; 

In the Master’s vineyard 
There’s a place for you: 
Be a faithful servant, 

Ever ready stand. 
Where the Master calls you— 
Lend a helping hand! 
 
Lend a hand, lend a hand, Lend a helping hand; 
Weary ones are falling, Lend a helping hand! 
Lend a hand, lend a hand, Lend a helping hand; 

Jesus still is calling, Lend a helping hand! 
 
L: We pray for all our Churches in Bangalore especially the construction of the Churches at Hosur 

and Koramangala. We pray that these Churches are a blessing to those areas and bring more 

people closer to you.  We pray for the Unity of Churches- CSI, CNI, Mar Thoma Joint Council and 

the conciliar fellowship for a better understanding. We pray for the Bishops and Clergy of the 

Churches, bless them and encourage them as they continue your great ministry. Inspire them with 

your Word, fill them with undoubting faith and embrace them in your grace as they make your 

praises ring across the land.  

 
 
C: Is your voice now silent? 

There are songs to sing; 
Come and swell the chorus, 
Make His praises ring! 
Till the strains are wafted 
Over, sea and land, 
Reaching up to heaven— 

Lend a helping hand! …… 
 

L: We pray for all the Churches across the world and we pray for the Ashrams of the Mar Thoma 

Church - Christu Mitra Ashram at Ankola, Christha Panthi Ashram at Sihora, Suvartha Premi 

Samithi at Uttharakhand, Christu Dasa Ashram at Palakkad, Mar Thoma Dayaraya Samooham at 

Punalur, Santhigiri Ashram at Aluva, Mar Thoma Sanyasini Samooham at Elanthoor and 

Christukula Ashram at Satna in Madhya Pradesh.  

For our Seminaries – Mar Thoma Theological Seminary at Kottayam, Dharmajyothi Vidyapeeth in 

Haryana, A.M. M. Bible Institute and Vanitha Mandiram at Thiruvalla, Easow Mar Timotheos 

Memorial Centre at Sihora in Madhya Pradesh and at Hoskote in Karnataka, Episcopal Jubilee 

Institute of Evangelism at Thiruvalla. 

For the Medical work of our Church, it’s orphanages, destitute homes, and homes for the aged. 

For the Marriage aid schemes, Housing Aid scheme and Educational Aid schemes of our Church 

which has been of great help to many people. 

Help us to be earnest in prayer and participation in the Church fellowship. Teach us to be able to 

lend our hand to those weak, weary and depressed. Guide us as individuals to be able to give 

without a count, to share without account and love and care unbound.  

 
 

C: Do your prayers no longer 
Reach the throne of grace, 
Asking that some wand’rer 
Might his steps retrace? 
Earnest prayer may keep him 
From the sinking sand; 

Yours today may save him— 
Lend a helping hand!  ……. 
 
Gospel Reading  

P:  †Peace be with you all. 

C:  May the Lord make us all worthy to listen to His Word. 
 



P: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, which proclaims life and salvation to the world as 

recorded by John 2:13-22 

 C: Blessed is He that has come and will come again. Praise to the Father who sent him for our 

Salvation. May His blessings be ever upon us. 

P: In the days of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, the Word of life, God incarnate of the blessed 
Virgin Mary, it happened in this way.  
C: So we believe and affirm. 

  (After reading the Gospel, the priest says,†'Peace be with you all') 

 
C: We thank you , Lord, that you have given us your gospel  which is indeed the light of the world, 
that we may be drawn closer to you through the living words from your gospel which we have now 
heard.  
 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in the one true God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 

visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before 
all world; Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with 
the Father, by whom all things were made, who, for us men and for our salvation, came down 
from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 

crucified†also for us in the days of Pontius Pilate; suffered and died and was buried. The third day 

He rose again, by His Father's holy will, ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead and of His kingdom 
there will be no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father; who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets and the 

apostles. 
We believe in one Holy Catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the new life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
(Cong. to be seated) 

 
 
Birthday, Wedding Anniversary & Thanksgiving 
 
The Gospel bells are ringing, 
Over land, from sea to sea: 
Blessèd news of free salvation 

Do they offer you and me. 
“For God so loved the world 
That His only Son He gave; 
Whosoe’er believeth in Him 
Everlasting life shall have.” 
 
Gospel bells, how they ring; 

Over land from sea to sea; 
Gospel bells freely bring 
Blessèd news to you and me. 
 
The Gospel bells invite us 
To a feast prepared for all; 

Do not slight the invitation, 
Nor reject the gracious call. 
“I am the Bread of life; 
Eat of Me, thou hungry soul; 
Though your sins be red as crimson, 
They shall be as white as wool.” 
 

 
The Gospel bells give warning, 



As they sound from day to day, 

Of the fate which doth await them 
Who forever will delay. 
“Escape ye, for thy life; 

Tarry not in all the plain, 
Nor behind thee look, oh, never, 
Lest thou be consumed in pain.” 
 
 
The Gospel bells are joyful, 
As they echo far and wide, 

Bearing notes of perfect pardon, 
Thro’ a Savior crucified. 
“Good tidings of great joy 
To all people do I bring, 
Unto you is born a Savior, 
Which is Christ the Lord and King.”  
Words & Music: S. Wesley Martin 1895 

 

 
Offertory Hymn 
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
she is his new creation by water and the Word. 

From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
 
Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth; 
her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, with every grace endued. 

 
Though with a scornful wonder the world see her oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How long?” 
and soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
 
Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, 

she waits the consummation of peace forevermore, 
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: 

O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we 
like them, the meek and lowly, On high may dwell with thee. 
Author: S. J. Stone 
Music: Samuel S. Wesley 
 

MESSAGE 

Closing Prayer 

P: Dear Lord, we ask You to fill us with the knowledge of Your will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding.  

C; Help us to walk worthy and fully pleasing before You.  As a Church Family, help us to be fruitful 

in every good work and to increase in Your knowledge. Teach us how to live together in unity. 

Walk us through the steps of rebuilding loving fellowship between us. Help us to continue to obey 

Your command to “love our neighbor as ourselves”. Show our leaders how to mend the broken 

relationships and restore stability to our Church Family. Please strengthen us and help us to 

represent Your Kingdom on the earth. Please empower us to share our talents, gifts and resources 

for the betterment of society and for your glory. Amen 



Benediction 

P: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 

darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and 

do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 1st John 1:5-7 

May the triune God use us as living stones to build us as a spiritual house radiating his joy and 

peace in this world. Amen 

Doxology 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heaven to earth come down; 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 

All thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

Pure unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation; 

Enter every trembling heart. 

 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit, 

Into every troubled breast! 

Let us all in Thee inherit; 

Let us find thy promised rest. 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 

Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return and never, 

Never more Thy temples leave. 

 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be. 

Let us see our whole salvation 

Perfectly secured by Thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
Words: Charles Wesley,  Music: John Zundel, 1870 

 

 


